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Power of Organizing of the Church of hrif 
with the true Difference and exact Limits be-” 
tween Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Government 5 , 
and alſo what are, and what are not juſt Reas | 
ſons for Separation. _ 
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* An Addrefs to Joſeph Fi, A. M. Paſtor 4 
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Foſeph Fiſh. 


LL muſt allow that to know, the true 
A limits of the church of Chriſt, what are 
his inſtitutions, and who have a right to” 
them, are matters of no ſmall impor: 
tance 3 tho* many have complained, and is 
without reaſon, that in many of the controver- 
fies about them. in our day, the nature of the: 
ſubjet has not been ſo cloſely attended to as it 
ought, but that many things have been intro= 
duced which tend to miſlead or perplex the cn- 
quiring mind, rather than to enhighten ir. Ang, 
as I ſhall have occaſion before I cloſe this dif- 
courſe to give the particular reaſons of my write, 
ing upon this ſubject, I deſire to refer the reader 
thereto for his own ſatisfaCtion, and would prey: 
ceed Gireftly to the argument in hand. 
In 1767 Mr. Joſeph Fiſh publiſhed nine ſep. 
mons from Mat. 16.-18. in which he tried tt 
prove, that thoſe called fanding churches in News 
England, are” built vpon the * Rock; and from. 
thenes 
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thence to ſhew what evils they are 
of who have withdrawn from them. In this 
proceeding many were ſo fully perſuaded that 
he had injured both the truth and people of God, 
that I was prevailed with'to publiſh an axamina- 
tion"df thoſe ſekmons in 1768. 

Againſt which Mr. F. has endeavoured torvin- 
dicate himſelf and his ſermons, in a piece intitled, 
The Examiner Examined,printed 1971 z which,for 
reaſons hereafter to be given, I think expedient 
to "make ſome reply to, under | the following 
heads. — | 
I. Of the matter of the 'goſpel :church. 

This is the capital point of our diſpute. 1 
concurred with Mr. F. that the «* Truth which 
«Peter confeſſed, or rhe perſon'of Chriſt, of 
<" whom this confeſfion 1s made, 18 the Rock 
« upon which Jeſus Chriſt reſolves to build his 
<- church; and thatPeter- was one”of thoſe /ively 
«fonts, or precious materials of thatbuilding.” 
'And 'when*he obſerved from Deur. 29; 10, &c. 
«That "children, every infants 'were” always 
< *feckoned a part of that body orcharch, which 
<*" the Lord'gathered in Abraham's family,” '1 
readily concurred with ' that alſo; 'butwhen he 
Taid, © Ts/1t not"altogerher reaſonable” to ſuppoſe 
< that the Chriſtian 'cliarch 'is made up of rhe 
«ſame materials, that the Jewiſh church was?” 
my anſwer was, No by no means, becauſe God 
'has faid the* contrary; to-prove'which/T referred 
him to ſer.”$1. $1, 32. Heb. 8: x, &c. * bx. 
ÞP-11, 12, | Now 


= > — — lf alfrebiks _— — ——_— 
-®' Let the reader obſerve, that through' this diſcourſe, Ser. 
\ Rands-for Mr,-F's Sermons :; Ex.: for my Examination. of 
them ; and only p. with figures, for his la piece. 


"of the goſpel church, 


- Now in _ Mr. F. charges me a numberge, 

= with entirely miſtaking his meaning, for ne 

reaſon-that1 can ſee, than only: 

dont agree with-it. Ar length he comes'to the 

ZE in hand, and fays if he underſtands meg 

thinks my-meaning is, © That the'covenant 

| * which God-made with Ifrael wining! - 

* them up/out of Egypt,was the covenant whaeh 

| * took-in parents and children, 'and. made theng 

* the materials of the Jewiſh church; but the 

« new 'covenant which he would make with. 

* them afterwards is efſentially different from 

<< that covenant z and therefore there muſt 'be 

* anefſential difference in the materials-of the. 
* churches, Jewiſh and 'Chriſtian.” p. 27. 

Troe, that is my meaning z -and %s 

has he produced agamtt t ? Why he fir{teries to. 

reduce it to this 'abſurdity ; that 1 hold-the ma-.. 

terials of 'the-vi/ble ' church 'to be 'all gracious: 

perſons, -and' yet own that hypocrites do'fome-. 

times creep into-it ; which confſequently-puts-an 

end to the diſtinftion between vifble and 11vijible.. 

| _ 4. Theſe, fays he, are his ſentiments ſobtaras 

: « ] can fee any thing of his meaning.” Yet. 
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did repeatedly anſwer ' this very objection, Ex. 
P- 57, 95. And Mr. F. has # remark upon a'pagi 


| 4n which I obſerved that, Theſe miniſters confound 
the conſtitution'of the Jewiſh and Chriſftianchur-. 
'ches together, -and ſhuffle and ſhift-from-one to 
the other as occaſion ſuits, and-then charge us- 
with not diſtinguiſhing between the vifibleand in- 

wifible church. They allow that the-inviſible 
church contains none but the firſt born whith axe 
written in beaven, Heb. 12. 23. but they would.- 


have the viltble church contain abundance more 7 | 
an 
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and fiy tothe Jews, to parables, and to hypo: 
crites to ſupport their notions. | Whereas the 
proper notion of viſible is the making »maniſef 
what. was belore inviſible : hence ſays Paul, Wirb 
the heart man believeih, and with the mouth con- 
feſſion is made , therefore an eutward ſbew of what 
is not invi/ibly real, 18 hypocriſy. The'only reaſon 
why any get into the viſible church who-are not 
born again, is not owing to-the rule, but tothe 
smperfeftion of men in ating vpon'it. Hence 
old Mr. Shepard, in anſwer to this. queſtion, 
'Do not bypocrites and no true members of Chriſt 
creepin ?-Says,** Yes'; but if they could have 
« been known to be ſuch - they ought to be 
* KEPT OUT ;z and when they are known, ' they 
«are orderly to be CAST QUT. Mat.25. 1. 2 
« Tim.:3: 5. Rev.2: 20. Tit. 3. 10,7 
Theſe are my words ; and I did hope that at 
leaſt the ſentence. of one of our learned: fathers 
who compoſed theCambridge platform,would have 
had- ſome. weight with Mr. F. but no ;. that old 
beaten road mult be kept, let fathers or children 
be trampled upon ever- {a much, ' yea and-his 
eyes are ſo-dim that he ſays, ** I dont ſee why 
Mr. B. * may not juſt as well ſay of Paul and his 
«brethren in the miniſtry, as'he does of me and 
* mine :—for who of all writers or preachers, 
+. does ſo much as-Paul and. the - other apoſtles, 
<* at connecting the Jewiſh and Chriſtian-churches 
** together; ſhewing that the latter ſprings out 
<< of the former ; - or rather,is but a continuation 
* -of the /arce- church ?” pu ry6. Andrare there 
no means to-help our authors eye-ſight > Yes z 
a 1 th "> ar 
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. of the goſpel church. © 


and I cant but to requite his kindneſs i = 
the ſame-way. I had quoted 2 Tim. 

was ſo ſhort-ſighted as to write, THE fo form io . 
godlineſs, inſtead of A form. This he corre&s}. 
and ſays, * There is Tus form of ſound words, 


« which we. are to bold faſt 3 and fo Tar forms - 


&. of divine. ſervice- which God has inſtituted 
+. to be. religiouſly obſerved, and nor trifled 
« with. And+there is A form of lineſs 
«* which man invents and-ſets up, and" ſo not 


< binding to chriſtians, widely- different fromy k 


« rus form which is- of God.” 


: I heartly thank Mr. F. for this corre&tion; and : 


that fo: two reaſons ; one is becauſe | amyglad 


to get -rid- of my own miſtakes”; - the-other is 
becauſe I hope to do him- and others good. by it,” 
and for that end requeſt attention to the follow-! 


ing particulars: 


1. Taz form of ſound words, calls the” cove-. *) 
nant that conſtituted Abraham's houſehold: _ | 


a church, - The covenant. of circumcifion. At; 7.8 


But A form that man has invented callsir; bot 
covenant of grace. 2 Tus form of ſound: words, 


calls Abraham's two ſons, with: the mothers who. 


bare them, an allegory of the Two covenants, one? 
of which the Fewrſh,the other theChriſtian church: 


ſtood in, Gal. 4:22 
of mans. invention, and which Mr.-#. fallows,” 


ſay, - ** The: covenant that made the Jews the? - 
< church of - God is -eſſcatially the jame in all* 

* ages,” pu $9.13. The bomak ſound words” 
a that circumciſion was a-fign of Chriſt's! 
death, and of an inward change, Col 2. 11. and» 
that as Abraham Nos ur change, and by faith : 
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31: - But the-words* | - 
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at the top of the ſame page he has helped mine; | 
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ſaw ant embraced * Chriſt befote circumciſion was 
inſtituted, it was a /eal of thr fa11h that be bad, 
when he was ip &icircumcifion, Rom. 4:10, 1x. 
But man's wiſdom aſſerts that it was @ ſea? ro that 
church in general, tho? it is never called {© in the 
ſacred oracles. 4. From Abraham's. faith in 
 Cheiſt, before circumciſion and other vices of the | 
law were appointed, the apoſtle proves that his 
title to be bcir of the world, ſo that all believers 
ſhould be called bis childres, was not thro the ; 
Jewiſh covenant, but a better covenant, eſtabliſh. | 
ed upon better promiſes, Rom. 4. 12, 13. Gal. 3. 
16, 17. Heb. 8. 6. Yet Mr. F. holds both cove- 
nants to be effentially the ſame. He allows a 
circumſtantial difference, and that the gof 
diſpenſation 1s -** more fpiritua]l, fimple, and 
« from outward ceremonies.” p. '25, More 
ſpiritual as to ordinances, but carnat as ever in 
materials ; for he declares that ** There is no- 
- ** thing inthe conſtitution of this new covenant, 
<*« that neceflarily requires a change of the mate- 
rials of the church.” p. 36: Tho” Twz form of 
ſound words, plainly makes ſo great change in the | 
materials, as: there 1s between the children of | 
Abraham's fleth, and the children of God ; and \ 
rells us that thoſe of his feed which the Gentiles 
were:grafted in among, were a remnant 'accord- 
- ing tothe eleHion of grace ;, the reſt being brokew 
off -becaule of unbelief, and thoſe who flood, it was' 
by faith, Rom: 9.8,and 11.5, r7,'20. There- 
tore, 5. The greateſtdifference betweer the cove- | 
nant of circumciſion, that God made with Abra- | 
ham, and the-new covenant which he made with 
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his believing- poſterity, ' lay in the materials of 
the church. The firſt of his ſeed who was cir- 
cumciſed was an unbchever ; and when that co-, - .- 
venant-was"renewed;” and the ordinance of the '. + 
paſſoger was added, \int the day that Iſrael came 
out'of Egypt;there was alſo a precept given, 
that when a Franeer would join with that church," © 
let all - bis "mals be” circumciſed, and then let him 
come near nd keep it. Exod. 12. 48. Bur God. 
ſays, the new, covenant with the believing He- 
brews, ts ot according to the covenant he made, 
with their fathers is that day_; and the ſpecial. ' 
excellency* of this -new covenant is, that aff hal. :.- 
know bim from the leaft to the. greateſt. Heb-/8-. >. 
$—1 f, Hete note; * Iſhmael did not Know God” |: 
tho'-he was thirteen years old when he was con- 
ſtituted one of the materials of that church, but .. 
It would not have anſwered ſo well, to have placed” - * 
the oppoſition there, becauſe Abraham had no_ . 
precept given him to admit frangers by bauſholds; ' 
that was given in the day they came out of Egypt. - 
So that as I 'faid before, I cannot conceive it 
poſſible; for words to expreſs more plainly than » 
theſe. do, that there is- an eſſential difference be- | - 
tween the materials,” as well as the forms of the 
ewo churches; _ -- ; vid nt 
And what has Mr. F. ſaid againft this ? Why 
he has taken. vp mych 'time to prove, that the .-- 
covenant of grace-was always the fame, and that © = 
God has brought ſome'to_ know him. in all ages: +: 
(which Fnever denied) and then he both adds to; \:: 
and” takes from the word of God ; and'by thar | + 
time ke has''port fo bewildered,. as to Is His © -..: 
Knowing' any thing of what himſelf had tranſcrib- © + 
ed juſt aDove, This you wil-tay is very-dtrange.-” 
| B It 4.5 
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It is ſo, but no more ſtrange than true.' . I'have 
already proved that the,word of itruth-calls-the 
covenant which formed Abraham's houſhold in- 
to a church, The covenant of circumciſion z.. but 
Mr. F. takes this away, and adds the name grace 
to it, which is. not put to.1t in} the, bible ;z- and 
reaſons upon it till he ſays, ©. As for any expli- 
« cita&t or prohibition, forbidding. children to 
« come (into the, chriſtian church, with their 
« believing parents) neither Mr. B...nor any 
« other, that I know of, plead ſuch a. bar,” p. 
36. And yer he had tranſcribed in the ſame page, 
part of my plea of ſuch a bar, becauſe. God ex- 
preſoly ſays, the new covenant is: ot, according tO 
that which he made in the day . wherein he firſt 
appointed ſuch a practice. 4 am. very. ſenſible 
that children are freely called. to- come to Chriit, 
and that. *tis.a joyful thing to hear, them cry, 
Hi5/anne to him, which implies faith in him as the 
©2viotr ; bur I do plead an_ explicit, prohibition 
againſt bringing them to. baptiſm before * they 
profeſs this faith. For the firlt adminiſtrator of 
baptiſm exprelsly required, fruits meet for repen- 
tance, and faid-to the Jews, Think not to ſoy we 
bave Abraham to our father. Mat. 3. 8,9... 1 
am ſenſible that many will here tell_ us, that this 
reſpes- men's coming upon a, per/oucl right. 
True ir does fo, but. then 1 15.an,cxphicit .tcſta- 
mony that baptiſm is not a token of the /ame co. 


 venant that circumciſion was. ; for that covenant 


took in all the men of Abraham's houſe fo ſtrift- 


- ly, that if, any one of them remained uncircum- 


ciicd, that ſoul ſhould be cut off . from bis people. 
Gen. 17. 14. . Thus the covenant that wetring 


eed that chyrch,took in all the men of Abraham's 
E: aj houſe; 
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houſe : and as the mer of his houſe, were - thus 


watned not to think of coming to baptiſm upon | - -.: 
their father's right”; 'and as 'the Hebrews were... 
expreſsly told,” that the new. covenant 18 not ac, _ : 
cording to the covenant thart,was made in he day : 


that: firſt -opened a door for ftrangers to bring 


their bonſbolds wpon their faith ; if all chis does | . 


not lay an explicit bar againſt ſuch a practice, 1 
deſire to know what can lay one? 


I ſhall-now endeavour to conſider all the force 
of Mr.” Fifp's arguments againſt this point, as 


diſtinaly as my capacity will admit of. 
1. He endeavours to prove that this zew co- 


venant is-ſet-in oppoſition to the Sinai law,which 
neither took-in nor caſt out children, and not to 
Abraham's covenant,which he ſays, © was 2 pure 
covenant of grace.” p. 29. And that infants, 


« muſt certainly hold their place in the 'church, 
* —unleſs by fome ſpecial a& of God, their pri- 
* vilege 1s taken away ; which is not to be-pro- 
« 'duced. * Here then appears the fatal miſtake 
* of Mr.-B. fatal to his cauſe.” p. 32. Anſwer, 


if the taking away the name which the holy Ghoſt 
has given. to that covenant, and adding that of 


Pure grace to it; and applying Gal. g. 17. thereto, 


in which the apoſtle expreſisly refers toAbraham's 


juſtification by faith in Chriſt, before he took the 
bondwoman, by which he proves that the cove- 
nant of circumcifion is now to ceaſe when the 


duly examined, Þ believe the fatal miſtake will 
be found to belong to his cauſe, and not mine : 
tor this new covenant is ſet in oppoſition to what 
was dene, in the day they - came out of Egypr, 


of the” goſpel thurch. ut 


more 


- 


ſeed Chriſt 1s come. Gen. 12: 3, and 15.6. Gal. * | 
3.6, 8, 16,17. and 4. 21. If theſe things be. - . 
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more diretly 'than to what wis dotie at Sinai, 
months or years afterward. fy: dttg: 
2, Mr. F. quotes a number of texts but of 
the old teſtament which ſpeak” the* language of 
orace, and then ſays, '*'] wiLL"and they SHALL, 
* was ever che gracious wordof God, or form of 
« his covenant of grace; how then 1s this a be - 
« ter covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes ? 
« as Mr. B. argues.” by 34- | Anfſwery I have 
already obſerved, that the covenant-of grace was 
always the fame, and the language, T wilt:and 
they ſhall, in Abraham's covenant,” infured the 
continuance of the church in the line-of tis pol- 
cerity, till Tr $zED ſhould come to whom the pro- 
miſe was made: Gal: 3:'19. but then all that - be- 
heved notin him; were broken off from thechurch 
of God. "+ 8x; i Ps 914 

3. Mr. F. grants this, but {6} wilhavearthat 
the chriſtian diſpenſation preſ-rves the Jame-m2- 
terials for kind, becauſe the new covenant is made 
with {/rael and Judab,”p.'37: To which treply, 
that I well know the goſpel church was firſt icon- 
ſticuted of believing Jews ; the ſecond covenant 
was made with them, but then the covenant was 
zew, and ſo different from the firſt; "that! Chrift 
took the firſt out of the way, nailing it to'bis croſs, 
that he might efabliſh the ſecond ; ahd has tharg- 
ed us to beware leſt any man, thro? philoſophy and 
vain deceit, fubjeft us to 'ordinances from thoſe 
rudiments. Col. 2. 8,:14, 20, Heb-.: 1079: 

4- Our author would have race COve- 
nant 18. only circumſtantially and notrefferitially 
new ; to prove which he reters us to the law of 
love, which: 15 effentially the-fame in all ages ; 
yet our Lord calls it #ew, becauſe he ravight it 
more plainly, and preſſed it by new motives, p. 35+ 


o 
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I fully concur with his premiſes, but not with | 
his conſequence, for this new- commandment-is _ 
ſo far from being +ppo/ed tothe old, that it is des - 
clared.to be the od commandnient which we had © 
from the beginning, John 13:34. 1 John'2, 748% £; 
Whereas this: new covenant 18 of pra me to 
the old-one 3. and the difference'is ſo great chat” 
the firſt of : Abraham 's ſons, and multitudes. of . 
thoſe who came after, were 1n their ms,and cdulot 
know. God, when they were taken 1nto coverianty 
but the ſubjects of this new (coveriant all know. 
him, and iy their /ins forgives. ; th 
5. Mr. F: holds this differenee to be-only. wr | 
dual, and ſays, * In goſpel times the —_ 
* of this new, covenant were, to iſſue forth-more - 
* abundantly.” p., 35. Burl anfwer, that + 
ſubje&t we are upon is, not the degree of th 
but the ratare: of the church conttitution 3 
he owns that © *tis the covenant that Lk the - 
& church. what it is,” p.. 39. 1- muſt therefore -. 
once more turn him to his own-corrections;” and 
obſerve, that Taz form'of the church whith God 
has appointed ſays, T hey ſhall not teath every man. 
tus ntighbaur, and every man bis brother; —_ I 
Know the Llard ; for aL fpall know me; from the . 
LEAST 70 the greateſt. Heb. 8.11. 'This is the -- 
covenant which Mr. F. ſays, makes the church © 
what it is. And whois there that does not nom 
that the. aracles.of God which, were the chief pris 
vilege - of the Jewiſh church, Rom: 3.2. were 
canned. fo much thereto, that betore-Chrilt had - 
taken that: covenant away; and nailed-it-to.his . 
groſs, he expretsly forbid his apoſtles to par ſe} 
to any but hos who were in it ? 'yert after it was ., 


taken away. he. commanded them 10 teach ail nas' + 
[1ONS, .. 
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tions, and to preach the goſpel to every creature, in 
order to bring ſuch as were taught and bekeved, 
to baptiſm and into the church, Mat. 20. 5, 6, 
and 28. 19.\Mark 16. 15, 16, - So (that the 
greateſt "difference between theſe two covenants 
appears to be, that men muſt have a ſtanding in 
BP firſt, in order to have the free uſe of the 
means which ordinarily teach them to know God 4 
while theſe means in a clearer light, are. now-treely 
vſed with all nations, in order to bring them 1n- 
to.the ſecond' covenant; and/that none come into 
the church aright but ſuch as knew him before, 
And if anyiget in beſide ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, 
they do not come in by the door, but like 1h:eves, 
climb up ſome other way, or creep itt unawares, 
John 10.9. Gal. 2. 4. Jude 4. | 
Here my opponant tries again to involve me 
in/an abſurdity, and fays, « Whether they got 
« 3n by creeping, lyly or boldly ; thro? the care- 
<« leineſs of the church, or with their conſent and 
* according to their judgment, it matters not 
<* 1n'the preſent caſe ; they are #n: the , church: 
* and ſo 'tis after all but a viſible church, of the 
* common ſtamp.” p. 45. ' But where will tra- 
dition carry-men ! who ever thought that- if a 
thief has but once got into the houſe, that would 
make void the law that forbids his coming there 
and what ſchool is it that will teach, that thoſe 
who take God's covenant into their mouths, if they 
| once /ee that” a thief 15 1n, it is © no matter” if 
they then conseNT with bim | Pſalm 50.'16,-18: 
However TI muſt not forget that our author 
fays,/I miſtvok his meaning. He tells. us that 


his book | treats of 'the church in a /arge ſenſe, 


but that rake the word in the moſt limited ſenſe. 
'This 
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This he inſiſts much upon. p.10, 15, 16, 23,544 - 
i che of his- book 18 
«© The church” of Chriſt -a- firmand durable * 


To- which T reply; that che title 


ef the goſpel. church. | iz : 


& houſe :” and his firſt charadter of it is, © That _ 


« Jeſus Chriſt has bur oxz church in the'world;* - 
* and that is the ſame which.it always was.” | TI. © 
obſerved that the #n#vi//b/z church is ſo, but en+ 


tered my exception againſt its being true of the” 
vifible church, which 1 rook notice was: what: Mr. 


- 7 5... A; [ 2-45 1 : 


F. intended.” Exp. 11. and whether the houſe ./ 


be ſo large as he would make it or nor, I thought ©, 


was the main point of diſpute between us and - 
to have firſt allowed it to be ſo:large, and-then ©. 


to-have tried to prove that it. was not ſo, isaway 
that F never Jearned. Indeedhe tells me; that - -+ 
my book ** ſufficiently - proves” me not:to-be's 
learned man in their way. p. 126..and: he alfo © - 
ah of learning, © 


ſays, -**.Needful accompli 
* can be judged of bv none but ſuch as are them- 


« ſelves thus accompliſhed.” p. 824 | Ir ſeems. - 


then-that'T mult refer it. co the learned, whether 
the-:right© way” of diſputing be for: one: to lay 


down a-propofition, and tor another to. own 4t to. 


be truth, and then try to prove that it is-not-ſo ? 
and whether a maſter of arts would at in charac- 


ter or not, if he declared that the other, *dif- * 
putes without an” opponant, and talks entirly be- 
ſide*the purpole.” .p.. 16, only becauſe. he did- 


not firſt allow that whar ' he diſputes againſt '18 
truth"! | 

Might T be indulged with the common privi- 
lege of Engliſh "men, * to | be tried "by*my 
equals, I ſhould not much fear the conſequence z 
for as far as I am acquainted, people.in towns 
endeayour to have their materials ſo framed, be-. 


fore 
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t6 Belieut#s the only matte 


fore they are put intq the\bouſe, that every" joint 
may apply {40 place. ”" And in new begirinings 
in” the wildernets, where they build inthe courſ- 
eft manner, I think their materials areall eur"off 
from their natural flock; + before'they- are"pur* 
into the houſe .; and if a_ learned: Jenna 
ſhould tell thoſe new beginners, that*they"ought 
to build their houſe ſo large, as'to' take"in's good” 
quantity of the young / groth for future” rs'; 
and-one ſhould attempt to convince hiny of his 
miſtake, I hardly think the honeſt” would 
attribute their controverſy to a miſtake abour 
the meaning of the word houſe.” 

I was ſo far from miſtaking his meaning, that 
_ T took particular notice, that Mr.'F. holds thote 
who own the covenant,”/ according” to' the fynod 
m 2662, and all baptized children, to be mwem- 
bers, 10.as to be under © the farthful authoritative 
« watch and diſcipline of the church.” Tho! F 
obſerved, that the talk of diſciplining fſech in our 
day, was but empty words.” Ex. far 104. t' Bur he 
fays of that-part of my book, that he/ could not 
foe as I had touched his arguments with anything 
to the purpoſe, and therefore paſſes it' over. p.'r18, 
So [-thall: leave -theſe matters with the reader, 
and cloſe this nn with the following queries. 

codes! Can 


= ,—" V2 


= Eplbins: 21. Sand 16;!Col/ 2. ny. ' {/R6m. T1i124. 


1 His notion of diſciplining ſuch, is to infru# and wait 
upon them: ** till their way” is cleajed” rn oe 
e Js this, 


communion. Ser. p90, 92, but what 
more than may be ex toward th are not mn 
the church ? ns man in the Jewiſh hf who trlore 
to keep'ithe paſſover, unleſs neceſſatily hindered;! was to . 
be cat off from hit nl 9. 14, Hence My. F's- 
. darge notion of a h, has neither law nor goſpel t9 
ſa nort 1 it, 
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of the goſpel church. 2 45 


t, Can any perſon be built upori the Rock - 
who does not bear Chriſt's ſayings and do them ? : 
Mat. 7. 2Z4« HEEL 

2. Is not this hearing and doirig,the ſame with © : 
that believing and confeſſion which is ants ſalvation? - : 
Rom. 10. 8, 10, 14- | hl 

3. Will not our . Lord ſue out of bis mouth, - 
every church, and every member that has not © 
this faith and life ? Rev. 3. 16. F 

4. Can Noah, Daiiicl, Job or any other fath:7, © 
deliver any ſon or daughter from the gates of Hat --, 
who have it not ? Ezek. 14. 20. If not, then 

5s How cah any ſouls be fit materials of the -- 
thurch which thoſe gates ſhall not prevail againſt, © 
but ſuch as believe inChriſt with rbeir hearts, and }..- 
confeſs him with their mouths ? This leads us to —© 
ſpeak | HIT 
IT. Of the goſpel manner of building churches.” | 

I know Mr. F. ſays, © I have really nothing. FAY 
* to do with Mr. B. upon this head ; "tis out © © 
© of the queſtion, as a particular church is:not + 
* tbe church, which my ſermons treat of.” p. 51. 

It may therefore be needfu} to enquire into the 
following things. my 

1. Is any other viſible church-ſtate inſtituted =: 
in the goſpel, but a particular one ? The chu ch _ © 
ſpoken of by our Lord in Mat. 18: 15,—18, is : - 
ſuch an one as 4 brother can zel7 his grievance to; ': 
and whoeyer thought that could be to any other .-:. 
than aparticular community ? The ſeven churches © 
of Alia are ſpoken to by their great Head, not -: 
as one national or provincial church, but as ſo + 


many diftn& churches, who are commended, or 

reproved by him, according as their works were, - . 

ineach particular community. The church of 
| C Corinth + 


[ 


lefting .to) judge Þ 
| 'Mr . was 


$5 4++s %.*© 


particular ſociety: 1 Cor, 5. 12. And 


and es frag "or Tor DANG RRIP3.19 ov | 
ant, . i. order to bring their children | 
to baptiſm, who did nor ſee their, /way, clear 9 | 


himſelf not.to be ſo Pang 


baptized "as in a catholze, or in a particular i 


church-ſtate, Burt after much labour between 


«* to diſtinguiſh, between'a particular church, as 
* it is more f7i:7y taken for a particular corpe- 


* place.” * So that according to them, ſub- 


Mr. 


—_—_.. 


© Mr. Mitchel's life, p. 70, 78; and Dr. Joweaks Mather's 
life, p. 54: | 


+ 
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Mr. F. fays, * This is what our fepatate :; 
* brethren improperly called a halt way | cove- |: 
* nant.” Ser. p. 92. If: fo, his learned» brethren 
have now”'got'very openly into the fame” abipro+ 
| pricty. Dr. Bellamyihas writen a number of pie+ £ 
! ces againſt trwunder tharhame 7; and alearned 2:2 
opponent of his ſays, + :Az-.to the \Sulf-way =: 
* prattice ; T'amin it, but not for it. 1 have " 
* no diſpoſition to oppoſe the Dr.inhis endeas 
| © youring'to break ap thar wr/criptural. prattigg; 
! «V-provided he willtake the rightcourſe.” The © 
| courſe that: he would have taken to: break up 
| that prattice; is for miniſters nor 40 require: per- 
ſons to profeſs a gracious ftate in order to''come 
| £6 the Lord's-ſupper ;- which brings:us; 
2. To enquire whether perſons /oug ht to: pro» 
# Afeſs ſaving faih when they come: into thechurch 

or not ? Dr; O:aex' ſays, « -We'defireno more + 

<« to conſtitute church members, and we candefire -: 

«' no lefs than whar in a ' judgment of charity” . + 

«may comply with the wniew thatiis between += 

« "Chriſt the Head and the church, 1Cor. 12.27% |: 
«Eph. 'z. 227 x Corc';. 164.17.02-Cori 146.7 : 
« 18." 7 Thef. r: 1. &c; that may'in the fame = 
« judgment anſwer the'way of rhe beginning . :*: 
and increaſe of the church ' according ro-the _; 
« "will of God, who adds unto the 'church fuck 
<«- as ſhall be ſaved. As 2.47. the rule-of oup 
<« \receiving of them being becauſe be bath rectiv« 


. 


Stn er AR fe Mo: +... 
Ld 
Lad 


= 

<< ed them; Rom. 14.1, 2: that'\may*anlwer that : : 

* < profeſſion of faith which was the ſoundationof * 
3 ** the church,which was not what feb and blood, - 
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*' Mr. Moſes Mather's ſecond piece on the covenant ; Prin- 
ted at New-Haven 1770, p- 78. 
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* but what God bim/elf revealed, Mat: 16. 16.” 
The laſt of theſe ſcriptures is conneRted with Mr. 
 *Fif#'s text. To which I ſhall only add, -thar, 
* tho” ſome in aur day wouldhave it, rhat believ- 
ing with all the beart, which was required of the 
Eunvch'in order for baptiſm, meant-ſomething 
ſhort of ſaving faith ; yet Paul ſays, If thou ſhalr 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord ſeſus, and ſhalr 
believe in thine beart, that God raiſed him' from 
the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom; 10, 9. Note, 
he that believes in his heart, ſhall be ſaved ; how 
daring then is it for any to argue that, @ beliey- 
ing with all the bgart, can mean any lower kind 

of faith |! 
3. Howis this faith to be- confeſſed ? The 
foregoing ſcriptures and many more ſhew, that 
it was with the mouth or- yerbally- z' tho” many 
would haye it to be general and not parucular - 
to prove which the Eunuch's declaration'is fome- 
times produced, Not obſerving, that Philip had 
immediate teaching from heaven to go to him, 
and got. well acquainted with his foul-exerciſes 
before this confeſſion ; nor the vaſt difference 
there is between ſaying,” 1 believe that Feſus 
Chriſt is the Son of God, now whena man/ would 
expoſe himſelf in the world to ſay the'coptrary ; 
to what it was then, when that truth was ſo'mmuch 
denied. Saints are often called God's witneſles ; 
and who does not know, that the general re{- 
timony from ſuch is not ordinarily \enough, 
but 'men. want to hear ' ih particular, Fow 
they 
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they came to the knowledge -of what they 


teſtify .? Hence, | tho' Peter. had immediate * 
direction from'/ above to £2 to Cornelius, © 
d have from bis 


mouth an, account how he came. to ſend for 
him... And,.when . the; church at _ Jeruſalem - 


yet - when he came he wou 


wanted ſatisfaction of - Peter about that matter, 


he did not turnthern off with a general declarati- 


on, that the: holy-Ghoſt fent him, and owned 


of building churches: KT. i: 


him ; . tho? he -had a mych better. claim to-be © 


credited-by-that church, than . common . perſons '.-. 


now: have t& be credited by a church they would © 
19ih with. :. but-inſtead of turning, them off with +: 


generals, Peter rehearſed the matter from the bt= 
ginning, and expounded. it by order unto them. Ats .. 
41. 4-- And as our-Lord has commanded his - - 
diſciples, not,to give bely things to. unholy crea» : 


tures, 'onc+70 beabars of: falſe prophers, Hide, 
ye ſhall know them by their fruits. Mat. 7. 


and heard; declare we unto you, that w alſo may 
bave fellowſhip with us. And do notthele things 


I5, : 
16.. ſo' he has explained thoſe fruits to be, what 
1s brought forth. out of the heart by ſpeaking. Luk. 
* 6.45 and John ſays, That which we bave [een 


ſufficiently -prove that the goſpe] method of pro- 


fefling our faith, is by a particular declaring'of : 


it with our-mouths ? 


4: To whom is. tlie. declaration to be made ? - 
Mr. F. refers vs to a claulc in. Cambridge plat- | 


form where they fay, in caſe of © exceflive fear, — 


© *tis ſufficient that the e/gers, having received-: 
- $*: private ſatisfaftion, make relation thereof in 
public before the church.” p. 51. Burt as he - 


had ſpent the four preceding pages, in trying to - 


prove that one of our tathers ** worſt-miſtakes,” : : 
| was +. 
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22 Of he goſpel manner 


was thcir allowingthe brotherhood too much pow- 
er; believe I ought to beallowedalittle room here 
to prove, that in this caſe they didnot allow them 
enough. For there's no point- more-expreſsly 
fotbidden by our Lord, than for miniſters to al- 
fume a'/pawer like civilrelers. Mat. 20. 2527. 
Mark 110. /42—44. Luke 22. 2529. * - Yet 
where are the civil judges thar 'are allowed the 
power to examine witn in private, and then 
co read or relate their icſtimany in public, with- 
out giving full bberty to all who are concerned, 
to hear and examine the witnefles themielves ! 
Will *:exceſſive tear” excuſe witneſſes in cartitly 

courts? 
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® «« All the pleas of the Romaniſts are vtterly inſufficient to 

- 4: ſecaretheir papal dominion from thi-ſword of the mouth of 
** / the Lord Jeſus, ; for, whereas their utraoſt pretence and 
__*« defence confiſts in this, That it is not domintonand pow- 
** er abſolutely that is forbidden, but the znlaqful, tyranni- 
«cal; oppreſſive exerciſe of power 3-+ -never was there any 

« dominion in the world, more crucl,---than that of the 
** Popes been. But it is evident, that our Lord doth 
«not 2m. the leaſt reflet on the rule or government of the 

** Kings aud Princes of the gentiles.------He ſpeaks of 

* /ben in an eſpecial manner, whom their {ubjetts, for 

- «© their. moderate and equal rule, called benefattors,, And 
*« ſuch a power or preheminence it was,----that the two 
*«-diſciples defired in bi; kingdom, which gave occafion to 
_*© thisdeclaration.---He will have,--- no cexrts, no rercivt 
\* Juri/diion ;---for by theſe means do the Priaces of the 
*;*gentiles, thoſe that are the benefators of theix countries, 

, ** rule among them. And this 15 moſt evident from-what 
«© in oppoſition hereunto he ibes unto his own dif- 
* ciples, the greateſt, and beſt in office, grace and pifts ; 


** namely a miniftry only, to be diſcharged in the way of. 


** /ervice. How well this great command and {direttion 
* of our Lord Jeſus hath been and is; complied withal; 
«© -by thoſe who have *taken on them to be rulers in the 
« church, is ſufficiently known.” Wy 


' Dr. Owen's nature of a goſpel church. p. 29, 30, 


courts'? if not,: what .a ſhame 1s.1t- to. pretend | 


that any are fit to be received as God's witnefles, 
whoa can't. cell before their brethren ſomething of 
what they know concerning the truth and love. 1 
As to a relatzon: of experiences, before all the con; 
gregation, which was, our fathers gommon. pracy 
tice, and is ofren_ of great benefit; yet I infilt 
nat. on that for-every one; bur before. the church 
[think none ought to. be received. without . it, 
In the epiltle to 2/7 the ſaints at Rome, members 
as. well. as officers, they were required to receive 
him that was i the faith tho' weak; and to re- 
cerve one, another as Chriſt received them... Ram; 


1-7-.4nd. 14-1, and 15. 7. And how can that be 
dane. without hearing of them ? yer don't miſ- . 
take me ; waat I plead for arelation of (as pre- - 
Gdent Edwards laid) arc the great things wherein 


godlinels confilts, and not the perions . opinion 
of his own goodeſtate, ® We come, ' 
ITE. To confider of the goſpel method. of or- 


ganzing churches. Our 


» 
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* Should any here objeQ, that Mr. Edwards was again the 
cuſtom I plead for 3 1 reply, that I know he ſeems to ſay 
much againſt it, particularly'in his diſcourſe on the afe@#i 
exs ; tho*I think he does not pretend ro bring any ſcripture 
againkt it ;” but only that he did not fee full proof fer it 3 
therefore. if T have brought proof for it, he has noithivg 
againſt that. What he chiefly appeared againft, was the tying 
perſons up to one particular order of experience _; and ally 
a being - taken with fome ftriking words in their dectara- 
tion, | without due- repard to rhe whole nature of it, and 
likewiſe *o their fe and converſation. And herein I am 
full in his ſemiments; and- wouid intreat all, not ro be 
taken with, or to judge accarding to aSpeararce, but to 

Jjuoge righteous judgment, Yet after all Mr. Edward; was 

ſo far from excluding the telling of experience, that he 

expreſsly requires it, in_ candidates for the miniſtry, 

Treatiſe onthe aﬀeQtions, p. 301, 302. 
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Our author in his ſermons tells us, that Chriſt 
did not go to colleges or ſchools of learning for 
his firſt miniſters, but that they whom he took 
into his ſchool, were chiefly unlzarned and ignorant 
men z to whom in a little rime, he gave ſuch a 
meaſure of Knowledge, learning, and grace, as 
abundantly qualified them for the gredt work, 
whereto' he appoirited them. Yet now ſince the 
canon of ſcripture is compleated; he ſays, © Ic 
« muft be bur a forid conceit, a remark without 
& reaſofi, judgment or trurh—to fay, The Lord 
« js now railing up and ſending fofth,—unlearn- 
« ed and ignoraht men,” And he” repreſents 
dll ſuth as going ,* without any warrant or call 
«*« from the King of Zion,” and compares then 
to Sceba's fons.. Aﬀts 19. 15, 16c.. _ 

Bur of them that are furniſhed with knowledge 
4nd ungerflanding, he lays, * Such men being 
© foutd, and preſenting themſelves, with a hum: 
* ble arid ſerious defre to engige in the work 
(1 Tird, 3+ 1.) the apoſtle fatther dlre&ts and 
{© charges, that they ſhall hfve the work of the 
©* minijtry commitied tothem by authorized hands, 
© even by officers already in the church.” &c. In 
reference to which, as T came acrols his uſe of 
the word extraordinary in another caſe, T inferted 
a note upon rhe great things that were done by 
that word, and ſaid, 6 'The power of Chriſt Ma 
« gualifyizg men for the miniſtry, without goirg 
*© io colleges for chem, 1s hereby limitted to the 
« apoilles days z and all are rejected with con- 
<< teinpt by Mr. F.who do not receive their giſtsac 
* co:/370, and their authority from authorized 
4 hands, P: 15—417, and thei authorized hands, 
i, dy the hep of this, word have gor” ſuch an 
cs £6 


© extraordinary ' power as the apoſtles never 
© had. For the apoſtles were 4 witneſſes tor 
&« Chrifl, and as fuch pointed out to the church, 
«what qualifications officers ſhould have, and 
«ſaid, Ertl Took ye out amiong you fuch men, 
*« AAs 1. 8.and 6. g, But theſe pretended ſuc- 


& ceflors of the apoſtles, aſſume a power to limit | 
c 


&« "the church, in her choice to ſuch as they have 
« approbated ; which I truſt will be made evicen: 
* to be a power which the apoſtles never had.” 
Ex. 'S CERN 

The reader may note, that here T ſpake of the 
qualifying, apptobating, and choice of officers ; 
but. Mr. F. over what 1 Jaid, "and pre- 
ſumes to tell what T meant : for he ſays, © "tis 
* evident Mr. B. there means a power of or- 
* daining officers in the church.” And fo fix- 
ing upon what T neither faid hor meant in that 
place, he accuſes me” with < keeping batk the 
* principal words in the text, as it relates to the 
«© preſent queſtion :” and with . affirming that 


» 


the apoſtles, * never had power to ordain ;”"— 


with a © preſumptuous handling of "the holy . 


** ſcriptures, and a . daring corrupting of the 
*« tenſe of them,” &c." Þ. 65, 66. The way 
he takes to try to prove that I meant what I did 
not expreſs, 1s to ce the reader thar I refer to g 


page in his book that treats of ordination ; as it 
Ih 


ad referred to but one page ; whereas my re 
ference was exactly as I have now laid it before 
the reader, who will judge whether I haveinjurec 
the truth-er not, ſince the apoſtles only defcrib- 
ed what thoſe officers Nicaods and work 
ſhould be, and*then” called the church to [bot 


then ont, and” the church did” fo, and thiy fer 


D thoſe 
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thoſe whom,they had Icgked® out, Gefore the a- 
p.:Aes. But the modern method 1s, ſuch as 
fire to b2-muniſters, bumbly 10 preſen 

before oMcers to be approbated, rs 


hurch , 
15 limited, 1n her choice of miniſters, to Fac | 


Candidates, | n 


This Mr. F. cannor.deny,; but after Tying 


nuch upon it, he. comes to. theſe words 7: © 


** though we think the affair of examination 


I 


** and judging of. the qualifications of res | 


«* for the miniltry, is commirted to the 'miniſters, 
++ by the Head of the churches, ,yet "we neither 
* arrogate it wholly to ourſelves, as Mr. B, char- 
** ges, 4. &. lo as iq exchide the peoplefrom iry- 
** 1ng and judging and chooling *x0 
*© nor do we ever pretend tO, impoſe_x 


| them, 


*« thoſe whom we examine and approbate,” p. . 


82. Reply : What I charged them with, he 1s 
here forced to own z and though his mjnd was 
10 intent upon miniſterial power, as not to. men- 


tion the churches choice, in the page which he | 


lays treats of orgjnation, yet I did ,nor ſuppoſe 
that he excluded the people from a choice a- 
iong their candidates ;-and to fay T charge 
chem therewith,, is what 1, deny, and =o 
him prove it if he can, This art of flipping in 
!omething which. goes not belong to the caſe 
in hand, to prevent its appearing in its true light, 
i a dreadful part of the /rarnins of our world, 
Not oply ſo, buthe has alſo proved himſelf 7n- 
' «citſably guilty of the ſame thing that he unjuſt. 
I; charged upon me ; namely, of Keeping back 
rincipal words of ſcripture, on which the preſent 
&..:-tion depended. For when I produced our 


.-:4/'s,commendarion of . the church of "Ephe-" 


{vs, 
= 


hlve 


for chewſelves ; 
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Jus, Rev. 2..to ptove. thar» it.. is. the+ churches 
work to try miniſters, Mr... lays, © Theſe words 
* .were ſpoken #9.and. of \the. angel or minifter of 
*« the church.” p.. 8r. , And keeps back thoſe 
1mportant,. words, | that the epittle 13, J/þas the 
SPIRIT Jaith UXTO, THE CHURCHES. What a 
* daring and, marifelt corrupting of the holy 
« ſcripture is. here / | 

So when I oblerved that in Paul's day, letrers 
of commendation-were #9. and. {xom- the-charch ; 
bur proved that fome muniſters m-ovr land claim 
a power like civil rulers, contrary. to-the expref3 


command of - Chrift, and then ſaid, If miniſters. 


would leaye their evor idly compariſons, and attend 
wholly to divine rule, 1 belicve they would find 
that it belongs to. the-church with chem. to try 
miniſters. Ex. p. 40, 41. Yer Mr. #. takes 
much. pains co. make che reader believe thar [ 
don't huld ſo, . and at laſt ſays. of the Corinthian 
church,  <* It letters of commendation went fem 
« them or came-to- them, twill be hard for Mr. 
© B. to prove. that the brotherhood and net the 
« minifters,gave and receivedthem” p. 83; 1 was 
ſo far trom  faying Not the miniſters,. that I-faid 
The:church with-them ; and if men” under a 
pretence of learging may thus change our-words 
from ith ro #0t, what will they not do to ſerve 
their own. turn | 
From approvation we now.come to ordination; 
and 1. obſerve that "the grand point. wherein: he 
accules me with perverting icripture 48\my laying 
the apoſtles. were oply <oitnefſes ; © which(lays he) 
«** every one knows, are perions that att in a very 
** different character from thoſe who appoint, /et 
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28 The goſpel method 


* and fix in a ſtation or office.” p. 66. Anſwer 
1, It is ſo in earthly ſtares 3 tho” by the'way, *tis 
a5 well known, that in ſuch ſtates oliite-tower 
is originally derived from © the people ; and in 
the Maſlachuſerts, if nor in other provinces,com- 
mon. towns have power, when they have elected 
their officers, to inveſt them therewith, by their 
moderators giving them their oaths, before the 
meeting is difſolved z and would he place the 
church of Chriſt beneath our common towns ? 
Anſwer 2. Our Lord himſelf told his apoſtles, 
that they ſhould receive power, after the holy 
Ghoſt came uponthem; and that they ſhould be 
witneſſes unto him, both in Jeruſalem, and unto 
the uttermoſt part of the earth. As x.8. And 
in after times he ſpeaks of giving power unto his 
witneſſes, and they ſhall propheſy. Rev. 11.3, 6. 
Therefore Jet our author and others conſider 
well, where men have got to, who plead for power 
to © att in a charafer very different from” that 
which the Son of God gave to his apoſtles, and 
to later miniſters. The pift of God which Timo- 
thy received by the putting on of Paul's hands, 
and which he was called to fir up, was not tbe 
/pirit of fear, but of rowtr, and cf Love, and of a 
SOUND MIND. A power to keep him from being 
"ſhamed of the TEsTIMONny of our Lord, or of his 
ſuffering ſervants. A power to hold faſt the form 
of ſound words in faith and love which is in Chriſt 
Teſus, at a time when many turned away from 
that cauſe. 2 Tim. 1. 6—8, 1445. This pow- 
er keeps Chriſt's miniſters trom fainting, and 
enables them_ to renounce the bidden things of di/- 
boneſty, not walking in cRAFTIness, nor handling 
the word of God DECEITFULLY, but by manifeſta- 
: | 


From 
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miniſter who: has, nota Many bf this power, if 
he could haveas many biſhops or. preſbyrers, | to 
lay their hands upon him, as could ſtand betwixt 
here and Jeruſalem, they could not make it the 
duty of any ſoul to obey him as a miniſter of 


Chriſt. What we are called to is to obey the 


iruth ;, and ſo far as miniſters hold forth the 
truth by word and example, it 15 an important 
duty to obey and follow them ; yea to eſteem 
them highly.in love for their works ſake, Gal. 2. 
1: Phil. 3..17, 2 The. 5. 12,13. Heb: 23. 7,17, 
And thoſe who de/pi/e fach, deſpiſe him that ſent 
them. Luke 10. 16. 

But to have men's per ons in admiration becauſe 
of advantage is an evil way even tho? it were 


the perſon of an apoſtle or ani angel from beaven. 


Gal..1.:9, Jude 16. And as all true religion 
has its ſcat in the hearts and conlſciences of men, 
from whence it flows out into their hives and 
conduct ; ſo Joſhua when he had laid open the 


truth to Iſrael, ſaid, if it ſeerns evil wnta you to! 


ſerve the Lord, chooſe you this day whom you will 
ſerve, And Jeſus Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, H#by 
even of your ſelves judge ye not what is right, And 
Paul ſaid to the Chriſtians, 7 /heak as to wiſe men, 
judge ye what I ſay. Hence it 1s referred toevery 
conſcience, whether we can juſtly view. the apol- 
tles 4n any . other light, than as RY Chriit's 
witneſſes and the churches ſervants. 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
pointing out to the church what was to be done ; 


who having choſen their officers, and ſer them - : 


before them, that the apoſtles in conlequence'of 


the churches at, laid hands on them, and were :: : 


the 
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tion of the TRUTH ces ug themſelves to every 
man's conſcience in 1 e- fight of. God. And an 
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the churches” mouth to heaven for a bleſfig oh \ 
ſaid'6fficers. ' 1 think this idea is confirmed by | Yer. 
what Peter ſays of himſelf ; for when writing to 
elders, he files himſelf alſo an elder, and a wit- * 
neſs of thie ſufferings of Chrift, and a poriaker of || 
the glory that ſhall be revealed. _ From whetice F 
he exhorts the elders of churches, .ro feed the 
Aock of God, taking the overlight thereof, not 
by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, 
bur'of a ready mind ; neither as beinz lords over 
God's heritage, bur being 2n/amples of the flock. 
Now you may remember that Dr, Owen (as 
quoted a httle back) tells. us, that the” utmolt |! 
prereace and defence of the Rotnaniſts, to ſecure © 
their dominion is, That iris not dominion ab- 
ſolutely that is forbidden, but the wnlaw/ul iy- 
ranical exerciſe of power. And I before refer- 
red Mr. F. to one of his brethren. 'in the ſame 
county with him, and a truſtee of one of the col- 
Jeges, that he would limit Chriſt's church to_ for 
miniſters, who aſſerts, that the rights conveyed 
by the keys, and belonging to the elder/ſhip only, 
are © As diſtmct as.the rights of a magiltrace' are 
«« from thoſe of a private freeman, in a c:vil 
* community. Theſe rights are connected 
«with, and inherent in the office of the elder- 
<«« ſhip.—The expreſs charge given them, not to 
lord 1t over God's heritage, ſuppoſeth them 
to have ſuch rights and , powers above, over, 
and diſtinct from, and independant of the 
churcn.—For—'tis not poſſible they ſhould be 
in danger of abu/ing a 'power . they never 
had.”'* Which ſhews vs, that all the diffe- 
rence 


' 
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* A ſecond letter upon lay-ordination, by Mr.George Beck« 
with of Lyme. Priatcd 1766. p. 58, 59. 


2 Fogland preſbyrerians, as to their pleas for pow- 

Jcr 1s, - The catholic; pleads that the ſcripture for- 
© bids, only their tyranical uſe of lordly power; and 
Irhe preſbyterian pleags, that what is orbidden is 
Lrhe abuſe of it. 'An 


he. ought to. have faidg; Not, a5 tyrants! and ſo 


I or power, ſpeak nor'in the xvords, which the 
1 Wi Ghoſt teacheth, but in thoſe which man's wiſ- 
dom tcacheth z comparing Chriſt's beavenlyking- 


Eward. 

g Our apthor imagiges chat; as,our 22 eb fa- 
ih p hers, * had indeedfelt the ſeveritics of a ufurp- 
* £d power at, home,, the power.of the:clergy, 
* wr endangered, the other extreme, —Here they 
« abate to themſelves. the power which Chrilt 


F< ordination.” p. 46. Burt when all is ſaid and 
© clone, can it be more certain that three and twg 
make five, than it is, that if the power of ordina- 
Stion is only in oficers, then he muſt have-an un- 
interrupted ſucceſſion. 'of ſuch ordinations, down 
#from the apoſil:s, orelfe he has nota right ordi- 
Znation himiclf'? To try to cover the, matter with 
©don't knows is to go back into the church which 

holds igncrance as the mother of devotion... As 
in the jewiſh church the prieſthood was limited 
to one line, f6 I produced an inſtance, of ſuch as 
the facred hiſtorian allows to be children of the 


pri efts ; 


of organizing tharches, 34. 


rence between Roman catholics, and ſome New- + 


according to both, Peter - 
® miſtook the caſe when he ſaid, Not as lords for / 


F Eh, are:;the reverſe. of the. apoſtles,,. who, ſpake 

n the, zvords which man's Eiſdopr teacheth bus | 
[fl $61 the holy Ghoſt teachetb ; comparing ſpiritual 
cn fer power 41 Cor, 2. 13, For theſe Tos: legs -: 


dorn to earthly ſtates, direQly;in the. face of his | 


* their Lord had given them, in the point” of + 
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priefts ; yet becauſe they could not fnd the regi/- 
ter 'of their'g! ea +, £ were as mn 'd, put 
from the prieſtbood. Ezra 2. 62. whit T thought 
was to the point'in 'hand ; but Mr.'F. ſtarts off, 
and will not/own that he held forth an uninterrup- 
ted 1.ne ; only that Chriſt has always * fupplied 
his church with able miniſters accorditig to” his 
promiſe(and'who denied that?” Then' from an 
old book /he' mentions the names of ſomeEin'each 
cehtury'';z and I obſerve that bapriffs miniſters 
willdo as wellas any, if people do not know them 
to be ſuch. © For in the 42th'centuryy” beſide 
others he ſays, © Were Peter Bruis and” his fcho- 
{« lar Heyry of Tholouſe, two famous preach 

*« againſt popiſh errors.” p. 25. So'1t ſeems, * 
and one of thoſe popith errors was infant baptiſm ; 
for Dr. Wall, one of their teſt writers for 
that 'praftice, ſay 'of theſe 'rwo men, that they 
were, ' The firſt antipedobaptiſts preachers, that 
« ever ſet up a church,or fociery of men, holding 
<< thar opinion” againſt infant baptiſm, "and re- 
&« baptized fuch as had been ka 1h in_infan- 
* cy.” * Yet many' of our” mmniſters even to 
this day, will dare to tell their people, That the 
firſt baptiſts'in the world, were thoſe of Mun- 
ſter, four hundred'years afterward '! 

To fur up this matter ;/ if Mr. F: has not a 
regiſter to ſhew, of ' an uninterrupted ſucceffion 
of miniſterial ordinations clear from'the apoſtles, 
I leave him and all to conſider, whether, accord- 


ng 
_ — 


* Dr. /Wall's hiſtory 'of infant baptiſm, "part IT p, 184. 

Vide Gill's anſwer to Dickinſon, 32. "By alas fans 
authority we find, that Gerhbardur and Dulcinut, whom 
Mr, P. calls, Two famous preachers in the 13th centu- 
ry, were likewiſe baptiſts, 
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if erganizing hes 33 


Þg. the, plain ſcripture example which .ash 
rodbbed, he ought not; cicher as, polluted 


Ep the, a pc or elſe own .him- 


to: bave been, unguſt,an., ble mee, aback our 
legs and us, fot, holding the. power of ordina- 
to. be 1p. the chareh? 1 — to confider 
IV: Of che difference between civil and eccle- 
al government. 4, 1. 14 b S4CM6t4 
pn Cano F er a 

TD, ing .caurc ma» 
ny facts, 19 ſhew. how: civil and. ectleſiaftical at- 
fairs have been confopnded-together:in-aur coun- 
try ; which | Tv done amazing-miſchief, and. was 
the: worſt miſtake [that- our fathets-. brought-to 
this-land.. . 1 ful by denhatec-for a 
the church and ſtare, but. again/? ſuch @ 4nion be- 
MRIen as bes. been pradliſed, a—__ us. 

B32 Nil, 

In reply Mr, F. 7 Oo me. mach.for.a Jac 
ting theſe, matters -reſt as our fathers had. Jeft 
them; while yet he has nor the. coutage-rogultify 
all their conduct, for: £0, run. the line, or: Ex' the 
bound, between the rwo powers, better than they 


did 3 and layss £* This \js- too-dehcate ab affair 


« for- the to attempt,” p. ,564.), Then he/-goes 
0n.to/ prove, what I] , never in the leaſt denied, 
that the Jewiſh. church and. ſtate. were. united; 
while. yet; rheir aQts as /to civil polity; and-religi- 


ous worſhip,. were. kept diſtin. p. 564.57, \Yet 


from, this and ſome other things he; wries to con- 
fare; or elſe tro confound mee 2; Is; - oth 


Two things. therefore appear. neceflary, here 


to be conſidered,; which are; how the civ1] rulers 
in-fracl-did behave toward the chareh, and 


whar the difference is berwixt us and ther. 
| E Firſt; 


between 
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24 The difference and diſtin limits 


Firſt, how did Iſrael's civil rulers behave to- 
ward the church? "This may+- be anſwered in two 
branches: | {Is 

1. As to a place and* furniture for worſhip, 
Tho' their” great 'Lawgiver covld, had he ſeen 
fit, as-exaRtly have' proportioned each man's part 
of rhe expence, as to have given the pattern of 
what was to be:made'; yer inſtead of thar, afcer 
giving notice of what was wanted, 'he ſaid, Who- 

oever is of a wilting heart, "let hint bring an Off- 
ng unto tht Lord, gold, ſilver, ve ns: LY 
when their- coſtly temple was to be” builr, 
David like a narfing father, led the way, and of 
his own - proper | poods, offered very largely ; and 
then exhorted his _ to do the like z'which 
had ſuch'effefty as cauled him with grateful won- 
der today, Ag for me in the ' uprightneſs of 

*<:mytheart'F have willingly offered all theſe 
<« things ; 'and now bans ſeen with” Joy, thy 
« people which are preſent here, to offer wi/limg !y 
* :unto thee.” 1 Chron: 29. '2, 19. 

Who'can'fail to obſerve, that here it appears, 
both ir the proviſion that was made for the ta- 
bernacle, and for the temple, that what was done 
was "offered td the Lord,” and that, as each” one 
found'a willing heart, without any preſcribing 
or compelling in either caſe ? Indeed half a 
thekel was preſcribed for each man to offer, 'to 
make 'attonement for his ſoul, in which the rich 

ſhould nor give more, nor the leſs. Exod, 
30. 15. | Importing that all ſouls are of ' equal 
value ; which money 'was for the ' fervice of the 
fabernacle. And when the temple needed repair- 
mg in after times, the king ſaid to the prieſts, 

all this money, and al! the money that cometh into 
- any 


between crvil and eccleſiaſtical government. 35 


only, mans heart to. bring into the houſe of the Lord, 


let the prieſts take it, every man of his acquain» 
tance, and let them repair the breaches; of the 
houſe, 2 Kings, 12.4, 5+. :But they,being- ne» 
gligent of their duty, the king. reproved them 
ior it; and at his commandment they prepared 
a cheſt, and. ſat ir-in the gate of the houſe, and 


made a proclamation. through Judah and Jerula-, 


lem, to ring in to, the Lord whe collection that 
Moſes commanded. , And all the princes, and ai 


the people rejoiced, and breught in and coſt into the” 
cheſt in abundance. 2 Chron. 24. 6, 8—1r. This. 


was their method, as. tothe place of worſhip.; and 
2... Concerning the: ſupport af thoſe who mi- 
niſtred /in it. ;, we find that the great land-Jord 


and proprietor of all things, enjoined it upon. 1{- 
rael, to -offer him the. farlt fruits, and alſo the. 


tenth of all their. increale, to be a_ proviſion, for 
his miniſters, for the ſtranger,  fatherleſs,,and 
widow; which they -were to offer as they. would 
exp*Ct a continuance, and-a b/:z/ing on his land. 
Levit, 18. 9—13. Deut. 26. 1—15. Thoſe alſo 
who miniſtred at the altar, were to partake with, 
it.. _ Levit. 6. 16—e6,. 1,Cors q. 13. | 
And we find.in the reformation in_Hezekiah's 


time, that. he firlt . ſtired up. thoke miniſters to, _. 


their. duty, and. then, the people to give. them 
their portion, that. they might be. encouraged . in, 
their work ; and as:Joon as his commandment 
came, abroad, the. children of Ilarel brought 4. 
abundance... 2 Chran--gt. 2—5-, And after the 
Jews return from capuyity, they were, very. parti- 
cular. in their-covenantconcerning theſe matrers ; 
and, when. they neglected to ac 

Nehemiah contended with themzand ſtirred chem 
up. 


& accordingly, 
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A dechiths that he a6 curſe Jed the t 
therefor : but calls them ro return unto him,an 
bring "in the flores {o that their might be mear* Y 
his houſe, "and *to*prove him therewith, if he 
would not' pour them - our, ſach' a 'b ar 
they ſhould not "have room enough | wr "it. 
Neal: /' 5—10. All which very clearly” Mets 
that both. rulers and | prophets, endegvoured each 
in their place,” t to ftir vp the prieſts*and. Levites 
ro'do theik duty! in'the Radle of of God; and to ftir 
up the people to d& their part, both roward* his 
houſe, atid towards, thoſe, who miniftred therein ; 
but 'T cannot find thar rulers were ever allowed, 
much lefs required, to vſc any force to bring apy 
tot. 'Wg have many accounts" of their, infliet- 
ing corporal puniſhments in” other affairs, | ur 
nor in this, 

Secondly, What is the difference heriern the 
ke ſtare'and ours ? I anſwer 

The laws of their {tate} were mide by 

cnfalible authofiry 5 gurs are but the ordingnees 
of ps min: TC Pet2; 14. 
God was the King of that ſtate, idolatry 

ih tre ainft him as Sith? TI cite his laws 
were 'moſt it, that if a brother, *r the wife of 
their boſon, 'or a friend that was as their 9%: 
ow ſhould "{eer tly entice 'them'to ſerve "ofber 
gods, they ould not only refuſe ro conſent ;'but 
ſays God Thou Re irtY kill him: Anaif they 


found'ch Fog one \- hats rey Had Bo =: 
away Y, fays ou E 
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'allew of ſome fort of 291 bs ie ” 
= this 200714 ; and if 2 BEE ” he church” 
found b guiky of this HD riſtians' are q 
required to come our! and LL - War 
0 , 1 Cor. 5. 10, IT, 2 C . 

BY Iſrael woofg king 
it Hl be fror 


which 1s 2ot thy bg | 3: 

was in obedience” ro a'decree * 
ſtranger and an'idotarty) that” hr Nee 
came ta Bechlehem,'y p; Jeſus 1, Luke 


2.1, 7, And when the Jews afked Jelus, if tit + 
—_ 


was lawful to giv 90 ue to ſuch a =: 
anſwer was, RP unto ITY the Uubga $which” - 
are Cxfars'; and unto God, "har"are 
Goh Mar. 2221” And his” gol oy 
ows, the ſword to execute os u Wet 
ers, in_ civil ſtates. "hm 12 To a 


foundation and . ſupport of Chrite's King doin is bed 
TRUTH, John 18. fi &55 "And tho' his fe | 
walk in ihe fleſh, 2s they are Jot to war” after ho | 
fleſh ; ; ; for their t” not carnal, 2 Cor..vo.' 
3, 4: Were this difference between "ae and* = 
ſtare juſtly viewed ir would obviace the"objetti-” 
on that ſome make. zainſt any 'vſe of the carnal | 
weapon at all, 25 wel elf as prevent orhers abuſing > 
of it about religi as many do : 'For, =: 
ach ' In the Ton fare the priefts ſentence had = 
power, that by it men We Jbut up, or fet at -. 
liberty ; 
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liberty. and fuch-as he pronounced «/terly ws 
þ be. had ary without the camp. 
Levit...1.3. 146. And by his ſentence. a man 
might dwell in his own houſe or not ; yea by it, 
a houſe .muſt be broken down, and its materials, 
carried without the city. Levit. 14. 44445. And, 
ir, power went ſo far as to. /bruft « king gut 
fs ye is roned to be unclean, 
2 Chron. 26.20,” Burt what awful tyranny, yea 
helliſh. cruelty, has been praftiſed under the 
chriſtian name, by the. prieficraft of thoſe wha 
have confounded the Jewiſh"and. chriſtian conſti- 
OR | rl T hy if * view Pep in their 
X light; the high prieſt was an evident type 
of Him _— has try 60 David, that be” 
and no man. ſhutreth, and ſhutteth, and 'no man 
openeth, Rey. 3.7. And the other prieſts were 
of the Iyely.materials of which his __ is 
peed - 5. ; = by the arcs Mo 
reat high prieſt, a Souſe or church, which will not 
be cleanled 


or reformed, is taken down or remov- 
ed, out of its place, Rev. 2.5. And by the ſame 
power. will. our earthly tabernacle be diſſolved. 
2 Cor..5.. 1-4. 

And as the apoſtles were inſpired to. publiſh 
tus goſpel, they reſtored ro men the key of know-. 
ledge which blind guides had taken away. Mat. 
23. 13+Luke, 11. 52. And-were iofiruments of 
opening a deor of faith unto the geatiles, Acts 
14-27. :And by the fame authority they gave 
rules for receiving members into'Chniff's church . 


and, by his power the church of God at Corinth, 
called to be ſaints, were required, when they were 
gathered / oFether, to-put azody from ' amIuo them: 

Jebves a wicked perſon, x Cor. x. 2. and 5. 4; 1% 
and 


between civil and eccle/raſtical government. 29 


and their obedience thereto was.a puniſhment in- 
Fifttd of many. 2 Cor..2. 6. And not a word'of 
its berng 4 work done only by officers. Diotrepbes 
who aflumed ſuch a power to himſelf, when an 
apoſtle wrote unto the church, his” prating and 
malice therein 1s expoſed, for a warning to "all 
after ages. 3 John. 10. | | » 
Miniſters, as diſtin& from other ſaints,” ars 
hever called prieſts in the new-teſtament ; rhere- 
fore the power of the ancient pricſts to goverht ih 
the houte of God, is an argument for;"and ho! 
againſt rhe government” of Chriſt's houſe, beir 
in- the - church as a body. - In alt civit govern 
ments, from the greateſt empires to our cormmor 
families, ſome have” power to judgr for others, 
which power others 'ought to. ſubmit 7s ; but our 
Lord has molt plainly torbidden, either the aft. 


ming of ſubmitring'to any ſuch thing in religion. 
La 22. ATR Truth is ever ta be ſubmir- 
ted'to, tho? bad men deliver it ; but we are for- 
bidden to call any man on earth maſter or father. 
Mat. 23. 1—9:'. . Miniſters ſhould” be” burning 
and ſhining lights, andrule'the church as the fun 
rules the day, by holding forth Tigbt and beat, to 
dire& and quicken men 1a their walk and work. 
This 15 to, be-done by word and and exatrple. 
Mat. 4, 14—16. Heb. 13..7, $8, 417. And 
dreadful will be the cafe of all ſouls who diſobey 
ſuch rule and. influence; but: eyen women” are 
called ro look to it, that they'receive not Any 
teacher of a contrary charafter, as they would 
eſcape'a pariaking of bis evil aceds: 2 John's. 11, 
* Once-more, | 
The ſame birth that brought a Jew into 

the world, brought him allo into the church, Yo 
® 


Hts bois ed EY limuls 


241-244 4 I 
oh 
& or, 


Þ. 2.43 name Fe commi | pltry " 

Hi muſt Ev $:= 20-10, 

I1. and 24, 16. BE pg poll, Fu! 3 4b 

communication if 1mp H 

Fore _ perlo lms whe 
8. 11..1 


,3n9. Tecel) 
and alſo how his 0 
Fg 


at, 12, 21. 
ned it 


| 025 0h 2 know, that e order 9 F the 


i o rdom of heaven. is, to let both grow together | in 
arg al. t Fas end, of it... Mat. 14. A: 0, 


ings We. rs 


of violent methods 
as would not conform 
: wy an "he þ miniſters... Mr. F. now 
ays, It is quite injurious for me. to charge theſe 
Þ W's. or, churches |; . and fays, 
fe cutions he ſpeaks of, were 
Jaft, whether right or not (which i iS 
ad Dot my buſineſs here.to exermine) i it. matters 
« not in the preſent cale : 'tis eyident .are 
& the doings of ; ru authority, an at 
«© ALONE.” Þ. 56, | 
On which.I old remark 1. Thor mi miniſters 
influence in thoſe affites | is too Well known, by 
rulcrs 


BY #h "BY 


between crvil and  eccle/iaſtical government. 41 
ny and people, to admit this aſſertion. for 


What Mr.  Þ, has. diſcovered thro? his 
book, leaves no room to think .that he would 
have left theſe fas undiſputed, if he could have 
found any ground. to diſpute upon. . 

3: If it. was not. his buſineſs to have endea- 
voured to determine whether thoſe roſecutions 


zuſtify them ; for. the rules. concerning the ma- 
iſtrates power in matters ecclefiaſtical, which were 


down by former miniſters, he. now em 
with * judgment and excellency of ſpirit ;” 

59+ and che proſecutions referred to,were 
according to the /piris of them rules, as [ 
have further occaſion to ſhew to him. 


+ 


port religion, he calls the contr 
miniſter's cvi/ covenants, and the p roceedi of 
the civil ſtate to colle& the ſame, pf acts of the 
*« civil ſtate done for its own utility.” p. 50. 
I obſerved that the o Loh ings of the people, out 
of which ancient miniſters were fed, were as dif- 
ferent from civil contracts, as their own houſes 
were from the temple. Ex, p. 79. Mr. F. ſays, 
my conſequence 1s falſe : and to prove it, he 1n- 
ſtances in the contract of a a people. with, a work- 
man to build or, repair a meeting-houſe,. which 
he obſerves is for religious worſhip, yet the con- 
traCt 1s intirely of a civil nature ; and after ſome 
realonings upon it he ſays, .**. Let the: ſervice 
&+ done, be what it will, "Prog, civil or ſecular, 
+ *tis-ſolely. the confideratian in the covenant thar 
« denominates it, If _ pls ugh be money 
or 


were right or not, what buſineſs had he to blame 
me for expoling them ?. Nay, he does try to - 
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&« gr worldly 
<« that Fw EE gn 2 of it, 1s worldly 


« -and'is under re-of the -eivil ine” p, 
And after Eng rd paligesconterning. che 
Jewiſh wotſhip' , «(Had \notthole/cove- 


« nants, gre: 8 þ- forn,-'vig, 
< tithes and offerings for the "Lord's/- miniſters, 

<<-been' of a civil or political/nature, / whar'right 
«or avthority thole "civil rulers, Moles 

* and Nehcmiab, have had to pw oo 
<-them ; to reprove+and corrett- the 

« breaking or negle&ing; them. ;- and,--on- the 
<-ywhole; to them"to render to prota md 
-4 Levites their UyeZ” -p. 96c / 

Anſwer 1.” As one if nor both of uhem; were 
as; as well as rulers, andas all che 
rg La vt #0 rebithe 4beir - neigh- 


2 Pg 4p0n bim. Levit. - -19, 17 
Is54r neigh qr a profeſſed. winiſter-gr 
the word, 'ight” Moſes and pho eo 


had to reprove” people, unleſs it were in thi 
. civil 'and political 1+ 2. The '4nſtanceithar * 
brings -of Moſes, is a-reproof,-nor of the people, 
buc "of the pregfts, for: ing their duty 4n 
the priefts office.” p.:96 ; 'and 1f that was political, 
how: came Mr. toay of the Jews, «© Their 
y- # civil & religi s were different (ettsof men, 

een hey ſervices, and maintaining 
« as diſtin? bority yrtheir reſpeRive' provinces, 


* as now takes place, or:SHOULD Doy Ih congre: 
« eationat churches and civil communities.” ip. 
56. 1 have before/produced inſtances, both -of 
kings and prophets,” reproving-andirting up, 
prieſts and people, cach-to their reſpective duties 
concernin religious -worſhip ; - but- does that 
take, either its performance, or its ſupport to 


The\inſtance for illuf- 
Rn Yom the 
wee right to 
pleaſe,ro buald 
upon ſuch 


be partic cal. matzers ? to uh 
tration-\ which -our- 
purpoſe.z; for, a mary or- a'” 
comrade with whay woken the 

a_ houſe to: meet/in _— 
terms: as they can 
the ſame- force with other hor eavit 
and there: 15no-more of - the narure of "religion- 
19-thbe ftenes-and - timber: of | the meering-hovuſe, 
nor. ins the workmen's-hevings and aiding of" 
them,+than there is/jv other houſes,” Bur will 
Mr. #; hold. it to! be fo-with bis bodily exerci/e, 
when he reads, writes, viſits, prays of preaches??? 
P- 94+ If he, or apy.other wile, ul honeſtly - 


'3 


own, that their exerciſe and labour in Dolenthnge | 
has'no' more of «he nature of religion in it, than” | 


COIN 
| z_ an if 
danhefor Acer 121 ſum, to 
let them-pay it : but- then call 
nifters, and not miniſters: of Chriſt. - Is the confi=" 
deration' and ' material cauſe in the covenant, | be- 
trween:#rminifer and his people be, (28 he aſſerts} 
worly property, they. deſerve no! berret) name. 
Menhave liberty 
they think - beſt ; and «heir ſong,, when-of "age, 
have hberty to- tollow that or other buſineſs; as 
people will employ them, and thiey can find the 
beſtpay ; but no man in the Jewiſh Ehurch might 
be a prief except” he were: called of God, as was 
Aeron And the-means of thieir | ſupport, as has 
beerralteady ſhe wn, were- offered and conſeerated ro 
God.” And no: liraelite-conld-- make: an-accep=- 
table prayer,-for God to bleſs; ether his prople-or 
ther{and he bad- given; thern, unleſs the mancould. 
ſlay; 4 have brought away the be!lowed things out 


r 6y-maſon's building a 


'mect- 


between civil and tcelgfhhaftieal goverment. "Y 
contract has 
will then» conratt with-- 


:ſuch-exerciſe, - 
political mi- + 


totedchtheir ſons what trade 
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of mine houſe, and alſo have given them unto the 
Ln and unto the ftranger, to the fatherleſs and: 
ers Mgr tray, ho tall ray" COMMANDMENTS. 
Deut. 26. r3—15- © Note, he 'muſt be” able" 'to/ 
ſay, 1 have” , and alſo have yiven 7 not,” 
others have taken "what T could keep no longer. 
Thoſe who faid, Thou —_ it me now, and if 
wor, T will take it by force, acted under prieſts who 
were ſons. of Beliel, whoſe ſin was very great before 
the Lord 1, for men abborred the '6 ' of: the 
Lord. 1 Sam. 2. 12—17; And theit father-told 
them'the difference,” berween'this and _— 


injuſtice; ſayings”* If one man” fin” —_—_— 
ther, the fudge ſhall judge bim ," but alma: fin 


againſt #he Log, who | ſhall ores for” TO ? 
VEE. 25. | 
uf poſſible for word, to diſtingviſtyinore 


\Plainly than theſe do, the difference berweevervit 
Jodge s work, and theſe religious affairs? "Unjuſt 
dealings of one rrian againſt another are ſinsagai 
God, er he has armed the magiſtrate* with'the” 
ſword to redreſs fuch wrongs ; but the affairs-of 
worſhip, both as to officers and people, lie diredtly ' 
between Him andthem. And tis bur tip ſervice,” 
when their ſear toward bim is t t by the pre- 
cept of men. Yea it is vain worſhip,” and oniy'a 
pretence, by which they would cover injuſtice and 
cruelty toward others. Ia. 29. 13. Mat. 15: 59. 
atid 23. 14. 

"When great ſtores had been brought in by the 
people, in Hezekiah's time; he;/ih conjunRtion. 
with the chief ruler"of the tem ple, gave orders to 
ſecure them and appointed men to overſee and dif- 
tribute the ſame, according to the divine com-' 
mandmenr. '2 Chron” 41.5 11, 19210 —_ 

| wag 


likenow ?-. 
Bur whar' is there in all'rhis, to favor their af 
ſeſfing the people to 


farce to'-eolle& it ? Indeed my opponent does 


not like this word, #nd rhe- fats rhat'I related” | 


a 
And be chuſes the more fofr and ambip 


eto it, he calls * horrible things,” p- 177. 


word,'ob/ige. p. 63, 96: Tho? if he had fe the. 
cffe& ofvir as: PL as we have,'I ary perſuaded 
that force; and violence added" to the end of It, 
would appear to Wim mild enough! *0 ſet their 
condu&t in irs true light; -- 997 

'T before declared, that the @iptute! is abbiis 


dantly clear for a fres ſupport of | miniſters; but- * 


nota forced orie'y and obſerved,” that "there"'is" 
as much difference” between: them, as there. is 
of +ruth* in/the' mind,” arid” 
the power of rhe feword on the body. Ex P. 27. ” 
Mr: Fois fofar from concurring 'with'that obſer-" 


between the power 


vation, that he ſays, 1 « ed che ſenſe of Mar.” 
14: 5,” only 'becauſe I ſaid, We uſed to think the 
goſpel\was 'preached freely to 1be. pror. The 
word freely, he ſays, is not in the texr: p. 64. 1 
did'nor' ſay; it was expreſſed there, bur in the 


Mat. 10.8,144 Ex: Þ. 24, 25: which I conclu- 
ded they obeyed :- bur Mr. 'F. would have it, 
that theſe orders had no reference-to preaching, 
but onlyiro working miracles. p. 61. and the 
word freely be ſays, ** Is a capitat word in the 

<<; preſent diſpute- ;\ the controverſy in this place 


«© turns upon it.” p; 64; 65. So it does, and. 


where he will turn &tÞ his ſcheme 1 know not 
for 


between civil and ecelefiaftical government. 45+ 
who can ſay any thidg-6gainft rulers doing the 


miniſters, and uſing 
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eeding page 1 had quoted Chriſt's orders'to 
s'miniſters, Freely 'ye have received, freely give. 
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fr he bad ESPE falſe 
ing hg to prove which wn nt 
F112 nahings of ro-ſhew 
their. glory Ing W "mothrr- nates . 
thap99 Payl, mo firſt came £0. Corinth, 
at. rent-wakitg, on weak. days, and- 
preached on the ſabbath, not with enticing pe 
of mas man's wiſdom ; they commended ANONS 
of him,.. His bodily” preſence is weak, ond his: 
[gator e, x. ps 25. This.interprews 
tioh Mr, F, dillikes;;,a0d inyorder to- prove: __- 
che- Fae apoſtles gloried;in-preach yan 
has fully proved that the trac apoſt lcd for and 
if he-could-have brought the texr-10 ſay, Wherdvr 
we. glory, jinſtead-of, wherein THEY glory, itwould', 
have-anſwered his end z 'but ING beyond 
his pawer. p. , 66, 69-»..Thereferes-Þ think-4aher 
afgument- ſands thus: Mi, lays, C 
©0- his apoſt give, had 
preaching, and that 1 dn nag onrnn ons 
Wer #beught they preached fo z. yet Mr.: #; has- 
clearly. proved that & rue! dpaſtle-did!;glory in- 
preaching freely, but bas failed! 06 © go 
tuch thing of the fa/{ ones-! {A dvr tnew 
. he reaſon. he g1VeES- -tor- conf -the-word”. «T » 
freely 0 working, miracles, in rites order. to-- 
his-farft wang is becauſe he Aa, T be workman 
is. warthy of his meat y and, the labourer is worthy”. 
of his bipge ; which words, workmen and labourer," 
are in-other places uſed concerning common mis/- 
naſterial labours,, where no: miracles are. in queſtt--' 
ons | Be it 10, yet *tis nothing to hig-purpole; (for- 
the verſe he quotes. waich Ws Thc labourer 4s 
worthy of dire; alſo deſcribes how they ſhould” 
come- at it, namely, by Felvining-/icb/bidpraps 


giue.:Luke : 16: 5. Andthe: :texts-4hat he 
alto our fathers comments thereon, allſpeak 
Hangvage. .14 Cor. .. 9. g—14 which 
Fug oag the. Lord ordained ;. refers x0 
ancient. COSIPEY maintained. out. of the 
bp 1p the. people. And Gal. 6.6, ſays, Zed 
A the ward, communicatt uns 
bim that teacheth, in ali good thigh. Not-ler:the 
colleQar ate it, ifhe wil mat geveits, N Xt they 
cie'a paſiage whichdays, As. God oth 
tim. - What is tobe done as God bath protpered 
him1?-anſwer, a collefiion of 4 
at: Feruſatem. 1 Cor..16, 1—3 
minatters proots for nor _—_ 
\giftc; 20) which-they add Neh.. 1.3.2:44 to-prove 
that *%when 
*% abie .magiſtrate-4s to ſee that the 
«.duly;provided ;dor.2.p. 63... The: mon” 
that.Nehcmiab vicd reproots..and expoſtulations 


4nithe affair ; ; and:rhe "elleB-was «his: * iT ben orot | 


all :Jauah tbe yitbe.-1- All Judah were-their own 
calleQors ; /andyit proves.clearly, that Nehemiah 
uſed this influence by .reproof, .inftrutcttion-and 
good example, to move bath minifters and peq- 
piaptbinly ro diſcharge.their reſpective duties 


1n.religion : and Oh that all rulers, a | 


too, would do-the like t. 

-Bur, ſay our miniſters, i i946 da Jebt therefore 
if the. > wilt not pay /it, the magiſtrate; 18-0 
interpoſe and oblige them to.do ir. p.63. Aniwer, 
- bathuminiſters andpeople owe their all to God, 
and when they have done-all that he has com- 
manded, they ought.to realize and acknowledge, 
that pon gt ip mary | He has plain- 
ly deſcri wy in his word, both what ++ 
what. 
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what people are'to do, relatingy to hus worſhip; 
and ets each, 7 know thy works." And- with 
bim\<we beve to do. Heb. 4. 13. And whenhe 
ſays, Let him that is taught in the word, communi- 
cate to him that teacheth in all: good things"; to 
. enforce it he ſays, Be: not deceived, ' Gop 1s wor 
' MOCKED ; for whatſoever @ man ſoweth that ball 
- be reap. Gal. 6. 6—7. ws Hl he IONS INLAR 
(It is in vain to mince the. matter... Iam as 
ſenſible as Mr. F.is, that the body is much-exer- 
ciſed in minifterial labours, and that God has 
commanded his te ro-communicate to'them 
of their carnal things ; yet the obedience ofiboth, 
is'what they owe 20: God, who can either proſper 
«or blaſt them. as he-pleaſes. ; yea can 4b1s gh; 
require the ſoul of him wwho- layeth up treaſure - for 
HIMSELF; \and is H0t £1CH TOWARDS Go. 'Luke 
12. 20-27. - And it money-or - worldly: property, 
be the confderation in the covenant COD 
miniſter ;and- his +  what-are they; doin 
-bur ſowing 10. the fleſh ? therefore be not dectived. 
The ſum of che'matter is evidently this. All 
orders of «men ought-:to do what they can-in their 
ſeveral ſtations to promote religion, by ſpeaking 
| and practiling the 4ruth in love, but have no war- 
3 rant to uſe any force therein ; the exact limits 


= 


; between ecelcliaſtical and civil: 
this;\' That the church is armed with light and 
truth, to pull down-ſatan's ſtrong holds, and gain 
Aouls to Chriſt, andnto his church, to be:goyer- 
-ned by his rules therein ;- and-again to:exclude 
ſuch from their communion, who-will nat be 10 
governed : while the fate is armed ,with the 
. feword to guard the peace, and civil rights: of all 
| rFey «SHY $4163. »+ . perſons 
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perſons and ſocieties, 
wrath on thoſe wha violate the ſame. 
And if none but Sons of Beliet ever preſumed, 
even ynder the {zga/ diſpenſation, fo far to inter- 
fere_ between God and his people, about ſupporr- 
ing mipiſters, as-to ſay, if you will not give it, I 
will zake it by force; how great muſt their blind- 
neſs be, who can preſume to do fo, under the 
diſpeoſation which is purely evangelicel ! And I 
earneſtly: beſeech my dear countrymen, to conſi- 
der how inexcu/able we ſhall appear in judging, it 
we conunue to do, not the {ue but worſe things, 
than we condenm in others | 
How much have our rulers, miniſters and peo- 
ple, ined of oppreſſion, becauſe of the at- 
tempts: that have beeg made, againſt the right 
of _gruing our money, either by ourſelves or our 
repreſentatives, to-ſupport government ! bur if 
the right thus to give it, is effetitial ro Zberty in 
civil government, where force belongs(as I believe 
it is} what oppreſſion muſt it be, ro deprive any 
of the /iberty of giving their money freely to pro- 
mote religion, where force has no place at all ! 
And as we have proved it to be contrary to our 
{ous to call any man on earth 
maſter or father, it being impoſſible for us to con- 
ſtitute another to anſwer for us at his bar ; there- 
fore we:connot convey a right to a repreſentative 
to compel any perſon, either to attend, or to ſup- 
a worſhip contrary ro his conſcience. And 
our fathers example in theſe things, will condemn, 
rather than excyſe us, in fo doing 4 for while 


arce was warrantable in ſuch affairs, 
they were zealous in the compelling” perſons to 
, to what they eſteemed the right way of 

G worſhip, 


between civil and. eceleſiaſtical, government. 49 


and to revenge and execute 
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worſhip, as well as to ſupport it : and if the for- 
mer was perſecution, what cloak. can be left for 
the latter, ! Some .tell us, - that money 15” nor 
conſcience : that we know as well as they, but 
they & all will know, ſooner or Jater, that we all 
are but "ftetwar ds of what we profeſs, and muſt 
g1veaccouat thereofto the greatLord of all; con- 
j<quently it mult be amacter of .conſcience'to thoſe 
who view things as they are, not voluntarily to 
ſupport a worlhip, , which they believe .15 nor 
right. And as a wid who ſuffered in this 
cauſe, which I before mentioned,” Ex. Þ. 2T, 1s 
now gone, beyond the frowns and flatteriesof men, 
I will give the reader her teſtimony, of what ſhe 
. _ __ - 22 oy AL 

experienced in. her ſufferings, as ſhe wrote "the 
ſame with her own hand on Nov. 4. 1752, in 
theſe words, ** Oftober 15, the colleftors'came 
* r90,cur houſe, .and_tgok me away to, priſon, 
&« about, g.vclock _in_a* dark rainy night. -Bro- 
« thers H. and_S. were, brought there the next 
« night. We lay in priſon 13. days;and then were 
&« fer at liberty, by what means T Know” not. 
«* Whilſt. I was there a great many people came 
« ro ſee me, and ſome ſaid one thing, and forge 
« another : O..! the innumerable Mares and 
« temptations that” befer me, more. than T ever 
« tho't on, before ! But O, the condefcention'of 
« heaven ! tho? I was bound when T was calf tnto 
« thisfurnacc, yet was Ilooſed, and found Tefusin 
« the midft of the furnzce with me. © O ! cheti I 
* could give up my name,cſtate,family; life”ztid 
« breath, freely tro God, Now the prilon"lock'd 

The a, palace to.me. I could'blefs God for 
* alt the laughs and ſcoffs made at me. 'O ! the 
*« loye that flowed ont” to all mankind? then'T 
«could 


f , 


« could forgive, as I wovld-defire to be forgi- 
«© yen, and love my /# hwy as myſclt. Dea- 
* con G. was put in priſon the 8th of Oftober, 
* andycſterday old brotherG. andthey are in pur- 
& ſuit of others ; all which calls for humiliation. 
*"This church has appointed the'r 3th of No- 
* vember to be ſpenc_ in prayer and faſting on 
&* that. account. _I remember | my love to you 
«* and,your wife, and the dear children of God 
* with you, begging your prayers for us in ſuch a 
« 'day of trial.” * 

T heir-prayers were heard, ſo that ſuch oppreſ- 
ſions ſoon ceaſed in that place, and have not been 
practiſed there in that manner ince ; tho* they 
are continued in other parts of the land.. Bur if 
any will yet continue to devour widows houſes, to 
uphold a pretence of religion, I truſt this widow's 
teſtiniony will be a witnels againſt them anather 
Gay. _ We come, | 

V. . To conſider what are, and what are not, 


juſt reaſons for ſeparation. 


being truce-breakers ; but his proof of theig being 
ſuch, all turns Year this point,. viz. * Whereas 
& they promuled, £0 walk with us.in holy fellow- 


ſhip, 


\ F 
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C. Heze. note, Mr. £. in his ſermons ſays,  ** The true 
« church of Chriſt, 


«© heen a bitter, ferce, revenocful, per fecut In Auwurch - but. 


«.thecreverſe.”” Andi tries to fix theſe odieuscluiractorr 
upon the ſeparates, becauſe they ſometio es ©! indy facho mas 

as, hes pleading for Hurel nga, and Shnd dedders: ; 
whi | 


| he Tays, was done with an air of, 2/or ping” rather than 
mourning. P. 47," Its; © The rreader b wilt now nude what 
ardis to be paid tohis witneſs 21 his exvn Carnyſe: avd 2!fo 
who. behaved molt like. the-true church) under, prguble., Eitheg 
Fug : | 


between civil and eccleſiaſtical government. 51 


Mr. F. accuſes the body of the ſeparates with. 


in whom his ſpirit dwells,” has never. 


_—— 
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« ſhip, in all we 11-1 ery wy they openly re- 
" nounced barns ay ts ent 
e Cc were Poe 

«> own. of Ry a nr to Ns iis 
« on.” Ser. p. 173+ And how, #s I had 
down ih ty title Dr. Owen's ſaying, - 
he who will hot ſeparate frotn the "world and 
falſe worſhip, is a ſepatate from Chriſt ; Mr. F 
allows rhe {entehce to be undoubted eruth, and 
fays,;ir' * Makes direQly againkt the ;le for 
« whom Mr. B. is going to'p " Þ- BY. 
Let this tmarter therefore be carefully 1 rt<4 

And. 

[I think We have already produced ſuffict- 
ent-proof, that according to Chrilt's inſtitution, 
none ought to be received into the church 
without' goſpel evidence of rheir ſaving unioh 
to the great Head of it. The Jewiſh church was 
diſtinguiſhed from the nations of the world by 
their Bikes thoſtn of God as a nation, and by the 
ordinances that he gave to keep theth diſtin& 
from a!! orker nations ; But our [6rd has bro- 
kendown that wall of partition ; and through the 
* new-teſtamenthe diſtinguiſhes his church fromthe 
world, by choe/ing them out of the world, and giv- 
ing them to know God which is eternal life, whom 
the world bath no: known. John 15. 19. and 17. 
3, 25:1 Jolin 5: 19, 20.  In-the Jewiſh cove- 
nant were choſen in their family and nationd! 
capacity z but che goſpel covenant 18 #04 accord- 
ing to that; and the difference deſcribed ww; Alle 
hall know God, from the leaſt to the 
che firſt thing that Mir, #. advanced 'e, that. 
his brethren- had not the {pirit of -burthe— 
reverſe, in ſeparating from his een where 
ci ey” 


> ; > 


juſt grounds for ſeparation. 52 


« They endeavoured to draw off from us every 
« trut believer, and would have left a cotigrega- 
*« tion behind them, orccpares merry a they 
a: ro be hypocrites and grace 

* this is not according to Chriſt's di- 
« rection, Let both grow together witil the bar- 
«« weſt.” 'Ser.-p. 1 


Ler' both grow together, he ſays is The world 3 
and : this ory ig yt _ both wheat 
and tares ared by their fruit © how impolti- 
ble then yearn it be be , for thoſe miniſters and 
churches ro be duly ſeparated from the world, 
who apply to the x hat Chriſt ſaid of 
world ? And let it be lticuladly nored, that 


crime charged by Mr. F, upon tis brechren, is 


their endeavouring to ſeparate fue believers from 
= as they judged to be 'graceleis perſons ; ahd 
Aing according to their judgment in thus: fe 
ti this church from the world, he declares 'to 
be contrary to Chriſt's dire&ion. And ſo didall 
the miniſters of Windham Tounty|; for they not 
only. broughc the parable of the tares, and mahy 
others for the-ſame end that out author does, but 
alſo, aftet declaring it to be che delign of Chriſt 
to *%. make his ſaints, and the ordinances of Nis 
« yifible Kingdom 10 be the means of the cojver- 
*« fon of others,” repreſent that| miniſters ahd 
chriftians cannot ler their {igbt /:nt as they ought 


<« fon with them in the ſame worſhip, ahd the 
66 fant ordinances. »+* And for Pye and preach- 


ing 
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* Aſſociation letter. p." 16.17. 


Now obſerve, 7 Feld wherein Chfiſt ſaid, 


befote-men, when they will have | © No. commu-. 
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54 What are, and what. are net 


ig the. word, We, eve - held,,t he m.10 be the . 
es Eqppeaiog, 85. mpch 85.0u5, APQangatss 
and. as freely admitall men to the uſe of. them, as 
they do.3 but. to, commune with. the, world, in 
baptiſm andthe LO Ay PRST in order to conyert 
them, this. theycheld and. we denied: andathis 
was a. principal reaſon. of our ſeparation«4rom 
them, , Yet.they ſay, ** That the church ought 
* to keep. and caſt, out all. thoſe, who by . their? 
& fruitsare known to. be tarcs no, body denies.” * 
What can all this mean ? why in the {ame place 
they ſhew, that by thoſe. who are, known to be 
tares, they mean, * ſcandalous: perlons ,z*. bur 
th2y.go,on to. ſay, + ** It 1s the will. of Chriſt, 
<* that allthoſe who. make an; outward credible 
<"profcflion of chriſtianity, ſhould-be admitted 
« into his church, and tho” unconverted. be there 
« "among the wheat, that they, may be under pro- 
<< per ordmances tor their converſion.” 
_00 Mr, Stoddard, while he was pleading. for 
who were not openly ſcandalous, .to.come- to 
the Lord's-ſupper as a converting ardinance,. tells 
us that in _the ſynod of 1679, they had a diſpute, 
whether pertons ſhould give. © "A relation of the 
«WORK of God's SPIRIT. upon, their hearts, 1n "Teo 
« order to coming into full communian.— The 
* reſult was, that they blotted out. the clauſe, of 
«« making a relation of the workof God's ſpur, 
«and pytin the reom of it,. The making a pro» 
& feſhon of their faith. and Peper oe 3, and ſo I 
« voted withthem, and an oi the ſame 4udgment | 
« Till,” 7” This general proſciiion, to.the exclu-., | 
.. ſion 
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4 5Stoddard"s appeal to the learned, p. 94. 


held” that our Lord's prohibition, not 10 ro00t up 
uplide down. Ifa.”29. 16. And now Mr. Foear. 


«are fuch, and deprive them of the benefirof 


«their/prayers, holy” example and* othermmenngs Fl 
«© of their converſion. —From a refigtous a/ſenbÞF, 2,59 
«> ind fer them elfwhereto'wortſhip.” Þ. t14:. rao. Hl 
when T1 {aid not a word of that nature; andh Fes 
no more thonghts of Tuch- a ſepararion, than'T zl 
had of coming mto the-praftice of his party, of 5 
"ſending men” to ail if they would not” conform 43 
to the pariſh miſter; an Ky 
' However all his attenprs to darken connfeean- 30 
notHhide*the real tat&of vir controverſy; forihe Al 
ſays, <©Mr:B- readsZ Cor. 6. 14—17: wrong. S 
« Be 'ye ſeparate from | unnBeLritvers, fays Mr. _ 
EB; Pavl lays, come out from amony Them; and + 
«be ſeparate,.* From whom ? | Anſwer, from a, 
ter. nm ———<— © 
-— — bottom co + _—_— 2g 
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the beart;, was the real tate of for di 

with them ;'burt as I'nored before/Ex. Þ. 5O, this 
true” ſtate” of - the controverſy was Tndaſtriouſly 
ſhifted, from the Way of knowing to the degree of 
knowledge.” As for tinftance ; Mr: Elia Paine 
proyedtrom many feriptures, that; 'T echurch 
*©t5"to caſt her' rares our when" they upper?; or 
«© the whole church is Teavencd.?** The minifters 
of thate6unty would" have it that ho/botYy Uenied 
this;land yer go on'to accuſe Mr. ' Paine with 
abuſtng ard perverting the feriprufes, becauſe he 


fion of # relation of the work of Gas "ny rt" pi 
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tht tares, reſpeRed the world and nbt the churth. + 
Thus like rhe Jewiſh teachers, they turn things 
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ries it that my argument is; < That the" fats 
«©ſhoutd-feparate from-the -finners, . while they 


* Windham afſcciation letter. 'p. f&. ** + Ib:J. p.*Yy. 
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« iſihie bentbonibedeletey.” ty P+ 115. ButT haye 

a better authority hich ſpeaking eating. of 

Chriſt's viſible þ Haas ia 

cc *. ; POOwer HI _ the 
church =. wor 

«6. 1415. A ie, 


* (yoked with thoſe of another 
*« with an ox and als together, being wer 
« under the-law) with anbehevers, 41. 8. viſible 
a \p-amecgy as. we-tread us gp res 2 
«6 * zici righteouſneſs with 
Go Who 6 part hath a believer w = 
” unbeliever ? it ons Hook not to.be rendered infide! 
« bur it was done, to put a blind upon this place, 
* as to its irue intention, ta COUNtenance 
« pariſh communion.” * To our grief we ſee 
ſuch attempts to dats the truth, carried on Fen 
to. this 7s ER OO TOME I 
verti &e meaning 0 ruits ic 
our Lord explains to. be what nbc. F,, cory 
out of the heart by ſpeaking. Luke 6. 445545: 
which evidently inclodes perſon and 
Experiences, as their daily con ion ; whereas 
hy he ponents would Hr had fruits to mean 
rely en icandals ; -and good fruit 
«age general to truth, attendance upon 
worlhip, and a moral life, But they have not 
hou willing tolet our principles and reaſons for 
eparation ſtand as we held them, but have re- 
_ and publiſhed many accuſations againſt 
us contrary to truth. 
II. Chriſt's true miniſters Us all furniſhed 
with 


. Preface to Pp Lea PARSE 14 VRRis 1 9A a 
pre apart P+* Q 1 


' Jult-grounds-for _ 157 


"with pins s from-bim-;1 -bur- many have 
1 C7 miniſters {our he .who 


Ne =_ fo” furniſhed, © while others whem he 


had/ fitted for-that work'-were rejeted 3 for: the 
miniſtry "was 4 Limired to perſons of' a diberal 
(7,'e-college) educarion;”? to the excluhon of ather s 
who were  ewetrbbG, « jy cthemfelves BETTER 
© QUAt1Ftrr for the work gt thergolpebr mi- 
* niltry than ſome" others thar were ordained.” 
And Mr. F. declmes it to 'be f& concertowith uc 
reaſon or truth, for any now to fay, The Lord iz 
rai up and ſending forth wun/cgarned ren; H 2: 
owns thathe did fo formerly, ant! the rezfon for i: 
that he gives is, becauſe «© Chriſt himſelf was 
w* pe +, on prefent-to'educate/his ſons.”? Ser: ; 
F obſerved that to confine this to his wr /tha: 
7 Ss ſtruck againſt his" diyinity/ Ex. pubs. 
kg Mr. F. now repreſents 44 exceeding injuri- 
ous. p. 88. 89. | Bar jt is-cerrzin” that Chrilt<id 
b tis ſpirit give vaſtly greacer gifts to his-miniſters 
after the withdrawing bis ver ſofa preſence, than 
he did before ©: gifts for ordinary as \well ag%ex- 
traordina mitoiſters: Eph.” 4:* rt. *AndoDr. 
Owen well obſerves, thit after his reſurrectiory he 
ordered his diſciples nor to enpage in the public 
work of building his church, will they hid received 
thoſe prfts.” Ads 1, and fays, © Chriſt *wenld 
6" ws them look neither ft aſhtance in-their 
© 'work,nor ſucceſs unto ir, bur from theprartvſed 
"© Sprrit alone.” And herein <4 he/and riow/@:th 
« {ie the foundation of the mint/try of the chilrch, 
Way allo its cohtinunnce and efficacy: The king- 
« dom of Chriſt is ſptritual, and in the animating 
H | "7 "prin- 
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* Mr.Edwards's thoughts of the Work 1742. p. 297 266. 
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hs principles of it, inviſible, If we hx our minds 
'* only on outward order, we loole the riſe and 
«+ power of the whole; it is not an outward-yiſible 
*« ordination by men, tho? it be neceſſary by-rrule 
«« and precept, but Chriſt's communication of that 
« ſpirit, the everlaſting promiſe whereof he receiv- 
«« ed of the father, that gives BEING, life, uſe» 
«© fulneſs, and ſucceſs to the miniſtry... T his is the 
«+ hinge wheceon the whole weight of it doth turn 
'« and depend unto this day." * 
Mr. F.-is fo far frm theſe ſentiments, that in 
order to juſtify his applying Ila. '50. 4. ro human 
Jearniag, he now calls that Jearning, **. This gift 
«« of rhe ſpicit;” and fays, ** Human learning is 
«© As MUCH the gitt of God as grace.” p.. 87, 
which diſcovers what violence ſome men will offer 
ro language and common ſenſe, rather than yield 
Oo conviction. We readily grant, that 'all our fa- 
calties,and all our accompliſhments,areGod's ol fs; 
but ſacceſs in the ſtudy of languages and the libe+ 
ral arts are not more fo, than ſkill in husbandry is, 
Iſ:. 28. 26, 29. Yea, as the former is very con- 
rerſant with heathen fable and ſophiltry, its ſubjects - 
are often found not to' be fo honeſt as the other. 
Every thing that can be attained by haman- iaſtruc-. 
tion and induſtry, are but the accomplithments of 
natural men, inſtead of being ſp1ritual gifts. 1 Cor. 
2. 12—14. and 12. 1—1Tr. "The forementioned 
excellent author truely obſerves, + that the dif- 
tintion of natural and piritual is' derived from rhe 
Head we are in. "The firk Adam was made' a 
living: ſoul, the Iſt Adam a quickning ſpirit ; pt 
ore 
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* Dr. Owen'on the fpirir. p. 156, 157: 
+. Thid, p. 217. 
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ſore if we are not partakers of his ſpirit; we have 
no ſpiritual gifts ; nothing higher than the forni- 
rare of natural men. 1 Cor. 15. 45—48. And the 
grand difference is ; one has a ſupreme regard to 
jzod, the other a ſupreme regard to felf, in his 
doings. 

Itt. Chriſt conſtituted his church a free people, 
and he commands them to and fa/t inthat liberty. 
Ga). 5. 1—13. This command we could not obey 
without ſeparating from the conſtirucion that Mr, 
#. pleads for. For 

1, I truſt jt has already been clcarly proved, 
that he claims a power in miniſters to examine and 
opprobate others, and to limit tte church to ſach 
candidates ; and as a reaſon for fo doing he ſays, 
««_'The goſpel furniture-bft an able and faithful 
© miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in its tull latirude, is 
*«« above the reach of common people. Very dan- 

«+ gerous and pernicious crrors, may lie fo deep 
*«« and concealed, as to 'rcquirg mich reading 
«« "and penetration to dilcover them, which com- 
"mon brethren ordinanly - haye| not.” p. 82. 
Which makes me think -of Dr. Owen's remarks 
upon the Phariſees ſentence in John 7. #5. Yet 
lays the Dotlor © Was it #his| peopre whom 
'« the apoſtles dircQed to; chooſe our from among 
"«. theniſelves perſons meet for an eccleſiaſtical of- 
««, hee; Afts 6. The ſame people who joined with 
*«« the apoltles and elders in the conſideration of 
'«- the grand cafe concerning the cont inuvation of 
«« (the legal ceremonies, and wers aſſociated with 
«« them in the determination of it. \A&s 15. The 
«©: fame to whom all the apoſtolical epiltles,except- 
«*-ing ſome to particular perſons, were written, and 

e unto whom (nch directions were PIVCN, and dr. 
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juſt grounds for ſeparation. 
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60 I} bat are, and what are not 


«« ties enjoined in them, as. ſuppoſe, nat "only « 
liberty and ability to. judge for themſelves in all 
matters.of faith and au HS} but alſo' ah e/- 
pecial intereſt. inthe order and diſcipline of the 
church : Thoſe wbo were to, fay. unto Archip- 
«« pus (their. biſhop) take heed unto the- miniſtry 
thou baſt reccived. in the Lord, that thou fulhl 
«« it., Col..4. Unto. whom of 'all forts, jt-is Come 
*« manded that they, examine and try. antiebriff”s 
ſpirits and falſe teachers, that. Is, all forty ot 
*« hereticks, - herefies and errors, 1 John, chapters 
* 2, 3, &c. T hat people, who even in following 
*«« ages adhered... unto the. faith apd the authodox 
«© profeſſion of it, when almoſt all their biſhops 
*« were become Arian bereticks; and kept their 
*« private conventicles in oppoſition, unto them, at 
«« Conſtantinople, Antioch, Alexandria and other 
«« places.”? * 

Mr. #. tries. hard to perſuade his readers, that 
Dr. Owen was for him, and againſt- us, bur.you 
may now. judge whether , the caſe. is. not truly;the 
reverſe, fince the, Doftor has ſo, fully. proved from 
the word of truths, that the apoſtles and elders 
atted with the brethren in a1] theſe affairs, and 
not in a diſtin? juri/diftion from them. Burt mj-. 
niſters in the Maſſachuſetts made a formal-attempe 
ro 1ntroduce, ſuch a juriſdiction about.70-years ago ;* 
and tho” it did not; ſucceed. as. they wiſhed there, 
yet in ConneQicut a, political governor, . wbo had 
been a miniſter, introduced the ſcheme- ;- and a 
learned miniſter who was trained np. among them 
lays, - ** I his platform, by. implication” yells a rhi- 
**Rilter with a negative. on the church .in- all her 

re a6ts 


— — - << > _=_— CC <—__— - ——O— CO wu, RT7xOO ERS —"VT—_ = ——_ OO > Rr - 


- 


- 


-. 


Ln 


c 


s 


- 


Lay 


C 


© 


Oxi-10al of evangelical churches. p. 295, 205: 


we 


Juſt grounds for Jeparation. 6r 
« as... And in council it: has thrown! a very 
«« great light in: their ballance of power intro the 
«++ hands of the miniſters, even to more thaty a 
* negative on the meſſengers. —Taken literally, 
«© 1t,.1n the firſt place ſtipulates the ablolare un- 
« ſubordinate power of particular churches. © It 
« afterwards-veſts the conſeciated rouncit with au- 
<< thoritacive final decifion on all marters of dilci- 
<« pline ſubmitted to'it by the churches of the 
** Circuit. - Ir at length veſts the \counci} with a 
«+ general and original jwi/diztion on *ALL 
 occafions eccleftaſtical.”* * 

It was for oppoſing and withdrawing from this 
Juriſdiction, thac the repreſentatives of Norwich, 
were cenſured by the miniſter and his party; and 
by that means were excluded from their place in 
the general aſſembly. Ex. p. 29. And this was 
the juriſdiction that exerted all ws power*to' rob” 
Branford of a good miniſter, becauſe he ventured 
to. preach among rhe -bapti//s againſt theſe mini{- 
ters, wills. Ex..p. 20,31. And the ſame” that 
gave.*. ſpecial. direftion” ro the paris in Can- 
terbury to! call and retain one of their candidates, 


agaialt che minds of the :i9cb, which occaſioned 


our firſt jeparation. Ex, p. 42. | Hence 

2. The conſtitution which Mr. F.' pleads for, 
has; given the 222rid a'power over the church, 4b- 
ſolucely jnconfiient with goſpel Fberty ; andrhio' 
he has.excreed all his art to blind this''cafe fas 1 
ſhall ſhew in my-addreſs to him) yet by his own 
account 4t appears, that minifters ordained tacerr 
candidate at Canterbury, contrary to the judy - 
ment. of the greater part of rhe'church ; and'thar 
when they knew that if they did/it,it would not be 
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62 What-are, and what are no; 
in their power. to-prevent the pa from forcing 
the church to ſupport him; and tho? they got the 
ſociery then to yote their wh us that the ge- 
neral -court ſhauld fer them off ; yet it appears 
that when the caſe came there, -** The ſociety's 
© attorney objeted and faid, 'Fhat it would ſpoil 
*« the ſociety, for if theſe people: were-releafed, 
«« the charges would be fo hezyy upon the reſt, 
« that they . would forfake the miniſters,” * 
Which obje&ion the court heard to, and Jefr the 
charch in the hands of the pariſh, who impriſoned 
their perſons, or ſpoiled their goods, 10 maintain 
that miniſter, for more then fifteen- yeers 3 and 
then they would not releaſe them only-on conditi- 
on, that they ſhould pay their part ** of the tax, 
«+ or- taxes already granted, to the preſent efla- 
«« bliſhed miniſter in faid- ſociety 5? and all: that 
voted for his ſettlement they refuſed to releaſe at 
all as long as he continucd their miniſter. ' He was 
ordained in 1744, and this pariſh vote (as appears 
from under their clerk's hand). was: on April -2T, - 
1760. Yet Mr. F. fays of this pariſh, As ro 
« their religious condut in the whole affair, there 
*« is nothing appears Mm them to denominate them 
«© the world, any more than in their brethren that * 
«« are called the church.” p. 79. 
But if to pretend a willingneſs to-relcaſe /the | 

, church-till they had got their minifler ordained;and 
then to treat them as they Cid, be not" like the 
wicked world, I defire to know what can be! Yea; 
and as thoſe miniſters then joined with the world 
1n ordaining that miniſter againſt the.choice 6F the 
church, fo Mr, F. now plainly juſtifies the world 
mn 
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Juſt gY ounds for ſeparation. 62 


1n. proſecuting the churches paſtor ſor marrying ; 
Ks ul *«. Setting: up in oppoſition to the ſtand- 
«ing, churches, . their paſtor was not an. officer 
««, known, either in church or ſtate,*” p, 80, 

Now kind reader ſce where we are, This was 
2, regulac church wull the clergy and the world 
obligedtticm, either to take a miniſter contrary to 
their. judgments; or | to leave the meeting-houle ; 
and becaule they never petitioned the crv4/ powers 
to, form them into a '* religious ſociety,” but 
only to be exempted from oppreſſion from others, 
Mr. £. calls them ſeparates, 1rr1-gular, &c. Þ. 76, 
79» 1. T herefore it theſe miniſters did not cauje 
drviſion and offences, contrary to the goſpel, 1 de- 
lice to; know whoever did! and we ace commanded 
to mark and avoid ſuch, Rom. 16. 17. 

I before quoted Dr. Ozver's obſervation concern- 
Ing national churches, that tho' they talk of 2berty 
of canſetence, yet when it comes to the ulſue, all 
choice is -prevented, and in the church where a 
man was". baptized tin infancy, and-in the pari/l 
where his habitation falls, .in that pari/o-church he 
muſt worſhip, or be' dealt with: as a ſch:/mattick. 
Then I produced this cafe at Canterbury, and 
proved, -that-wwo-. members of that church "were 
dcalt with and expelled Yale-college as ſchiſmat- 
icks, only for meeting for worſhip with the church 
they belonged to, in a place ſeparate from the. pa» 
r;[h-mecting-houſe ; and thofe who expelled them 
declared-to. the world that, ** Neither the major 
* part of the» members in tull communion, nor 
© anyother perſons, in any pariſh, have any rig bt 
*«© to, appoint. any houſe or place. far worſhip. on 
*© the ſabbath, /eparate from, and ja oppolition-to 
** the megting-houſe, the, public - place appointed 
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te "ie. F: ſays © «+ "That relates oNwY tothe 
"Y $ platin of meerig oghovſes, —ant/ſo 1s/'7 matter of 
& DR nature; 'bitt don't {6 much" as "Four 
« .the | cineiples, the order, diſcipline" #nd-govern- 
« ment of the' churches” andhe aſſerts chat'my 
Jaſt. ſegtence- bs exidentTy void of 'rxuTH Mp. 
193,194; What f' toes the *pari#s Forcing the 
c "EY to kear a .man' they Wete trot edi of 
to leave t the meeting -houle, and then miniſters 
Ho treatin Toke: as ſchiſmaticks for {o 

gy, Hot Tauth 


1 principles \ and 
the. ghurches * | * What gras ge is here 
diſcov CIQOMIT 6 CF 
+ «BY MES; oe account, a certain quan + 
YT eſtate gi ives every inhabitant power: 
-  £or aſtirucion, to Fe for miniſters; arid 9MIthe a. 
vantage that the 'membets ih fit|Eorminnibnhave 
-ps the.re(t is that they, may vote with the world 
R 4 E.they Kg ho eſtate”; id he fays «AI yote 
tin our pariſhes, 5s heh qualifie fied by law 5nd 
W. as Mr. -B. brings in the” flere / with the 99914, 
- «With a deligh Rl do*them 3 {chief thikes 
| *.a terrible IC * ſlaying ergy 1d" lafty, 
Fe landing chyfches _ and ſeparates, "aff with" one 
+ flroke - but. 7 no ae for that—Fthe mffiifters 
| # &:their churches m y but fall Ye Ra rigs 
+. that be and his, fem ren,” "Sa JUL BR" Abad 
+. die with the Phtiftines.9” s/ Sy "PAR is 
a fort of rhetoric that ſome bring h to 2 ly the 
want of arguments, | I well know! that R civil 
aftalts, <hriftians yote- with orhers by virtue of theic 
Evil 


names. qa" of. principl £3, Ag 
pouſe, he ſays we then give away the 
gregotionah, cauje xi) ao which 1is, be; ; 

«, perſons On or communion. in ipeci- 
©, al ordinances, ſhall zLzcr rasfons tou 6 h- 
CHES.” ® 

Here. note, under ih chu 
ter, none were allowed. to, vote for 
in- church or ſtaie, by, memoers in | 
nion 4.but a turp of times in that 
ed a Gor before ot wards \ 
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to order not' ? "The: rule'is perfe, 
bur Shelf of men. or of churches, -are imper- 
feft 5 and ſome will -F with no church, becauſe 


can't find a one ; while others ſeem 
as if they would ſwallow any thi ie if it did not 


croſs thair "own inclination. The rule requires 
condeſcention and forbearance; but how ſhall 
know its true limits __ extent ?'1 confeſs that 
This has been. as difficy int heretofore in my 
"mind, as any point gs jcal gotllinehs. The 
"Uleareſt 1 hr that 1 tale rtine 0 in it is this. Tr 
Os to.aQi rationally that we have: fone I 
defign, or end in what we do, Now the leading \ 

pet of of che goſpel, is 'to urn, men from fin to iN 

A&: 26. 18. And'fo far conforming to 

 Greuincifion, and other " Tewiſh rites, wovld*pro- 1 
"mote" this end; Paul condefcended ro the Jews, . 3 
.(and'fo' ky 'ochers) but-whe th ſe things. weie 
0-5 brovghr 
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.. 2.Cor. 14.1. 
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Peace, "FW Can fr pence 
be parked 


Fg 7 ; eye be ſingle i 
our eye. ein any Lt 

to/the end for which ding ſes Fate 

will ſurely guide vs.in judgmentio our: uſe c 
means. for Chriſt's word 1s, If. inc cye be. 

gle thy whole body ſhall be' full: gut. P to It 
evil, how great will be. our darkneſs 

23. Andit 1s very.necelfary .th hi well 
tinguiſh, between-what aze the divine come 
and} the forbearance that is allowed in ſo 
towards Fmt who do not fully conform. .to 


them, © For want of this diftinQion, ſo. je: oa 
man 


an, improved the ft 

ron... 30, 18—20, to eftabli 
ning at the Lord's cable 

- 1, Whereas the perf 
ver otherwiſe t 
it was "written, had not. enjoyed the tree uſe of 
thoſe writings for a long time ; -and we have no 
account of their ever partaRing ſo again. What 
a great miſtake then was it, to bring an extraor- 
dinary. cale, to eſtabliſha general rule ? Yet 
ſome have gone further ftill ; for they have im- 
proved inſtances of _—y as An argument 

ainſt the authority of expreis commands. 

As hee tg = inſkances of God's 
viſiting, and uſing further means with degenerate 
churches before he caft them off ; as an argument 
that we ought to continue with them, even afrer 
it is evident to us that they refuſe to be reform- 
ed 7: Again, Paul's foregoing his right of tem- 
poral communications from fome of his hearers, 
for particular reaſons that he gives, '2 Cor. 'g. 
| that-heargss 
are under-no obligation: to communicate to any 
on account of their reaching, but only on accountof 
poverty; and if they are not poor, then not at all, 
'Fho'- there is not a plainer-command 1nthe bible, 
for miniſters to preach the goſpel, than there 1s, 
for bim that is taugbt in the word, ta communicate 
unto bim that teacheth in ALL goed things.” Gal. 
6.6. 4 truſt ir has been ſufficiently proved, thar 
the authority of King George docs not: extend 


to-this-caſe; but ſhall that make us to diſregard 


the' authority of King Jeſus ! It he be duly re- 
garded; I believe it will be found that both mi- 
{Þiſters and pcople, are but Rewards of what they 
pollets 3 
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tion, and with: a-book, full of 7 
A inyeaives, biaerhehs, rand evikfpeaking” 
Chriſt's miniſters? 09 1 #44126 Iknow 
P.. berter merhvd 10-anfwerirythan by a line 
mitadion” of the 4 example in like caſes! 
—_ LIT ans and 147 142 11 | Namely rd 
a” ndrrative of what hiweJonez. and 
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thiit Knew:- __ thee from! riy cradle wo mpriens 
trance on preaehing,/l I' diſcovered" a! difpoficion; 
8-46 verſe uf ſerving; tnyfels, a> head/or leader 
of ' any cothpiry! wha þ Ant'my confeil. 
Gio deibs'mne witneſs: ©in the ſight of Tod, that 


the 


e þ - ( - : a * 7 a hs 
Ao ” SC ig IX ob - 46:4; \L 5 5 #44 Z 
ye I Wy Age. Kr 4 $f go 
VP w » ” h. : o 
© 14 Xt *%E\ ad - Þ. 4, 7 4 


LIZAERS 
FEEL 


q 
_ 


1 


— 
—» 


Whos « 4 
— 


Ne #5 ROT VOL SD 


= 


[ 
> dA 3p # 00” LORIE's \. I DESI TILES who obo ws md hobo aff abt 2k ? %. + VO a ft 540M = 
b. - ps ry SS EST PS = : "4" . = j j 


NY pi ln I IEt 
yy _ #4 
Fold apy 

4 a. 


Ak 


% Lo 
DIE 
br —& RS 


Pr -_ 
v1 IT 
> % 4.4 ww \ 5 "SE 


Ls 
$80-- - —— > WIE. Fn, 


$=f pete 


DV. =Y we 
»F 


7 
> + <3; 


ONae 


ms 


his Barks Iwasſo clea NO hatM 
iven me a gift, which He called me to 11 
in that way, that T dirſtfnor negle& obe: 
wo Him therein ; for I beheved then, and do to 
day, that there was, a wo upto me if_{ preached 
be vi pel : there way heartily a phe + 
to that work, and was freely received cir by 
God's people; in which T went on for a number 
of years, before I had any thoughts of appearing 
ro the world in print. But being called to preach 
in various places, that old queſtion was often pur, 
by thoſe called ſtanding miniſters, x ata! autho- 
x4 deft thou theſe thing $? andthe darkneſs which 
they diſcovered about it, at laſt moved me to 
attempr-ro- hold-up"to” the world;-the-ight” that 
was given me therein, which was accordingly 
done in 1754, under the title of, * hs, nargre 
* and neceſſity of an internal call to the 
* goſpel? - And your learned-brethren” 
far from | attempting ro confute it; > that 
them expreſied ſuch.charity as-this zthat eo 
© never wrote 'that. book, but.got. his- Ft 
(f Y 


*.to the works of ſome other man';' for 
©'ſcarce 'one. to:ten» of .our 
* could write ſuch adi fo ef 
known to Him - who. will j -us..all, .that no 
perſon on; earth, either. wrote or; indited. one line 
of it, but he whoſe name ſtands inthe $1 
As to-baptiſm, after long. po on. of 
mind,- occaſioned as I fee now, chiefly, by the 
CE TRE 
n'to us, concer 
I was at laſt favored with og pe 


ment, Afcer which I was publicly decree, 1 


had handed 


WESFTEPE"MrE-4.7"Uþ ruming from 
baptiſniynorwithſtanding our. covenant, 
af the: fathers/of-- this Country, expreſied an .cn+ 
gagement,-to embrace turth-r light as God ſhould 
open 1-10 ;us.: \ When'this cenſure came abroad, 
in- _ reſulr:of a council of elders and brethren, 
feſſed. andrafted in tellowſhip with 
uſt .churches,. it; naturally cauſed a CA 
bps ulty*; and which atlength occaſioned a ge- 
neral meeting of the 4eparate and bapcitk churches 
in-yourtown, an. May, 175+ 6 where I remember 
fir, that you:was peQtators. z when, 
inſtead of attcading to No v8 in hand, which 
was,' whether a declaring, * 6 curniag from-in- 
taar. Ns was ;was ;covenant- breaking,. did/\not 
ve occaſion of . offence to- the baptiſts-? I 
y.inltead 'of that, much-time was taken up. in 
expoſing; my imperfections about theſe affairs 4 
which: had x ih Ws effe& with many, that ſuch- 
like treatment of the. bapriſts has often had, ever 
lince the firſt retormations from popery z viz..to 
prevent their Rh ee = theirtrue light... Buc 
tho' my .charater.was injunoully treated, (c- 
—_— nites: from home, before an aſſem m 
at:leaſt 'three of che - four governments of New- 
England; yer I-chole as. much as; poſſible,. to 
_ avoid alt»perfonal-cantelts, and oaly/ publiſhed, 
as clearly as 1 was enabled, the true {tare of the 
argument concerning baptiſm, in a diſcourſe up- 
an the bond: woman and the free. 
And never engaged in a printed controverly 
ra any .particulac/ perſon, for . ſevemeen. years 
* ago to. the public mwiſtry.2 z tall in 4754, 
man: vader whoſe minitry;[ vas -boro, 
2 romwhom-l ſeparates}; with, fix 2jhers,) pb 
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was | thn! 
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© ira, 
they 

RR EG 
were going faſt into a 
it was," '* hid from them” or rater thr hey 
** coil not ſee, that they have tell intothe-way of 

CITES inthe gain- 
** faxing of Core.” a ſight of chis, -and 
—- s of like arrecFrom ay ak} adgithans 
L fent a// letter ro him, upon the 1 
of ſuch conduct. _—_ whar is there in al this, of 
letting up myſelf? PTho''I know Tam a 
- *creaure, yer I cn rely fumi, Lok 

e occaſion, the remper of wriuings, 
to the judgment afevery chriſtian #eaders* 7 un, 
- When you (fir, three: years after, -publiſhed a 
large piece, in the-fame frdieerailals the miniſters 
juſt mentioned, and 1 was prevail'& with to'exa- 
mine it;--I rhovghr- ſomething further was-called 
for, than what I had before done. ' And asthere 


154.Jule mm lorne cafes, to rebuke fb  and'tro 
ute a-red,” which is diftingui trom a /pirit 
of metkne/s. 1 Cor. 4. 21. 1 thought it right to 


make: 4 little «rriatb-of the rods,” which you and 
others wen turniſhed us with, to teevit miniſters 
had not ſome” teeling, as well as. the: people that 
they have been threſhing "theſe Twenty Fears, 
The temper and manner of -my executing. 'this 
deſign, is forther to be conſider=d.: You tell me 
tharif I had reproved you with duh; 
and' a temper good and kind, you 

1ave underſtood! my inoffenſive- —— 
7iven a ſerious attention to'Wt.” ould 'I 


Yave believe.) thar,"1 aſſure 56 you'll > woke 
taken 


- 


things: that 8ick/- 
| than with-thoſe -which are: folid and 
nouriſhing, 'clearly proves the diftempered taſte of 


: = 


-to give due attention to 
ite: and fince wer ſeem 
\Fchink to-make a 
lirtle trial of what can be done under them. 

- Friſt Þobſerved,thag let us talk what we may, 
of defending irutb and of 


ra@&-guile/tovurſelves, and injure our fel- 
low-men«\-T his obſervation you concur. with, P- 
125. NINA what can be done under it. 
4. Thoſe who commend themſelves, and meaſure 
themſelves | by themſelves, inſtead of the eternal 
ſtandard of truth. uſe falſe arguments. 2 Cors 10. 
12: Now fir, -in-orver to convince” me-of my 
faults:you-ſay, *You ſaw me every where-friend- 
*+1y to-the wotk of God ; an white 1 expoſed 
*. &reproved-the falſe principles, (pirit, and-prac- 
* tice-of my crring brethren, you heard me fre- 
© quently and /ufficiently-expreis my-charity; love 
+ -and\Zenderneſ3 for their perſons?” p. 226, This 
ts what you fay ; now for the provk of it.**® 
! ..Cou 


the times, that people's 


| now given me reaſon-ro-think, 


= wm ts cauſe, if 
at fame time -we advance //e arguments, or. 
diſcover a wrong temper: anc} beliaviour, we there = 
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| had been inſpired to'tell-men's hea 


off a learned, able 
«6, as are unlearned in their room; "ris really-atfect- 
« ing (and1 ſpeak it with concern) to ec how 
« they are beguiled and led aſtray,'by the fubril- 
« ty of as in this intereſting affairy' and' how 
« manifeltly they jdin. 225th the” gates: of "belly 
ainf] church of Chriſt. de- 


« oainlt THE 
yr Speaahen p- 177." Yea; as-as if y0u bad 


thren' * They held faſt their they 
to return? p. 128; | «Surely wet have 
1435 44; nfo wares wn 13 4 61245 


theſe 


f (or Fine armingtHmieg the churches, of your -own 
town | 'p- 126. > et - Lt 09 rt 


+ Note Sir, you forgot this paſſage when you complain*d 
of my title. p. 16, 17. 


and 


Me. Fulph Bip 3; 
4:23 fiilbeyidence, /as the;nature of on 
* admitvot, har it-was = faljc. 
*+. Galle. pour made. the. {a= 
:US, a evice. of ſatan, __ 
« the gov af PII mah OPIP 
a mY: \ "ORE Fig 2 Fen 
+ rxinxomlence or {elt-tufficiency ;; _—— 
+, do evidently wo L road through the 
©. WHOLE So all beige 
hs. ys ha _—_— 
whart'a ger pon 3 mnt wick _ 
the fickt ITS 1n; 
fame 
earth 
bes. mn ng ” 'Th 
i knows/the Fm— area l row! 61 onkey 
4 TANy SELF andthe SEPARATES! (for feyeral 
<. hours/betfore the engagement) and the ſenſible 
Re that: he-gave _- © over Hy 2299s Pp 
EL 53 8-6. [:@4 - FL.$£34; 
dice fir; when through: y our. cs; (T'fave 
you thus/labouring, way 91 work of God 
ro your own party, _ heard you in ftrongrerms, 
not.only 3 declare - en-to be govertied 
by their: infs and deluded by: therdevil, _ alio 
rare 6a with! the «worſt--pf.. your: enemies; 
how was it poſſible. for. me-to = ou \friendly' xo 
God's work, " tender 00" his peoples. wha $a 
was. 10: doing. - (0 IGAtt 
es red matv me.of another inſiavce af youll 
late tenderne/s. From your attempts /m yout-ter- 
monsto draw our pifturean odiouscolors, 1 took 
pars vr aidrecci Ward's:daug hter. being 
taken:from her huſband,-and:. John richie, witc 
*_ poifonegd, hacboften been caſt vpon us = 
pulpirs 
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tothe world, that 

rice done him n fools \borkan church.and 
Bur every word 
rruth ;" ould produce nn 

fathers, in the why woos 

his opinion that one his: members was gone to. 
heaven, 'that -put_an.end to her own -life 4 how 
_ is the; bad. TE. of our ſeparation diſco» 


vered 


36: Joſh Bi: 


| pel | 

pour 19 tug be 2s Proton guitey 
as Dr. Franck ſays, Ih-your ſermons of wholly 
*Y God's ordinance, by rgefting and 
+ hreoby he thoſe —_ defire _ govern their 

«. lives by the-goſpel of Chtilt.” $4.9 
; Should your fir, hear an enehilaſty ( (as I 
abr $9) bring this as/ an argument to- prove 
himſelf right, in receiving one to adminiſter baps 
uſm; who he ſaid, he teared was corrupt in-prin- 
ciple, and knew the was in” ce,| viz. © That 
this'rext came ſuddenly to'his mind, Go with him 
notbing daubting, for '{ have ſent him : would you 
not-at once declare thisto be a falſe | ent” © 
Well,/in a bouk publiſhed by one Mr. {-F; who 
itiles himſelf a Larger when'he'is arguing) 
tor miniſters having human , hein his 
1756 pa ſcrs down'exattly theic words 5; * Our 
* hath ſhown ug that LEARNING Is emi-" 
«« nently! uſefu], 


yea-even neceſlary; Ia. 50 4 
«<< God bath: me" the of the 
«« Jearned that I ſhould tenor borw to ſpcot @ word in 
« to him that 'isweery.. lacimating that 


No wud ſhould not have” known bot, | without #" 


©; Jearned-> rongue.” - Now'there: was -one-d, Þ! 
that had no. A. M. to purto the end of bis-name;,” 
who! yet yentured to publiſh 
this book, and when he came to this paſſage, he' 
wasſo bold:25 to ſay, in his qeb pages ** 1fMr: 

ty 4 | Kr 
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What you have related ? Rather, does nor 
-marrer lie here 3 that you are con- 
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an examination of 
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Me F. has taken him ſcmardy. 20-6 

meddling with him, in a piece called, 
aminer examined : and on this par 
owns that 


«wad, 


ng. (till :-and Chriſt as mas, 
« had all chat A REA? - And he 
takes. up half a page to ſhew-ro-us,-thar/ Chriſt 
was eminently furniſhed with grammar; logic/and 
rhetoric 4 mn all which (fays: be) the excellency 
+ of human learning. conſitts?. then © he” = 0h 
«. Tho' I know not what Mr. /B.-i 
oy * zularly by divine learning {for his'1 
very fingular)—yer, | fecely.concur, -thar-the 
«, phone alſo imports an- ability of  ſpeakipg in 
6 Hi points, as; becometh- a-perſon TAUGHT OF 
«. God, and filled\with *all divine rand” 
« wiſdom and knowledge, and-a\fingular. fhill 10f 
© - cofnning fouls, and erong upon-men's KEAKTS 
*- and CONSCLENCES.” » Theſe things Lowe are: 
included or ſoggeſted to vs, by the propher 


«.in 


My. aſeph\ Fiſh. 89 
« in this ſcripture, though more remotely : the 
« FIRST and. moſ obvious import of the 'word, is 
« in. fayor of human learning 3 which is' as 
« MUCH the cirT of Gop, in its 
« to-improve it roche glory of the giver. - And 
« it's highly worthy of our reſpe&ful notice, in 
« this day of reproach and contempt caſt upon 
« this gift of the sy1rIT, even /carnmp, that our 
« Lord in ſpeaking of miniſterial 'accompl:ſh- 
& ments, which he had an infinite fulneſs of, 
« ſhould uſe ſuch a ſtriking phre/e as this, The 
« tongue of the learned.” p. 85—87. 

It appears plain, that this writer had ſome 
thopghts about him ; for he ſubmits his /zarning 
and honeſty, in all this, only to '** the {earned or 
Judicious reader,” and tells us, If mode/iy be add- 
ed, he thinks it would: lead Mr. B. to caquire 
whether he did not, exerciſe himſelf in things tos 
high for him ! 1 ſay, it appears plain thavhe had 
ſome thoughts about him.: for 'tis a wonder. if 
ſomepeoplewhoare not maiters of arts, donot prove 
themſelves to be ſo deſtitute of modeſty, and fo 
o rr pre in their ideas,” as 10 judge, 'that «this 
miniſter had not lately -read that old queſtion, 
How knoweth this man' letters, having never 
LEARNED ? nor the tender and charitable lentence 
of the /carned miniſters of that day, who ſaid, 
« Are ye alfo deceived / have any of the rulers,or 
« of the Phariſees believed on him | but Tris 
« PEOPLE Who 'KNOWETH NOT. te LAW, are 
« courseD !” John 7. 15, 4749. Yea, fismuch 
if this people do not fome of them preſume ſo 
far upon /ogic, as to conclude, that it was this 
miniiier's ſpiritual gift of buman learning, 
that 


M 


_ AS GRACE _ 


CONOORSTOTID LNOHT IT LILIONTES DETECT EE ai ar ire 


{ ie toon nionikg boli, 5.020 561 ORIDS: 04D-4 don. 3 2. Sw hi. . tow 


96 — 


row 
\ < ay Rt" 


y << writings ; 


chat raoght kitn to Know bow, it & letter of 
CHRISTIAN * to introduce the HeA jj; or 
Fable, of Pheatan's ering the world on fire 
(whatſoever Fupiter may do” with” his thitidet 
bolts, yer as to men) bow in /taſon to ſay *©'wi 
« have not LtarRneh—railing for bor ak 
« hope the church is not in nr reat dangef. 
« —As for your/eff, I believe = may reſt ſe- 
& cure. 20 CIT of your refleCtions;” and 
« bitte book oh (however provoking) 
« will likely EK. from the angry Mietos of 
a + yourinjuredneigh rs; for if Michael thearch- 
«angel, when contending with the devil, dvrit 
«. not bring againſt him avail acenſation, who 
* among the followers of Chrilt, dare enter the 
« lift with-Mr. Barkas ? rhe ſpirit of the' goſpel 
« forbids'it 7 you. may bid defiahee + to det 
You are” alfo defended: 
of your 
hom 


eleape, by the ill avoir 
e},.to "forte 


z on account of w 
_ com} by Mr. 

vurſved: at the 

-huntſmen, 


o« CH animals, which when 
124, 


66 rive away both Po 
64 iy der intoledabls ſtench 125. 
Ah fir ! whar times are we' len ints! that 
one illiterate teacher, ſhould foveorrover- 
match for the anpry tempers, "pens, an@ 
delicate noſes of all ihe learned rl pe pt it the 


land ; yea, and for their dogs too, —* I 
them alt to quit the purfuir, and PY hi c 
— -- --- - 


field't' 

ot Is your for ſubſcription; this part of the | 
is called, ** A letter of chri/#ian reproof far = bitter - atMi- 
0 chrifen ſpirit that runs through the whole of his per« 
PR formance, YI 


—_—_— —_— ——. 


—cc——__ 


Mr. Joſeph Fib- 


But truly Sir, if I am rude. in b,I.. mean 
not eu ſo in Loacwidn: and Ox refer 
it to _ all plan. 
be learned or unl 


le among us, let them 


a, EUSA is not as falſe as his was, who 
fer yd phraſe, Go with bim ; without 
gard to the charafter of the perſons WE 


ah: mans Fox. my . part hs avi 
ar BE ro if , £O 15:8 

8» as diſtinet oa that.man can. teact, 
h 4 are forced thus 


T' Fo et in the IDs 


with t oF 
Ka _ 


workin n., men's. m/s 
and cou |: OS 3 Ca declare that 


this diving Rell, is more yg news in» 1a. 
D.. 4. than. the  bamas les vg of grammar, 
ogic and rhetoric, which, you. ert,. 1s 4s cb 
the gift of God as grace z and that .you. AS Nor 
freely ſubnut your learning and (boneſty. kids 
matters to any but the learned ; hm Hp allch-(e 
things are too wonderful for me, unleſs I ſuppo!®, 
that as thoſe who formerly made heart religion a 
remote thing, Wat 74 lo b;de their counci/, 
in Ogheons. judgm y_ hid tram chem, 
Ifa.. 2 ——15 {0 ap lomerhing of like nas 
ture = en. place. again :. For waen | miniſters 
ſtand as they ought, they renounce ſuch, bidgex 
things, and by. manifeftation.ot rhe TRUTH, com: 
mended themſelves, not, only to the learned, but 
tO. £UErY. may's CONSCIENCE 13 {Þe. hight of. God. 
2. Cor. 4. 2. 

3. For &diſputant to, take any-truch which... 
apponent holds as much as he does, ang blend 11 
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whether your argument 
for the neceſſity of human wks? 20g from that 
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with that which is is not try, in order to g 
argument, this T0 hp: qa Air and * Fea 
<« reaſoning.” en ene? by the way, that 
your remper Fn Tw with hard' GB when 
think nr Pp licable to your opponent. e- 
het {of is OE ns 
(- he caſe is thus. In trying to prove that 
the ſeparates heaped to thetrelye Mean you 
ſaid, : According to one grand principle 'of 
ba their churches, every one muſt exerciſe his gifts 
4; * In 5k 1 he is impreſſed or moved _ 
In anſw ' T obſerved 7 WEN 


"T7 BI & 
= 


in his 


: 2: , oy 
> ci evident Nat n the "ante. 
ve, 'T have limited the charg 
aking in. Ne, to oval "by the thi ifts, 
an arc #tnpreſſed or mov e £ 
Dn pen a 
therein charge res 
= holding "that "ALL Ps gift for' public 
= were 1 bt! you call falſe and ſophiftical 
reaſoning. p. 98, 99. To which 1 "if only 
May, that your $ were, Every ont ; and you 
clole FY argument with vaming women, old 
* and young, together with unſtilful and felt- 
< 'conceited exhorters,” which you repreſent thar 
the ſeparates were obliged, by the canons of their 
br opin ſuffer to © Teach and preach amonr 
& them” Ser. p- 163, 165." And if every one 
does not mean ll, and if un/t//ful perfons moved 
with ſeif-conceit, means the fame. as gifiz4 ones 
moved by the ſpirit, then 1 have reaſoned ſophi- 
ſtically ; if not I belizye the epithet will fall back 
up0a 


” 


upon. him who bg the argument. That 
I freely leave. to others, and only remark, that 
this was the firſt time of my hearing of canons in 
our churches, except the canon of ſeriprure. 

Now to come to what is mainly here aimed at, 
I would note, that the general plan of your ſer- 
mons,was to give the chara&tersofChrift's church, 
and then to apply the fame to the churches of 
our day. In doing of which you endevoured to 
prove, that thoſe you call fanding churches, are 
upon the Rock, and fo near like the firſt church 
in Plymouth, as to claim a right of relation as 
jfer s or children thereto, And though you was 

ed to own that they, and'the authors of Cam. 
bridge platform, profeſſed thatthe power of ordi. 
nation 1s in' the church, yet you tried” to prove 
that they did not act according to that profef- 
ſion. . This I proved fo plainly to be'a miſtake, 
that you have nor attempted to refute*'me 1m it ; 
though you now ſay © the pra#ire of the churches 
* 135 generally if not univerſally as I have faid it 
«© ought "to be.” - But leſt the reader by this 
ſhould fee a real difference between you and our 
fathers, you flip in a clauſe from Cambridge 
platform, concerning the churches improving e/- 
ders -1n ordinations where-they can convemently 
be obtained. p. 46. This point T twice over de- 
clared, that we ALL hold to, and 'praftice upon. 
Ex. p. 17. 63. To what <nd then, can't be 
here mentioned but. to hide the truth ? 

In the ſcond place T clearly proves, that car 
fathers way of admitting menivers, was by Xver- 
hat relation io ths courchy of 2 4% of Goa 5 SP 
on their hearts ;, which has Ence degeotierated into 
7:1 relations, and from that t9' rover af 477, in 
riany 
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many places... This you cannot deny, but try to 
evade 3t by RGnI9% ; was not treating of 'a 


particular church; thea, you op a clauſe, 
that in cale of = , our fathers varied 
from their. c ——Y P- 51,. And who 
ever denied 


-This led me ph to open a third "article of 
difference between. you and our fathers, which 
is the root of all, namely the - ap of nl. goſpel 
church.. And. 1 produce full {our mg on 
ſuch as you allow to be. ſome of 
nent fathers, { That af it 


* rent. dodtring in, New-; 
* ſons -orthodox. 


eur 


«< * examination concerning, zhe work of , { 
grace in ther hearts, it would be a Wo 
6 : from former | priaciples,” . Then. I prox 
* fog from form letter oublithed againſt us -by faxtcen 
aL (and you now.call it an:excellent item: 
4.) which ſays, 5+ It is the will. of Chriſt, 
b LT all thoſe who make an outward "eredible 
<« profeſſion of chrifigziry, ſhould be admitted in- 
« to his church, an R. Fame wncenverted Bx 
< THERE,” Ex..p. 18-2 
Thus. I proved, . that * fathers held 'the 
power of ' ordination. to be in, the chureh 5 bur 
that you hold it tobe in miniſters. That chey held 
to admitting members by verbal relations; you t@ 
written ones, or none at all: And thirdly chat our 
fathers declarcd, That a_ general profe/ion would 
' be real apeftacy; and I proved that your chur- 
ches have got into it :, yet you ſhutile along, eill 
from our fathers writing, you bijpg our the 
materials 
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materials of the cliurch'to-be profeing' believersy 
ind ther cbildran, and'then Lak. Surely: here 


'* j8dj difference==—And yethe 
*is ſhewing an efſen/ial difference betgbats the: 
* ſtanding c ches, and the fire in the land; 
« Att the difference is" they exactLy agrees. 


richer this ismoſt rly called; /ophiſtry,or 
lying, 1 teave with Godan jo our 0wn con{cienceg 


praying Umr'y you may be broutht to rryS. repen- 


ag [ contieved, fully 
rial difference / between your churches and | our 
_ id mevcing with. thatglaring peryerſion 


he parable of rhe tarcs; viz. applying; what 
Coe of the'worldj-ro EL ugh 4 4 
A 


int our” the nature of lis order; 
Let both 


violated -amone: us, by depriving-thoſe of their 
Hp libeniesami enjojments; who would not 


conform to the pariſh miniſters.” Upon which FE 
gave it as my mind that there may; and'ought-tof 


be, a ſweet harmoſy betweer-civib and ccelefiaſtiv 
oat rulers, bur not ſuch a" iniox as had been' a- 
—_—— ; for which Þ gave my reafons;/ and en</ 

vouredaiſtinaly'to rurr rhe ine berweerithemy 
ng p! 20==92.. yet you" affert- this part of my 
book to be « mixed, inconnected- and withour 
*" 6rder,” and that I-have got be/ade miy' profeſſed 


deſign, 2nd” aHorthacl ful your churches for: 


coherent with rhe ſtarey which'you fa, **is evis 
4 Fo warrarited' by the holy ſcriptures. ” 
"$6, But cake notice; the firit: part'of my 

ofelled deſign was,'to open the conſtitution of 
Zou churches, Ex. Pp. "15. and-/in this place-L 
Was 


pidyed actions 


HOgerby 7 and how. it - has» beet 
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was-not beſide ic, but upon it, and proved the 
conſtitution tobe ſuch, that if the pariſh miniſter 
diſliked another's preaching near him;,' or” called 
for | his ſalary, the ſecular powers muſt exert 
their force to remove thoſe he was offended with, 
and to. anſwer his demands : And if you Sir, 
thought /uch a conneion to be warranted by ſcrip- 
ture, your buſineſs evidently was to bring your 
proofs. And: have you done it ? No.—Indeed 
you have proved that there was 4 union between 
the church and ſtate in Iſrael, (which I held as 
much as you) but not a wordof ſuch a connettion as 
I had faulted. p. 56. 57. Then you ſhew that Iſa; 
49- 23, and 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. imply * Not only 
«that the magiſtrate ſhould not himſelf lay 
«<. hands on us, nor. ſend his officers and ſervants 
*«- toſpoil us of,or interrupt us in,the enjoyment 
« of our religious rights ; but alſo that as he has 
« it in his power, he would reſtrain and puniſh 
«*« thoſe that ſhould moleſt or trouble us in mat- 
<« ters of god/ineſs or religion, as well as in matrers 
«. of boneſty, which we have a right to, in com- 
«: mon with other men.” p. 58. by 

And where is ſophiſtry now ! dare you Mr. #7, 
before him whoſe eyes. are like a e of fire, 
tend that I have wrote a word, or formed the 
t argument againſt ſuch an exerciſe of the 
magittrates power towards the church as you have 
deſcribed ! No : if thoſe powers had not been 
moved by yorr brethrenin the miniſtry to aft the 
very contrary part, to what you have proved 
from the word of God thet they ought to have 
ated, I aſſure you I would not: have troubled 
you in this aFair. I obſerve that inſtead of a- 
greeing with me that the worſ# miſtake that our 


fathers 


chureh the 

Ri Gays 1» Joſs 
«</Chriſt i Moen 
*fully/ dare-to fet- up ay praft'ce, or eſtabliſh 
'* any order inchis houſe, but whil be has direR- 
45 ed to : to-be fure none prot! to his direftion. 
*:/The holy feri 7 vt the. platform, ate tO 
hp Pp 43- 


their 
of on v 
ma Taro; 


trates; have any warran ſup 
miniſters or not?” here. 72 a mgmt, 

#F.. bas-fount] . no. warrant for that-in the ſerip- 
ure therefore he flies to the plarfortn, and relis 
of ther a/es: our pious f4thers laid: down; therein, 
Sh ma al aapdany of fri, tow, Hol 

ment ; us 

Fr HOYT NE he hag with the rules - 
«fbere.” p. 59. And what: are theſe -rules ? 
one- of them contains theſe words. -- ++ If 


*. any chonch ſhall 'rend in(clf the com- 


tro 
64 munion of other churches piF ee 2 caſe the 


rate 1s 20\put forth his - coercive power 
of thenvis';” Nh The m mo he 
* char the min; be duly providedfor.” w 

as inf + that he ſhall 6s ig th 
that won't. do (heme _ without.” 


6 


<4 


63: rid 
| Now dds: an hon #t man..' Theſe 
rules/ were- firſt drawn” by miniſters, and thou'ar: 
the "miniſter: who [haſt blamed ime for not beir.o 
contented wich then, declaring them to beleiu 
down-with./ caution and; excellency. of ſpirit's; anc 
I can” freely-. appeal 19 your comiience, that. 36 
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their ſervants, © when' theo 
eleted for their | pattor, was at worſhip 
church the day *before he was-torhave) 
dained;”- and La1y nanps on him; Ny wat 
him to 'prifon; © for preaching” without -the- 1i- 
cence of ſuch miniſters as*rhou art.; This © my 
eyes ſaw ;" andthe nexr'day I faw. more than a 
dozen of fuch miniſters come” up after the ſhepherd 
was thus ſmitten, to ſee if they -could nat. /catt2r 
that fioth, which, as your: 9 95" 49-04909: Gyr 
Eo padyIndabe olga honaees 
1. Bo thaſe powers 
ps $1 have 1 marred reverſe of what 
they-ought/to have acted) .countenanced/by-mi- 
niſters, who were molt if norall of-them; Gere 
of that which you-now call-'an excellent letter-4. and 
lo-openly uid they 1ſay-in-prattice, that 1t--theſe 
people woutd withdraw from their churches, they 
ſhovld nor peaceably grow: tagetber with them. im 
#h4 werld: Yer Mr. F. thourart-the manz.who 
haſt declared"to the: world,-that *-It:is-wholly 
go of rule, and! quite ious, for 1Mr.B. 
*© to charge the \eburches OR OO 
* ſending mer to jail for rates, or othegdike.; 
+ /ecutions' (as herudely TH and} unreaſonab] 
** complains, throughour his book) for theſe «66d 
*« ceedings afeevidently the atts of the civil ſtate, 
«one forirs ows|utilicy?”apigb, ©. The doings 
«4*of* rhe efvil "authority, -of thatiaLons.” 
v.59. 2309 dBm 4:74. aw len 
T hope out hanorable: rulers will mas 
by this, and- never.more exert-their power __ 
vney 


EpneBos who itisforg and never-uſe any» mort: 


for: them. *- All the-proſecutions:that Lhave conr- 
plained-of-arc ſo-evidently for. miniſters, and ac- 
krary to the ſpirit -of your rules, that I promiſe 
you, af you can-point-out one jnitance; which 1s 
nor fo; torthatl will make a public acknowledg- 
ment: | _.TIcome; 2b (nate it rote 

4. To obſerve, that all arguments: which are 
tounded-upons a violation: of the golden rule arc 
certainly talſe ones. That your. ; arguments 
againſt us were ſo founded. I: before attempted 
t9,.prove by three: witneſſes, out, of your lec- 
mons z the firſt of which 1 introduced thus : No 
man-or -community--can think 4c realonable, to 
have their charafer drawn only from their imper- 
feftions without any: of their: virtues © yet ſhewed 
uy h,oSOE” F thas 


— —_— —_— —W—— ti. Fn" Oy i — ——_— 
_ - OO —— GC — 8 


alt It is.not the Morey of opinions (which cannot be- 


avoided) but the refuſal of toleration to thoſe _ of different 
opinions (which might be granted) that has produced al the 
buftles and wars thathave ir t he chriſtian werld, upon 
account of religion. Therheads and leaders of the! chyrch, 
ved. by avarice and. injatiable defire| of dominion, making 
= of the immoderate ambition of magiſtrates, and the credu- 
loos ſape rAition of the giddy multirude, have” incenſed and 
them- again thoſe that i/ent from them/oboce ; by 
preaching unto them, contrary to the Iaws of the goſpel, and 
the. precepts of charity, . That ſchiſmaticks and hereucksare 
to_be.outed of their poſſeſſions, and detroyed. And thus have 
they mixed trgerber and confounded two things that are H1os7 
viryrerext, the charch and the common-wealth, —Phir 
; ifrates ſhould .tbug ſuffer theſe incendicries, and difturber's 
Wy 6 public peace, might jultly be wondercd at ;.if it jd not 
appear that they have been invited by them wunto a pirtici- 
pation of the ſpoil, and have thought fit to make uſe of rhetr 
covetepuſneſs and pride, as means whereby to increaſe: ther 
own power.” Lock on Tolcration, p; 3c 
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ſapport miniſters, rill miniſters can pro». 
duce divinerwe for it; and alſo will own that it 1s 
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«© faults.” P- _ +8... G24: 
Here Mr. F. rairwigegnt} you'ons 
pur Som dats oat we een 
ced a order of mit 
Wo. any5® our to believe,” we leſs pub. 
lickly to declare, that you'knowingly held roo 
grols things as ' Ro _—_— vere both concern- 
102 4 .learned'ton }aen rule, -not 
og the verbal wht friend 4 have. 
on earth. No, I ſhould avs thought they ſome 
way miſtook your meaning: but whats written'is 
written. And though ſomepeculiar circumſtances 
that 1 have paſſed through, have (through divine 
lp rey taught me, more _ ſelf can blind 
us, than many/ others know'y"yet your 
$4 has NN he more 'of it'than T pobrnd 
and in that, reſpe& has done me p 
CE Ad he lad to do\-you's likeKi eſs, 
thoug oY age in Lefing manner.” wk 
Dear Sir, accordin to your own account; yok 
know of many virves th wa theſe 
men and as chriſtians, bu 6. of ©=a 
«they had as ſepar GY at is, as they ſtood 
oppoſite to yourfelge: neitker manhbeod nor chri/- 
tianity muſt go into their charter, ages a 
S 


\4 
I 
abs pr .of ts Fonds to viſit brezh- 
Feng out Ron juan wo 

ipping together, on 's day, July 20, 
165144 was ſo zealous to Py the 
miniſters \.chat he: put forth. his coercive 
fewer, and had. thoſe | chrcee men ſerzed before 
they had finiſhed their forenoon exerciſe, and car-' 
ried-jn-the afternoon to the pariſh worſhip ; and 
afterwards ſentthem priſoners. coBoſton, There 
they were all fined, and tor not paying it, one of 
them was whipped thirty laſhes, and two of'his 
au ty has hr 414 him by the. hand,-and 
praiſing God for. his courage rower 
ſuffering, were carried before the 


in 


Boſton, and fined 

When news of this reached to London, Sir 

Richard Saltonſtall, one of the Maſſachuſerts firſt 

plracce, wrate- ta the miniſters ot. | 

manner... 1 
* Reverend: and de Hinds, whom I Gi 

«. feignedly love and reſpett. * 
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4 Thele/rigid ways have laid you "7 —wſ 
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«< thati1h2>. Lord :would | give you meek and 
* -humble ſpirits, ngt to! doteadoaacth tor anmfor- 
« - mity, as' to keep the oo We _ ſpirit'in the 
«, bond of peace: | WE ;--- rt 
1 To this Mr. Cotton wot (SW Tabu woner 
are theſe words,” ** + Honored ,and'dear-Sir, 
«  My-brother Wilſon and ſelf do both/ofus ac- 
« knowledge: your-love, as otherwiſe formeny, 
ee fnrowinthe late lines we receiveds from you, 
q + thar-you grieve 1 in {pirit 0 hear--daily» com- 
* Plaincs againſt us.—Bc plealcd. to. underſtand 
at ſuch. complaiats+ as! 'a/togerber ins 
purious in reſpect of ourſelves, whonhad ino 
and or tongue: at all- to promoteyeither the 
” _ 
* Maſlachulccs hiltory, vol, tl, Þ, 4017 _=_ 
y Ibid p. 403-—407. 1 
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be SENTENCED TO- BANISHMENT. , General laws and 
liberties of the Ma/achefetr colony, reviſed and re-pyinted 


by ener rae ure ye May 15, W608: + Tr 
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now'add /ords ( 
into Hottind from Defo 
to our land 5 "and where he '*«* Boren a- 
« gainſt their promſeuous 7 bph, wich (in his 
©" account) IT oo pot” profant- 
«7/7 of char hol hon” fe ofcves, 
« That when 2're rails of the chvrch has 
« been brought about in any parr'of the world, 
« 1t has rarely been, afterwards 'carried*on any 
« ſtep farther than'the fir ft reformers did ſveteed 
« in their fr endeavours. He obſerved thit 
& as eaſlly might the ark have been removed 
* from EY mountains of Ararat, where it firſt 
* grounded, as a'people any gromd"m-re- 
* formation, LE; and fe the* firſt remoye 
« of the reformers. - And . this... obſervation 
vickned hirm to' embark in 1a deſign of re- 


*« fortnation; where? in he ty have opportuni- 


«'ry ro drive things in the firſt efſay, Son near "to 
«the: precept and pattern of ſcripture as "they 
& could bedriven.” * No wonder then” that he 
bore witnſs here alſo, againſt their degeneratin 

into promiſcuous cacira in 1662. The effe&ts'© 
-which | were ſo»great- by | the year 1700," as to 
phys Dr. Mather, i 1 befoxe now Ex: p.-49) 
.to dec iT & be | | 

key Bey MY for thirty years,— ly ; 

ho Will come to that: in New-England, that the 
WI "Fonſcientions | people *therein'»will- think 


* Magnalia, B, 111, p. 53, 
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Howeyer, though our difference in ſentiments 
1s great, yet tis time £0. Come tO the ſecond gene- 


ral head that we agree in; which is of relaung 
* If they are irue,.he has nor. 


fads. You lay, 
« flandered vs me if \24 are falle he has :, and 


9 Yoon this bypotheſis I am ready to join iflue,”” * * 


P. » With this. I concur, only wich che. pro- 
_—_ adue regard be paid to the golden rule 
in the, mauner of doing it; which, naturally brings 
us-to., my ſecond... witneſs, to prove your doing 
the contrary. before : which was z that None can 
be willing.t9, have. the character of their whole 
denomunation, taken from. evil perſons and things 
which Tra 


A. pa out of your.ſermons, to ſhew 
POE you had ;_ ſo 19 us. Ser;-;p. 142..E3..p- 
5- X00 now lays the. quo ration, * Shows thas, I, 
<< was,not giving the character, of the whole de- 
«* nomination, but ply of individuals.” P. .20. 
Had you. Sir, but have named} the individuals, 
there _—_— have, been lome_Icnic in this anſwer, 
but fiace ,you have.not. done it, we mutt have. 
recounle, to..a, ſcripture. inſtange. ., It is well 
Known, that whenan \ breach-happens, eith 
in; church or {tate, perſons of, various << Ste, ; 
and, ſentiments will relart, 10.) the new- party, 
When. the-breach between Saul and David « ant 
to, be,known, every one that <gas 1m aijire/s, ana 

Very one that was in debt,and diſcontented, cathe- ed 


themſelves unioDavid, and. be beceme aCoptci in cc0 
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them. Yet when ſuch a charafter of His y 
as this was ' viz. "Thert be many 
now a day? that I Jet wth every © reere 
mar it is called Railing ; ard we are"told'that 
the perion who gave it, therein ated according 
$ name, which ſignifies, « foo? or” madman. 
; ” Gi 22. 2 and 25. 10, 1 
My third "witneſs was t6 Be) how hal 
tried to deprive people of betring af ing for 
hoe] and h oa a as 
caring, Ex. ; y 
ro It We, That Fs you delivered oy 
warning and advice to 'your” own le, and 
ſay, * As for ſtrangers, the wh ity 
«of ſe} parates——they are * cone "out" of tlie 
« preſet queſtion” p.” 2 r Sir,” you 
ſpread printed pr of 
your [7 ow ing through” the coun! 
what you. had” therein written” 
rates ; and then the books were'p 
dilperſed jnito all the four | SETS 
England, and improved out” 
tion in general, before 1 wrote againſt chem, Find 
1 never heard of any one tran, that"t6ok what 
you had ſaid, in the Itheg ſenſe you woold now 
put upon ir,rill your reply came out Which'limi. 
cd ſenſe you alſo now fly ta, fot” a"fereen from 
my charge, of your injuring the truth iti relating 
of fats. p. 6. We muſt therefore comme to par- 
ticulars, And, 4 
i- You/are forced t6 own yourſelf guilty of 
two miſtakes about the ſeparare miniſter in your 
own _ town. © One is; you faid the” church 
filenced | him: when (in © truth ' he —_— 
himſelf. The other is, concerning the lengrh of 
timg 


_ 
. 
o 
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p. 106, So that your chief a 
- mine theſe fats, bis yde-oue } 
- was taken from , an aged notre ileary IE: 
after above 20 Men hangs in this confuled ©: 
_ world, then wrote as near as another could-re- 


member, and a, third gives the publie the Jub- 
- Nance of what te rnd. Net oa Now I 
will-.give you my authorities. One of 


pe on tg 1 


it giving me an account of the ſtate of religion 
in/ thoſe parts, wrote thus, : 
+ + $.As for Stonington, - Apr ac for -: 
* ſome time denied to adminiſter them, 
\*.,and now hath. concluded to return toM 
« and hath proceeded /o fay as to fell g- 
* ron; and Lenny t Mansfield ; but the church 


" pee. { inſt his going-? This was 4 | 
written on April 17, 4644 our "account -»: 


makes/ir a year after his removal before his ex- _- 
comunication.... Well my account of that is from -- 
one -; 
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; of a ne 4n, vhich theſe. words. , 
Nh $a ecaey, beard. the. 
« ME {DT i hebag folken n the wor Tet 
p et him to name 
a goſpel, and adminiſtring þ. PRAISE. 
« of z he. was dclired to = his. reaſons, why. he 
«© had ſo done.- He, gave-this, an{wer, . That 
< there was'a want a elowlbip, but to. woke 
<* it to the church, or any 
« could not; and that. was all, "or 
* And then the church dec red how oy | 


< wh I Red 10 5h. We .; | 


<. all py was _—_ to proceed to. pub- 
« lic eXCOmmunicarion. ar 
<<, was warner July ; bur as to the cf; 

<, has-it in his;hands, and. he orders. all things, 
«© well,” This-was written the laſt of September, 


1750 3 and I have both of theſe Jetters 10 their, 
authors own-hand-writing, to ſhew to. any who! 
delife to. ſee them... Apdletit be noted, thatthey, 
nt then wrote, in way of. intimate. friend» 
ſhip,” containing our own. language. concerning, 
thele affairs,.and not with any WG of Hh 
ing them to the world. .__.. | 
And. by theſe Accounts it APPEArS, 1 that he was. 
ordained.on December 10, 1746 z, bot thay, after, 
be had- broken his folemn. cov wo that 
flock of God,; they took the. *) "fieps with 
him, ard.as he did-not. bear the church,,, he,was 
excommunicated July 20, ,1750- Yer you don 
clared 1n priat, that **, Him, they chole, ardain; 
ed; i enced,” calt out of the church, and.deli- 
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rradted all that you; have done againft your bre- = 
thren, through-a-leaning ts your cwn ungerſiand- ©* 
ing, and aQting'contrary to the character, Cy 
citizens ? -Pfal. 15, 93; a. 33. 15, May | > 
'be a'warning and A brottba to us" all, ba £2] 


-forure treatment» of others |. ou I = 
-2:” You Sir-charged us with de/pi/ing legruing, .. 
| 4 1, ” A ; - 0 INS 

and-ſaid we had' None but anitarned Teachers and *- 


- <fi4 x ov - 2a 
- that we did” not" &fe means for obtainin any I 
vitter atcompliſbments, "Set. p. 165; And pow =: 
in order-ro majnrain your cliarge, you would Ii- 
mit the-controverſy to the word college 3 whereas _- 


the "words in your charge were, ANY means ; col- 
leges,” axÞ ſuperiar ſchools. And when 1 named ... 
. two ſons of Mr. JofiahCleaycland of Canterbury, --- 
- that'he ſent-to-college, you allert-that he», n on "E 
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+ ago ordained by regular over & 
** gular church and congregation in Plainkelg. 


P.. 15. 
4 Reply, I learn 96 os IE did. 20) 
rom him ſome general refle&tions v cpaza- 
tions.z yet the A that he was ſereled in Wes 
dropping the old conſtitution, and beginning argw 
by a verbal relation of experiences z not wlihg 
the civil law for his ſupport, and not v © 
in his preaching. And I am informed, that: 
lately aſſiſted in ordaining aminiſter in your v3s;} 
nity, whoa to be a man of /piritual gifs; 
though he has no more of college-learning than. 
we had. And whetherthis can convince us that. 
we were wrong in ſeparating from your conft:? 
tion, that we might introduce /uch goſpel 64 
(and which now ſpreads in your colony} let th 
reader judge |. Youcloſe this article with teltzny 
your readers, that you had ſufficiently proved ye 


charge againſt us, but .if any thing more 1s. #e-. 
quired, . 2a and language of my book tay: 
ſupply the place of many witneſſes. p. 15- FT 


content-to refer the matter to that reſt ; for: 
truſt it has red, and will appear to 3 EF: 
thatGod has given me a real regard for #now&:4pe- 
and truth, but a hatred of ignorance and ſophigry« 
3. In opening your conſtitution I menticned. 
the trouble that Norwich repreſentatives metry 
for their oppoling their miniſters arremprts”! 
bring in the Saybrook ſcheme, and ſaid that;A 
ter many, councils, and much fatigue, un July -of _ 
money prevailed with that miniſter co quit?' Ms 
place. Ex. p. 29. You now ſay, The ſumof 
money was: only for his temporal intereſt in;< 
town. pu 72. To which Lreply, that \p 4 
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thaughrof blaming! hins- for ſelling-.his- eſtate 
theregthouahd had an: account -of-that: from the” 
!ame hands that I had the other ; but as] ndfrom 
the town records, that upon reſigning; his office, 
he made a-<demand -- of» ok 3 8, beyond. 
wharthe town judged to be anyways his due, 1 
ſuppoſe thar from thence it was taken that a cer- 
ran ſam. was-given: hit r0.quit his place. - This 
18:the clearelt light 1 cancas/yet pain m.the.caſe. 
Famwilling t0-have'every. millake reCtibed, and 
that'things may! appear; as theyvare.. Ha that 
beer your \temper Sirg would you bave/ſaid//a 
clancil.op, 072) 2 asif-he hadibeer diſmiſſed by 
the-calling- only of- oxefTourici}:y when id truth 
they had them year after-year, from ſoon "after 
the-introdatt: on! of theSaybrook plan in: 1; 08, 
tillthar miniſter: reGgned his office on Augult 31, 
15167 And would- nor-an 4mpartial difpoſition 
{0 have” prevented; ailong deſcant that-you there: 
acd, upon Mr. Tcnnant's language; in order to 
rurliccagainſtus; vwhen-I expteſsly told you, 
that ic was his reaſoning and dotihis; language: 
that approved. of? Ex. p: 33. * At the. ſame 
tine: you paſs over -in- filence's what I brought 
2pain{t you: trow Mr. Edwards; which I as plain- 
ly-rold\you'Þ preferred before the othicr. Is.this 
the Tearninig you pleadifor much for. 1; 1 .: 
34; Yow ipend frs/pages' upon/the falls that 
related concerning! Canterbury,..on which 'you 
reflec that! © Is fad ' that:Mr.. B. | lays no 
'**rettraugt on; his pen't” p. 79. And.your 
jay, * This! may ferve-as a general caution: to 
*hig-readers, how they receive and rely upon: 
* bis! account of :things in other'\-parts- of - his 
'*.. took,” ip.: 89.-:And giveino, hive; that 1. 


W725 04 | took 


- 


iblickl -A 166-201: 
rang and, courts for: i jab truth, ——] narratiz4 
and which I never heard diſputed till your Fry 
came out,., while, you keep your author's' mc 
concealed;,who condemns me.. upon his $ pt 
rememberance. p.' 77: As; far as-1l, comer 
gain,light; fromthe ſeveral: accounts. the 
a I. have corrected - and opened -t 7 
of that ſeparation.z but, whether,I can;$ [8 
lafety-retract any particular circum(tance. that 
now. diſputed, which-was publiſhed 20  Y ear$:ago 
by. a. mani of credit; that I was acquainted/%4 
only-upon the ' memory of one thatil- knewapt, 
let the reader judge 1 And. 1 ſhall.cloſe; Is 
fafts with,remarking,. that you catchat,angþ) 
ing, After the church withdrew; the con tat 
was called and ordained Mr. Cogtwell; [Ex. "LY 
as, A proof that they did not cauſe thats dit 
Rom. 16c,.17. 18. p.. 84, But, Sirg 1. 
by. the plain ea of the-heads of yours 
lege, thar-his preaching, to 1be parifh (wi cl "0x 
ed rhe,church to withdraw)-was. ith ber 3t227 
airettion. of - thaſe miniſters... Ex. pi En ; 
what a, miſerable ſhift is it, for, you.to catchs% Ds 
word | after,.to., prove that they 6d nothi ofs! bes 
fore! "ne 
_ And now Sir, let 03 fur up the whole 510 


ps 


ments, but ET wikhe you proved ic: 2 1 
that I dhbſerre. is from. my .natging ſome # our 
miniſters, who, had beer men of notre in theplaces 
where they lived ; you repreſent .th from 
thence. I argued, that they - bs rs 


23 (a3 


124 Hu Aldreſs 6 


(as if all learning was confined to colleges) and 
you form a ridiculous ſyllogiſm for me according- 
ly. p. 13. Bur whether you or I are rendered 
moſt ridiculous by it, let the reader judge. - A- 

ain, when I obſerved that you / the rule 
ſeſelf through your book ; my argument from :t 
| was, Thar nothing leſs could be d, - than 

falſe aftings upon a falſe rule. Ez. p. 5. That 
is when a man is ſeduced into # erooked way, it 
cannot be expedted that he will go ſtrait in it. 


But you repreſent my a to be, that 

could not have an honeſt Los p--19. Norwith- 
ſtanding I exprefsly ſaid, © 1 defire always to 
« avoid the evil of judging the counſels of others 
« þearts, and to ju righteouſly according ro 
« what is made manifeſt,” And I went -6n ro 
tell what 1 ſuppoſed it was that blinded _ 
Ex. p. 5, 6. AndI till ſv thatyou have 
been thus blinded, and moved to uſe ſhifrs- and 
evalions to try to clear yourſelf, and unreafon- 
bly to cenſure your opponent. Thus 'when I faid, 
you had condemned us without a fair hearing; 
you reply © They were out of my juriſdiftion. 
*« I had no bulineſs to call /hem to a hearing.” p, 
21,, As if I had ſpoken of a perſonal audience x 
when you know that I expreſsly referred to what 
we had publiſhed to the world, which you had 
Pug, regard to, Ex. p. 6, So when | 
memioned what the falſe teachers at Corinth 
gloried in, and (to confirm it) what theCorinthi- 
ans: ſuffered from them. Ex, p. 25, 26.-+ You 
ſhuffle the matter over, till you would-- make 
your readers believe, that I held, that thoſe reach- 
ers glorying was in what the ſaints ſuffered from 


them, And thovgh you. will . not allow -that 
Chriſt 


Mr. feſepb "Rib. 
Chriſt gave any orders to his 
freely, yet you have | TH: 
ſo; andyoucarry it, that His CA-I therein #3 t 
« 'cut off occalion of offence.” A. jets 
F haveno thought of his wa. Wes f 
ing thoſe teachers ; ' for what he was als 
concerned-about was'to prevent alien © 
handle for them to 'do miſchief. Once Kore, 
When't obſerved that the epiſtles to Tinjuthy 
and * Titus: were to dire& miniſters concetrai 
= behaviour #n tbe church, not over it. F im 
m went on to explain my meaning and 
that rows rey i, 1 nel k Aiftin&t "es © Ti 
diftion above the church, inſtead of ating with 
chem in trying miniſters. Ex. p. 39, 41+; But 
you Sir, quote ſeveral texts w erein the 'word 
over is uſed to deſcribe miniſters work as a 6g 
men or guides to the church, which perfeAly ag 
with my' ſenſe of the word in 1, as being #4 
therein z while you go on, (as before obſery## 
aſſert, that what the $ Spirit ſaith unto the chi 
was * ſpoken to and' of the miniſters ;” anp 
ceed till you repreſent, that T held that le wer 
commendation went'to and from the broth#:50: 
and not the miniſters, though I plainly ſazg. 
churchwih them. p, 80—83. El 
And fo I think it is lamentably evident; hat 
you have proceeded in a crooked way thiough 
theſe writings, both as to arguments, and 82 
while I have not been able todiſcover that 4yjave 


uſed one falſe argument againſt you ; ag 
chief © miſtakes that 1 have found ars; 'my 
writing The form, inſtead of A form of Gode 
lineſs; and 'my being miſinformed aboyt 
- circumſtance at Norwich, 
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226 * An" Addreſs-to, 


r\\8-for! REL ION talk, mych of my -watt of 
wadeſty,, but the" two! plaineſt-inſtances-to_ſhew 
whatyou mean by it,that have obſerved, aremy 
appearing ſo boldly'as Thave, againſt, you about 
the Jearned tongue, and. againſt!the Windhanr 


winiſters.upon the parable of the tares.\p- 55. $7.. 


whiclicaſes as they have been plainly ſtated I leave 
with-the reader, But you Jay, 1; have . uled 
6 /Unſuffcrable yzrRTxEs5,ſurprifingconrmaxct, 
$..and a:haughty air, of AsSURANCE.”;,P:.123« 
To which I reply, that I have ſo often ſcen people 


boſt in-a wilderneſs of words, ſo as to take wrong. 
for right, and righttor wrong, that I have endea- 


vourcd to come as pert and direc to the caſe in 
hand as-I could z andas the ſufferings of Chriſt's 
ſervants formerly,,cauſed maay; of the. bretbren 


tg. wax- confident, boldly to Tpeak the. word. 


without fear ;-1 ſhall nor: deny. my belief, that thig 
voworthy creature has been freely favoured. with 
ſomething 'of the ſame influence z and alfo with 
a. meaſure of that - afſurance of - uuder/tauding "in 
goipel myſteries, which rhe apoſtle was. earneſt 
we ſhould have, to guard us againſt philoſophy. 
þ&nd\ ain deceit. Phil. 4...14- Col. 2. 1-—8$..1t 
my confidence- ha3'-in any. inſtance 'gone. be-. 
yond my evidence, I am "Bu you had not con- 
vinced me of it. | You add, that **. This offence 
& 15: aggravated by a total waut of good manners, 
* and tivi! language, through a great. part of: 
*. your-book.” -p. 123. To which. I.ſha!l fay, 
that though I never thought myſelf a patcern of 
manners, yet-m theſc affairs I'll venture.t95 com- 
pare notes-with you. In your .appeadix.. where 
you profeſiedly et yourſelt to calle out of my 
whole book, epreſfons molt ward of decency, the 
hardett 


" 


cloſed my remarks upon-your —— 0k be: 
ing chat our. Saviour received-by-the holy {34 
La, - 50.5: 4-to! what, is lzarned. in! your icolfef 
with ſaying, Did any Phariſce; [ever abuſe ip 
ture: to: impoſe: upon people, /worie eget his)? 
Ex. p.44-. And: when you appealed to thi Lord 
of conſcience, whether it was not covetomſmi ms 
companied with <wilfuine/s. and dijobedieities, 
tounded on weakne/s, rather than» pure cout! 
that induced the, ſeparates to refuſe ' ro pay 
ſalary ? Ser. p. 164, 1 ſaid, Does:he or his? 
thren take Paul's advice and! -firettion =" 
dealing with weak brethren ?:;0r rather:is RE 
liberty which: they would allow; quit» the farr 
with Pharach's, —G ye; ſerve the Lord" xt 
yout iflacks and herds 'be ſtayed ? Ex. \p. 864 it 
Theſe are, the. two. plaineſt proofs, in>rheix: 
© native dreis,” ' of! -my want of: | 
that:you have found in niy whole book, WW 
of. them:delivered:by way of query: w iS 7 
have. already:referred youi to: ofie paſlage femong; 
many)-in-your-ſermons, : wherein your Sh; |» 
public miniſter, deliver 1t not as. a queltiy; ; 
itrong aſſertion, that ,** *T'was a falſe /pirk; 
+ falſereligion that) made-the. nee ey, 
« US, a device of /atan that,old /erpeirt uhÞ$; 
« And:in yourpreſent piece, which tells 
introduction, that'®/'There 45 not the Kat "ee 


«© there ANY yoring' be anſwered: theret& 

* venting the corruption of : nature,” P. ij Y Ev; 
in order to ward off the ſentences I hag quoted 
from - thoſe eminent authors, Owen and; [ 
you ſay, « Qur-rcal character {4s as efferent, 
« from that whichihe has ſet up, as-#5 
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An Addreſs to 


4 proteſtant churches are from the! antichriſ. 
« tian : or as the apoſtle Peter was from the 
« Pope of Rome ; or the gentle Barnabas and 
«- Paul, from Mr. Backus. AndI know not of a 
+. more {triking contraſt.” p. 102. Rather you 
ſhould have ſaid, you did not then think ofany; 
for a more ſtriking contraſt came afterwards to 
mind, and then out ir comes ; which is that be- 
tween the Arch-angel and the devil, Yea, and all 
this has not vented nature enough ; but (as if the 
witch of Endor was come again, to bring up the 
dead to condemn the living) you aſſert that, 7 
am < ed py Mr. Flavet to animals, tov nau- 
CIOUS ogs | And you go on totell me, that 
all this correction is gentle compared with the 
* offence;” p. 124, 125. : 
Ifallt 


heſe words are gentle, I know not what 


you would have more but+4/ows from the ſecular 


arm.” However it all ſerves ſtill further ro open 
the caſe weare upon. Ir had got tobecuſtomary 
in our land, to have miniſters perſons ſo much in 
admiration, as to allow them almoſt all the power 


- In the admiſſion both of miniſters and members, 


and to treat them with ſuch reverence as ſcarcely 
to oppoſe them in any thing, Therefore when 
ſome were raiſed up to appear boldly againſt 
their corruptions, they had recourſe ro many 
ſhifts and evaſions, . to hide the true ſtare of the 
controverſy, while they vented their natures as you 
have dope, by calling the worſt names, anduſing 
the moſt odious compariſons, that their /arning 
afforded. AndI am bold in it, that ſuch kind 
of manners from men of your -tort of education, 
was not only a great cauſe of our ſeparation, but 
alſo has done more towards prejudiceing peoples 
minds againſt college-learning, than all thoſe you 
call  lay-trachers could have done it they had 


Mr, Teſeph Fiſb 
tried.” And, had 1. not clearl 
hercof, and ſeen | L not beep le Re ocks. 
laid hereby an and & all, not of t 
command, Go fait \ £0: tie nog bs 
Ifa. 62...40. L ſhould-by no means have : | 
theſe. matters fo far Ki, have done, pe 
you tell, us, you, will-leave. jt tothe gudic 2 
der, <* . whether he has Gciifully an 
{6 done the ſeryice ; or whether pa: = | wi c 
Wis ones at the prophets « of the. £ »his 
F- min he 145 þ he has.remoy & of t 
peeple f”” p.. 17, have 
conſidered of the affair, as a 5 mT 
of; it to..all chriſtian people ; and if a 
me that I have. caſt one ſtone at. an: VP oþ i 
my concern ſhall be; to improye the firſt & jportu- 
that, preſents, co, make them, tk 2 Yi 
I can... .I, know that my ayn | 
Is any-hym a8. Benn, bur ga 
ich.calleth Kerke a Propheteſss.,. 
en. ſuffered. to. 4cach among.the. let bil an 
ce, Chriſt's /: erpanis. Kat f defire,% xv | 
Pak her. ia the he ull ſhe — hg like? 
never. to 71/c more... Jer:. 51, 64. 4+. Revs 4" 20. 
By, which. [ underſtand all that myſtery of au? 
by. which, any, arc feduced, to. ſet up or gt4.aty 
der the cloak. of religion, with methe Ie-4 cert 
cruel towards/others: Which meg \ds, . Are 
oy by _ e. t0.AS bad purpoles, under $3 n: 
of Great /piricyality, as they.are by. ochets;. 
a_pretence. of /earning.... And.it a Peter £ &, 
nabas, are;carried . away. with. di/imulaty ji, the 
ought to. be. withllood to the face and t£ he 
ing, argues not any - want, of reſpeR, th 
their or- thei . office, bur the?tp | 
Gal, 2. #, I-14 " | 
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You Sir, talk much-of how you and. your . bre- 
thren ſtood by the work and cauſe of God when 
we ſeparated, and ſay, The breach of peace began 
on our fide, p. 18, 126. Bur ſurely the nature of 
his work, is to bring ſouls to the ones,» of 
their loſt condition, and of the only way of help 
through Jeſus Chrift, and to follow him in all his 
ways, and not to follow the voice of ſtrangers. 
And we followed the miniſters who were friends 
to that work, till they turned and ſaid a confede- 
racy with the enemies of it, and joined in the 
manner you have done, to bear down all that 
would not conform to the conflitution which 1 
have now. expoſed ; ſo that we were bro't to the 
neceſſity, of either yielding to that yoke of bond- 
age, or elſe to ſeparate from them. And the 
ſame argument was often uſed then that you. uſe 
now, viz. That the ſeven ohurches of Afa were 
as-corrupt-as your's, who ('twas ſaid): were cal- 
led-to reformation, but not to a ſeparation, Bur 
how falacious is this argument ? We know they 
were fiſt called to a retormation ; to repent and 
do their firſs works, and not to ſuffer deceitful 
teachers among them, who hke Bal/aam loved the 
wages of unrighteouſneſs. And their Lord de- 
clared to them, that if they did ndt repent quick- 
ly, he would remove the candleſtick out of bis place, 
and fight againſt them with the ſword of his mouth. 
Rev. 2. 5, #6. Which I believe he has done, 
and is now doing to your churches. 

Theſe things I leave to your ſolemn conſiderati. 


on, deſiring always to take- the ſame: advice my- 
lf, and reſt, dear Sir, your hearty well-wiſher, 


+ Middleborough, 
030.21, 1772. 


Tfaac Backs. 
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CT. few remarks upon the cortioverſy 
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about * baptiſm ; occafioned 'by Mt; £1164 
Fiſts late ſermon from Gen. IX.” 27.57” 
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R. Gill obſerves, that there has beet 
any rhing wrote by us theſe fifty y2ar 
1m our'own defence ; our Pedobaptiſt brethren 
being continually the aggrefſors, and firſt:x jovers 
of the controverſy ; they ſeem as if 'they# were 
not ſatisfied with what has been done on their 
ſide z and therefore are always artempting, either 
to put the controverſy ipon a new foot; gor 
throw the old arguments into a new for 
even fay the fame things over and over: 
to make their minds, and the minds f' their 
. people eaſy, if poſhble. Bur this is ou?* 'caſe ; 
if we reply to what is written againſt usf/then 
wearelitigious perſons, and Jovers of contZgverſy; 
though we only riſe up in oor 'own vingeation, 
for which furcly we are not to be blame(3} and 
if we make no reply, then what 1s wrirretyjs vn- 
anſwerable by us, and we are triumphefiover.* 
Which obſervation is as applicable to'ouf?e 


dd mt m—_ "IN 
* Dx. Gill's anſwer to & piece called, -7 he 6351 

fants a' reaſtmable ſervice, founded upon /cripture anzaſy 

tradition. Þ. 3; 4: LY 


132 A few remarks upon 


try as to that in which it was wrote ; for Mr, Jo- 
ſeph Fiſh firſt began the controverly with us in 
his nine ſermons , yet becauſe 1; ar the importu- 
nity of friends, made ſome reply to him, he ac- 
cules me with letting up myſelf as cenſor gene- 
ral, &c. And 'tis likely the fame temper will 
renew the accuſation, for my yielding to a like 
1mportunity, in taking ſome notice of the pam- 
phler before me ; which is intitled, ** Japheth 
« dwelling in the tents of Shem ; or infant bap- 
 < tiſm vindicated, in a diſcourſe, the * ſubſtance 
« 'of which was delivered in Upron, January 5, 
< .1772 z with objections antwered, - by £Z/ifha 
«<F; 7M A.M.” 1 fay, ſome notice 4 for I'ſhall 
not go over all the Fen em again, which” 1 
have already anſwered in the fi oregon diſcourſe, 
but refer the reader thereto, and now only 
make a few remarks on their general manner of 
wy the controverſy. - 

ter Job's $ long diſpute with his friends, Je- 
Wc appeared with this ſolemn demand, # ba 
1s this t - darkeneth counſel by worvs without 
KNOWLEDGE | Job. 28.2. And at very great 
evil that the Corinthians were reproved tor, was 
their uttering wworzs that were not eafy to' be mn- 
gertood, but like a trumpet which" gave ' an wn 
certain ſoung. 1 Cor. 14. 8, 9g. Yet| one of 
the greateſt maſters of learning in our nation ob- 
ſerves, that commonly the molt material words in 
controverſy, upon which the argument turnszare 
ſo uſed ; though ſayshe, © onewhoſhould ſpeak 
« thus, in the affairs and buſineſs of the AT 
« and call 7 ſometimes 8, and ſometimes nine, 
<« as beſt ſerved his advantage, would -preſently 
v. haye clapped upon him. one of the two names 
' «t men, 


* 


the controverſy about baptiſm. 


* men conſtantly are diſguſted with ; and yet in 
* arguing and Jearned conteſts, the ſame {6g 
« proceeding paſſes commonly for. wit*-at 
* learning : but to me, it appears 4 greateF4 
* honelty, than the miſplacing of counte "ougt 
** the caſting. up a debt, and the cheat#, 
« greater, by how much truth is of greater/ 
** cernment and value than money.” * P's 
With grief of heart we often ſee this f9be - 
the caſe, with the advocates for infant bajtaſm. 
Could they once be brought to a diſtin& and 
ſteady meaning in three words, the controverſy 
would ſoon come to an end. I mean the j $, 
covenant, grace and promiſe, Ir is evidentihat 
in the old teſtament, to be 1nAbraham's couverant, 
meant the ſame as to be members of that chr h, 
and under obligation to conform to all its'grdi- 
nances, Narural birth brought his ſeed: jnto 
the church, and being in, all their males: muſt 
needs be circumciſed as ſoon as they WETE"Hfa? 
Levit. 124 2, 3. - And all thetr males were 4H Ir- 
ed to keep the paſſover in the firſt month, i! Ween 
and not in a journey; and if rhat were th&Zale, 
they might _not negle& it any longer than; the 
next month, upon' the. penalty of being # off 
from their people, Gen. 17. 14. Num. 9. 95 
Deur. 16.16. and do any hold the covendw# 
be ſo with us? Indeed ſome of our molto 
fathers fay, ** We know of no ſtronger: wt 
« ment for infant baptiſm than this, 7:4nat _ 
«© church members are to be baptized.”Fy,And 


- 


from the ſcriptures juſt now cited, *ris ev;g6 


- 


that 
an trams wa um————_— © — _ We. 
* Lock's eſſay. on underſtanding. B, 3. C. 185536; 5. 
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A few remarks upos 


that Abraham's ſeed born in thechurch, and there, 
fore mult be cut of from ity, if they were not Cir» 
cumciſed at the appointed Gage and . muſt we 
then take our opponents, by £7 ace to. mean 
nature ; * and that nature bri their ſced into 
the covenant of grace | Fi pr = though the 
goſpel church was firſt conſtituted of _— 
who were borx. nat of _ $7 of the will of max 
but oF Gor. John, 1. et that ſince the 
eſtabliſhment + chriſtianicy, 4 blaed and. the - will 
of man, can bring members into the.church.! Bux 
why then do not all theſe members come to the 
Ef of the ſupper, as the Jews did to the 

; paſſover ? our author's anſweris, That the paſſover 
was temporary and legal, + and; he. fays,..* If 
* it had been the will. of the great Head, of the 


«* church, not to have a goſpel paſlo- 
.* ver or holy ſupper for his chi went would 


* not have altrred he privileges the promiſes 
* relating to baptiſm in_ Abraham's covenant, 
* one way or the other.” p. 27. 38. . 
To which I reply, that if he had notappointed 
baptiſm nor the ſupper, it would not have altered 
the promiſes toAbraham, for there is no mention 
of either of thoſe ordinances therein; but 'cis 
certain that the promiſes to him did inſureche.con- 
tinuance of the church. in the linc of his poſteriuy 
till the /eed Chrift ſhould Cn to whom the pro- 
miles were made. Gal.. 2. 16. And- till. then 
their eſtabliſhment in all.the legal ceremonies. was 
Gs 


aa 


Wick DireMly contzary to havies, NO confidence 5 in e the flaſh. 
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+ Circumciſion was as tefrporary and leont as the paſſover, 
and 3 is much oftener ſpoken of as {uch. Rom. 2. 25.* Gal. 
$. 2, 3. and6., 13 
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as God promiſed him.' Neut. 29. ” But whes 
Chrift came, all the children of Abraham's #6. 
who believed nqr in him; were broken off from. 
the church of God, while the children of prone, 
the eleFion of grace were retained therein ; and 
new covenant was made with them not atcoraihy 
to that made with their fathers; and many 
the children of Japheth were perſuaded, and gyat- 
ted in among them, ' and food there by fatth. 
Rom. 9.7. $ & 11, and 5. 17.20. Heb. 8. Ml 
which may plainly teach us, that to be in ce 
nant, means the {ameas being inthe church, bay 
in the old teſtament, and in the new ; and that | 
grace means free ſalvation by Chriſt, whom , 
ham and other believers looked to, through the” 
ſhadows of the law; and who is now beheld wit 
open face through the glaſs of the goſpel ; J 
that the bleſſings thar God promiſed co Abraked, 
which ' are come on the Gentiles, are forgizw 
neſs of fins, and the influences of the hal y ſpin; 
which promiſe is given to them that believs i: 
2. 38, 39, 41- Gal! 3. 13, 14, 22: Toll 
- This'4s evidently rhe ftrair line of truth, pt 
the crooked way of deceizfutphilolophy and meh 
traditions, as it carried Peter and Barnabas any 
with difſimulation, ſo it-has carried this - auth9i 
(let him be ever ſo pious) into the following eva 
t. To ddd to God's word ; for that word call 
the covenant that formed Abraham” $s family ttito_ 
a church, The covenant of circumciſion. Ads 7.'$. 
And as all kriow that circumcifion is ont of da} 
it would appear the - evident conſequence, | (ar 
the covenant which it gave name to is allo / 67 
away, and a better one eftabliſhed im it's rogm 
Heb. 8,6. and 10, 9. Had not men preſuti8c 
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to add »the name grace to'it, on which addition 
moſt of their arguments for infant baptiſm turn. 
And to Aupport this they make er addiri- 
on 3 for where the word ſays of Abraham, He re- 
ceived the fign of circumciſion, a ſeal of the righte- 
oufnels of the faith which he had. Rom. 4. 11. 
This writer is ſo daring as to aſſert, thatAbraham 
*« has ſet us the moſt public example in applying 
« rhe ſeal af the riglitcouſneſs of faith to his in- 
« fant ſeed, at God's command ; which ſeal now 
«is baptiſm.” p. 29. In which, unleſs he can 
make Abraham's receiving what be had faith in, 


. to be the ſame as applying ro others what they 


had no faith about, he will be found gvilty of 
adding to God's word. ' Yea he not only adds 
what 1s not there, bur 2. He alſo denies what 1s 
there ; for he over and over denies, there being 
any expreſs word againſt-bringing infants into the 
church now, as they did among the Jews. p. 113, 
33», 39, 40. ' Notwithſtanding God's expreſs 
declaration, That the new covenant is not accord- 
ing to the covenant that took in profeſſors by 
bouſholds, and that the extent of the new cove- 
nant is, that ALL ſhall know him,"from the LE asT 
co the. greateſt, Heb. $8. i1:, Which declara- 
tion our great author tries to evade by aſſerting, 
That the apoſtle here did not-refer to the cove- 
nant of Abrtham, © which had the 'token'of cir- 
© cumciſfion annexed to it.” p. 15. And-though 
he owns that the uſual language of the new-teſta- 
ment 15, repent and believe and be baptized, yet 
he ſays, * We do not diſcover the leaſt oppoſiti- 


- on: tQ the praftice of infant baptiſm, which 


** takes place and follows upon our yiſible and 
** credible profeſſion,” p. 34. But ſtay ; how: 
docs 


the controverſy about baptiſm. 
does it follow ? Abraham | had. no 
circumciſe one perſon, but 
' born in _bis bouſe, or 
17. 13, 23+. The 
eg Je ers to circumciſion by bouſo 
on the day (racl came out of Egyp 
| 48. and the covenant which Jeremiat 


the head of - it, a&t diredtly againſt theſe ſcri 
and in order to keep themſelves in coun 
_ that way, they go on, 3. To abufivetrear 
thoſe who will nat go with them. - This: w{ite 
ts that our {eatiments, would make:;Pa 
to contradict himſelf,which none but a prejuaired 
or infidel- mind will admit. p. 46. He tells of 
incredible preſumption ; of oppoſing the ' full - 
filment of his texr, and that thoſe who ** optw!l 

&* infant iſm, are. in danger of fgbirnj5#- 

« pgainſt God (at unawares),” p. 23. 24. Obi 
ing an unanſwerable objeftion in the mindy 
the Jews; and of too much reſembling be in 
their unbelief, p. 25, Of offering violence tbe 
ſcriptures. p. 28. Of borrible ſentiments. p;*9$. 
And all to. enforce his. advice, to fun the g$t- , 
trines and. practices of ſuch as oppo/e his opinit 
about children. p.39, Nay all this is not enough 
but 4. He mult add one of the worlt errors 
popery z I mean that gf the ſacraments 
ferring grace by the ew er work done. * £54 


"> Here note, I don't charge Mr. F. with know 
holding this error 3 he declares the contrary. p. 38.34 
would y w it, that when - the fathers called baptiſm Pogo 
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as a full evidence for infant baptiſm, he from 
Mr. Boſtwick, gives us Origen's words that ** Ie 
«is becauſe by the ſacrament of baptiſm the po!- 
&« Jution of our birth ts Os that ns 
«© are ized,”  p.' 44. Ori is © rſt 
man Per of NM pos have a. x able to 
produce, who expreſsly appeared for infant bap- 
tilm, and his argument to ſupport it is, becauſe 
he ſays, BY it the pollution of our birth is taken 
away. But Tertullian in the ſame age oppoſed 
the pratice, as our author owns, pÞ. 45. Amt 
yet in Þ. 47, he would have his readers believe, 
that there was” ** No diſpute about the | point,” 
for more than a thoufand years after the apoſtles, 
And then to bind the whole he ſays, * Infant 
« baptiſm is valid, and agreeable to the inſtitu- 

In © tion 


ratior, they uſed the thing ſignified for the fign. p. 43. But 
the. caſe is evidently got ſo. - I readily own that cxrcumcikon 
gader the law, and baptiſm under the goſpel, were both figns 
of Chris death, wet eaten. = v1 Pprandiga ie on 
Abraham had the thing ſignified before he received cigcum- 
cifion, it was a ſeal to him of the faith he had ; and at God's 
command he applied the » ob. ans was then future, to fuch 
as had not the thing fignified wrought in them : but *tis in 
vain for any to ſay, They ſtand to at for their children as 
Abraham did for his, unleſs they can prove that a nationa/ 
church 1s\to ſpring from them, and that a Saviour is here- 
after io come out of it. Baptiſm is not a type. of a future 
. crucifixion of the Saviour, a token of that great event 
which is paſt, and that we are crucified wwith bim, and Have 
put him on. Gal. 2, 20. and 3. 27. And to put this ſign 
upon our children, unleſs we imagine with Origen, that » r 
it the inward change is wrought, is to do ſo much toward 
making our children hypocrites. 'The Weſtminſter-catechiſm. 
calls _—_— a ſign of our, engrafting into Chriſt, therefore 
to pat this ſign on any before we have ſome evidence 
that they have been made «dead to the law, what 'is it but 
adultery | Rom; 7. 3. 4: 
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* tion of Chriſt; or elſe there neither isnc can 
* BE any regular baptiſm in the-church,.:,> the 
<* end of the world. p.- 48: That is, If ingtimes: 
of antichriſtian darkneſs, they did. change:Ke or- 
dinance, and the change did prevail. ſo. fe. that 
none uprightly and openly appeared againſt it Fthen 
we can never reform. and' come right #gain ® 
Whether a ſtronger argument than-/ this .ggainſt 
reformation, was ever Rs out of: thegmoke 
of the pit or not, |is left to the readers: ndg- 
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2. The myſtery of iniquity began to wor 
apoſtles days, 2 Thef. 2.' 7. and/ had prevailed 
ſo far when infant baptiſm was introc Kobe 
alſo to bring infants to the Lord's ſuppts;: 
ſaving ordinance : and likewiſe to uſe the '$gn of 
the croſs, Godfathers, renouncing the deyit: 
his works, exorciſms, dipping the head thage-in 
reference” to the three perions in the Thnity, 
conſecrating the water, anointing with 3Jb,.&c. 
. at baptiſm ; for all which Dr. Gill has prigdpced 
plain-and expreſs proofs, out of the ſame ' Fathers 
that are quoted for infant baptiſm,and of #5 tar ly 
date ; and he obſerves,that the reaſoninggJorin- 
ant baptiſm that are uſed © From the teſtithany of 


« the antients, the difficulty of an innovatiamand 


—— 


« the eafineſs of its detetion, may be app d to 
« all and each of theſe rites. Wheretorgzwho- 


<« ever receives infant baptiſm upon the&>ot of 
« apoſtolic tradition, and upon ſvch pragf and 
« evidence as is given of it,it he 15 an Hongtman ; 
« I far again, if he is an honeſt man, h&-0ughr 
« to-give into the praftice of ALL thee r: 


” Iſa., 24+ 5. Micah 7. 2. 
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« and uſages.”* Bur, faid one of our baptiſtmi- 
<« nifters 130 years ago, concerning the 
« They can aſſume and ere& a church, take in 
« andcaft out members,ele& and ordain officers, 
« and adminiſter the ſupper, and all anew; 
« without any looking after /zcceſion, any fur- 
& ther than the ſcriptures : but as for bapri/m, 
« they muſt have that ſucceſively from the ap» 
« poſtles, though it comes through the hands of 
« pope Joan. What i13#he cauſe of this, thar 
« men can do all from the worxp. but bap- 
« tifm * + 
Dr, Owen tells us; that the proteſtants in their 
ſeparation from the church of Rome, eded 

upon theſe general principles. * 1. That the wo 
«< of God is a perte& rule of faith and religious. 
« worſhip. 2. That chriſtian were not 
< tied up to blind obedience untochurch guides, 
© But" were not only at liberty, but alſo obliged 
* to judge for themſelyes, as unto. all things 
<*« that they were to believe and practiſe in, reli- 
 < gion and the worſhip of God. 3, That there 
«© was not any catholic, viſible, organical govern- 
«« ing church, traduced by ſucceſſion into that of 
* Rome, whence a]! power and order was to be 
© derived. —They could acknowledge xo ſuch 
« church ſtate in the Roman church, nor the 
«* derivation of axy power and order from it. So 
« far as there is a declenfion from this principle, 
« ſo far the cauſe of be reformation is weakned, 
? * and 
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* Dr Gill's anfrres to the piece called h ant batti/m a 
vea/enable ſerwice, &6. p. 24 —=34. 7" A 


+ Crolby's hiſtory, vol. 1.'p. 104. 


ine i reſected 


Pane I leave the I 66 baba to judge chat 
cauſe we had for a new ag 

cloic the whole with obſervin 
intire depravity of nature,and the T 
reignty of , and holding that the mn 
mites threof are conne&ed with the deſires ac 
doings of natural men, and that their final Sit 
turns upon their well or ill improving their fix 
will power, and that a man niay fi Ton 

grace received, are the d «ih 
lince the reformation have gl- 
aniſm ; while excluding, or diſregarding the #1 
thority of the divine law, is Antinomianifny ; 
both of which names the princi 

baptiſm has often been reproach w le 

yet we are conſtantly complained of becauls | we” 
will not be cither Arminians or Antinomi1 Ks, 
or both of them, For what is all the noiſe. We 
hear, of our children's being in covenant, vr 
elſe that if they die in infancy we can have.n0 
hope of them,” withour it be from the uno»: 
venanted (i. e. ſfovereigh) mercy of God ? And 
that either by birth or by men's works.in. 
baptizi __— b:;Þ. they are in the « © 


grace and children of prone, + till by ha own 
oihs 
®* Dr. Owen on the eteicat if eviaratiel NS P- 2; 4; 
294 297+ Hoy. 


+ Our author refers to ſeveral ancient promiſes to Gigs. 
le, of the pouring of his Spiriton their offspring, whac: 

be on with As 2. 39, and ſays, ©* The promue- 

«« the immediate privilege of believing parents, _ and 

* children, as it's expreſſed in the preſent ume, 4 


i F80, 4 
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they fall therefrom : I'fay what (is all 
this but the relicks of Arminianiſm-? Yea, re- « 
licks/abſolutly inconſiſtent with the apoſtolic doc- 
trins, of all being under fin, and under the curſe, 
nill they are delivered by Chriſt, 'an& receipe the 
promiſe of the Spirit through faith. - Rom. 3. 9. 
Gal. 3. 10, 13, 14- 1 believe God can and lome- 
times 'does fanRify infants from the womb : but 
evidence that they have faith is neceflary before 
baptiſm. | 
On the other hand,our apponents hold it to be 
the law of Chriſt, that all believers ſhould bap- 
tize their children, and-yert will call thoſe* regular 
baptiſts, who will join in their churches, wi ' 
\ bringing their infants, or aRting/in the baptiſm 
themſelves, as they believe the law.of Chriſt di- 
res. And though our opponents hald with us, 
that it is the law of Chriſt, that all ſhould. be 
baptized before they come to the Lord's table ; 
'yet many of them accuſe us of rigidneſs, of un- 
churching all but ourſelves, &c. only-becauſe we 


will 


« may not be fo divided as to be the immediate privilege 
* of the believing parents, and the future privilege of their 
« children when they ſhall believe.” p. 30. But he has for- 
got, that this promiſe in the preſenttime was IN not 

to believing but guilty parents, who had ſaid, His blood. be. 
on us, and on our children. Mat.27..25. Then-they that gladly 
rectived bis word were baptized. And doubtleſs there were 
both parents and children that received the promiſe on that 
day ; and in after days, thoſe which the Lord added to his 
church, were ſuch as ſbauld be ſaved. Afts. 2. 41, 47, Com- 
pare this withPeter's limitation of the promiſe to even as many 
& God ſhall call, and what warrant can we have from all 
' this, to baptize any till we have ſome evidence that they are 
called fy as to receive the promiſe of the Spirit, unleſs we will 
Gare to add to God's word | 
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will not meet ſuch perſons there;; as * we 
believe in-our conſcience to: be baptized ae 
ing to our Lord's direQtion.. | If any-.« 
ſide are found to uſe any deceit or violeng LP : 
ward the other denomination, or any methc fon n 
trary to ſpeaking the truth in love, let thet 
corrected ors puniſhed according to the de 
of their crime z: but if the truth. breaks vp, 
ches, it highly concerns. all that belong to the 
to-awake and confider | what churches thes 
We have two forts of ſeparation deſcribedit i 
writ : One is produced by an exalung E 
above others ; the other by ſuch an-adhe oj 
divine: rule -as-to part with. thoſe who wil 
conform ro it; -- 1a. | 65: 45. , Plalm 11943% 
And unleſs our pedobaptiſt fathers /and b 
can convince us that ns who. was faithful. i NY 
houſe, and worthy of more glory than Moſe © h; 
yet left things ar ſuch. looſe ends, as only ti i ap- 
point the n 4 of water in the ſacred name, 8} 
out determining whether it ſhould: b&:: 
ſprinkling, pouring or burying, but has left? 
to be determined by men's conſciences: I i421 
they can convince us of this,all their noiſe ghout 
_ the evil of re-baptiling and cloſe commiiaion, 
cannor ſatisfy our minds, thatwe can duly rigard 
the law of Chriſt, if we come to- his —_ 
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Hifew 2D 
I am ſenſible that this author, after ob 
that in fcripture we ** Have no expreſs actyunt 
* about the baptizing of the infant leed of? be- 
« lievers:” p. 32. vet tells us of © ſtrainingalt. 
« onat and ſwallowing a camel,” becauſe wii 
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The CONTENTS; 


TO pt 


"IT 
2, B. Where (Ex. with figures added thereto <2 ) it 


my examination of Mr, Jo/eph Fi 's nine 
the fame points as here are treated of: 


reader. , den 


to Mr. Fi under theſe heads. y. Of To Je ma- 


of Chriſt's viſible church ; which are rabec 


2. Of the manner of building churches. ChHAN WE; 
tated none but particular churches, which are tobe buil:* 


« -_ fouls, to the church, in order to their being re: 
pP. 17-23. (Exp. 1719, 31, $$ 50. 

Tefimonie to confirm this, from Dr. Owen, p. 18, %%- 
Prog 0 Mr. Eliot, P. 55. Mr. $t ard 

tchel, p. 19, 51, 56. - Dr. Magien; 
19—19. } LY 
Of organizing churches, The power both of tporo- 
bales and ordaining miniſters proved to be in the chaxrhe: 
and none have a 'right to a& therein only as they ins: 
pointed thereto by the church. p. 23—33. (Ex. 
24s O, 41, 60—63. This confirmed by the pt 
thers, Þ. 16, 52. and by Dr. Owen, p. 64, 69.170.) 


4- Of the difference between dvil and eccleſiaſtica! go- 
vernment.” p. 33—51. (Ex. p. I ) j: 6 
Te $0P method of ſupporting miniſters opened and 
the evils uſing force in he caſe deſcribed. p. 3$z-&c. 
(Ex. p..20,)/24=27, 29, 30, 46—48, 7482.) ” | 
5. Of ſeparation'; the cauſe and nature of gur's. P=J1> 
1. It was becauſe church and world were Ti | 


 - 2—86. (Ex. p; 20, $0, £1, 94. This ceuyrm 
by Dr. I, "Mather ther, p. 4 D;. Roy Mather, *$;- 


14 yt P. 51. Dr. Onen. p. 85—-$8,) 
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, Becauſe human learning was put in the place of the 
cſi of the Spirit, to qualify. miniſters. p.) 564-99, v5 
p. 41t—45. This confirmed by Mr. Tennant, p. 33. 
}.dwards, p. 34, 68. Mr. Prince, p. 52. © Dr. Frank, 4 
53. | Mr. Porter, p. 68, 69. Dr, Owen, p. 86; nt 

3- Becauſe goipe x1 liberty ; in ſuch affairs was ied, \ Þorn 


59—56, (Ex. p. 38—41,. et Mie: LO > This con- 
ward 


firmed from Mr. Tennant, p. 
Dr.. Owen, .Þ. 83, $6, 88. D:. Fravk, 
4. Becauſe unwarranted ways -of were praiſed 
_— us. p. 66. (Ex. p. 72, 102, & cy 
. Becauſe we diſcipline was neg! and changed 
W a worldly by ominion. Pp. 67. (Ex. 3 P+" 20, 285—31, [* 
Dr. Owen upow it. 'Þ. Sho .) ted 
6. Becauſe of miniſter's ſetting up themſelves, wad Ty 
of preaching to edification, treating tho 
ſubmir to them with a great deal of oy Pp. 


P--35s 34+. 99, 91» 94-) 


- An addreſs to Mr. Je Sh IE the reaſons & ' 
my writing, 'p.\ 79-. And EET. 4, 
has 7 to ſupport the —_ churches, been 
Of ſetting them/e/ves up as a ſtandard inſtead of 

= p. 83. 

2. Of uſing ſcripture words without duly regarding their) 
meaning, PÞ: 87. 

3. Of bleadingroth and error together in many inflances,” 
14 order to gain argument, L 

4. Of vichtine y Tg olden rs much Us to, endeavor 
to draw their iy chautken only by their virtaes or 
pretences ; and that of their opponents only by their 
teftions, P. 99. wr 4 


Our fathers like conduCt will condemn, and not excule 
him herein, p. 101,” * 

Mr. Fiſh in OR IU Woe og 
ſeveral fats, p. 116, - -- 

And. has ſhewn a wrong temper : 


own conceſſions he is gully both of ſophittry Sr 


p. 126; 
APPENDIX, ſhewing that"the advocates for Infantibap-/ 
tiſm proceed in an obſcure and unſteady uſe of words; which 
carries them away into additions. to - God's. yond, and 
contal of what is therein ; alſo_to_abuſe their OU 
and countenance popery, Antin 


S, P- 34- 
. 84, 90.) 
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CONCLUSTION:. 


Hayns thus ſummed up the matter i 
terms, the” author--has one earneſt reque 
make to. all his readers; and 'that is, Thi! 
would always be careful ro diſtinguiſh biz 
the charaters of men and the truth of Gog?; He 
deſires tq be far from ſetting himſelf up infiton!- 
pariſon, *much leſs in competition, withii 
great and” good men, who have practiſe 
tant_ baptiſm, . and} other things which -kt7; 
poſes. Tr thoſe praQices cannot be vindigared 

from divine truth, the charaQters of men cat 
It,” bur only ſerve to perplex and keep ſow 
bondage. The goodneſs of David's chatter 
could never make 'that proceeding of his 
nght, whichrhe was moved to by /atan ; newt 
could the badneſs 'of Joab's charaQter, make it 
wrong for him-to look upon that condutt te%be 
abomimable, 1 Chron. 21. 1, 6, Diffuanla '0N 
was no better in Peter than it was in Judgs ; 
therefore Paul called ir by it's proper namggto 
prevent others being enſnared thereby. Gal, 
12, Yet as one or| two actions do not ordunart 
ly form -a- man's charafter, David is far ty! 
having the charafter of ſatan's ſervant, or ttt 
from having that of a hypocrite or a traitor, {x8 
let all take notice, ;hat what 1 mean to apy; 
againſt, is the particular evils that I havenangz 
and nor againſt the charaCters,” or any ot the? 165 
ries of thoſe who have been enſnared' by that. 
Hence there is no need for any.to take put: 

prove that learned men, or good men” have 24% 
choſe things z for.that is not di{pured; The ip 
ing points of our whole diſpute may be, reafhez3. 
to theſe four queſtions. 6s 


148 CONCLUSTON: 


gs. r Abraham's beheving, and being 
juſtified by the covenant of grace in Chriſt before 
he took the bond-woman, can give us warrant to 
confound that grace with the covenant of circum- 
cifion (which included the children both of the 
bond-woman and the free) {o as to bring the chil- 
dren of our fleſh to baptiſm, before we have any 
oſpel evidence that they are made free in Jeſus 
briſt ? Gal. 3. 17, and 4. 2231. 

2. Since the chief advantage that "the Jews 
had by the covenant of circumciſion was, that 
unto them ''were committed the oracles of God ; 
which were ſo much limited to ther, that be- 
fore Chriit by his death had taken that cqvenant 
our of the way, his apoſtles might not preach to 
any but to them who were in it. Rom. 3. 2. 
Mat. 10. 5. 6. Is it not-an abſolute falſhood, 
for any to afſert, that the covenant is the ſame 
with our children, as it was with theirs ? and ſince 
our children have the means for. converſion 
uſed with" them; info much clearer hght, than 


theirs had under the law ; what an abuſe is it ro. 


accuſe us with leſſening our children's privileges, 
only' becauſe we dare not put the outward ſign of 
regeneration upon them, before we have evidence 
that the inward change is wrgught ? 

3- Though the primitive churches. employs 
ed elders in ordaining others over them, which' 
doubtleſs is an example forus to follow ; yer how 
can that prove, that the conferring of office-power 
1s inherent in_ officers, and not 1n the church as 
a body, ſince Chriſt expreſsly warned his diſci- 
ples, againſt ' having any ſuch ſuperiority among 
temas there 187 13 Civil ſtates, ſaying, He that 

{1 


—_—_— 


Feſus ſake ? Luke. 22.26. 2 Cor. 4-15, 
4+ Since. in- the Jouge church, where a:>er- 
tain part .or-proportion-of the pe INCOMErFs; 
by expreſs-command.to. be ay ag minifke1 
of the ſanftuary, while yet neither precept A 
precedent can, be. found for rulers uſing! any ## 
to collect it z what warrant can any earthly pg 
have 'now; to aſſeſs any perſons, and ulc force; tt 
colle& the ſame; for the ſupport of aby religi 4s 
wor ſhip whatſoever ? * Fo 


he 
, CP I—_ _ Eee ee —_—_— 


© The reader will n ot wonder that ſuch care is taks -7 
have this queſtion tru [y ſtated, when he is informed, | gh 
ſince theſe ſheets were in the preſs, | the author has © ha 
diſcourſe that bears ſo fine a title as this ; ** Catholicif 4 2 
** or, chriſtian charity,” publiſhed at the particular rec jt 
of a convention of thoſe called ſtanding miniſters at Be. 
on May 20, 1772, in which the writer mentions oF 
tion, which he calls a ſc@ well known, and ſays,” ** } p 
« worthy of notice, that many of the leaders of that png. bp. 

«« py ſchiſm, who were for pulling down miniſters, and}, p= 

«6 ping up churches in their great zeal (rather fury) Ki \ 

+4 poſed hereſy, particularly 1n the article of giving and? ++. WV 
««- ceiving- mmiſterial ſupport ; I ſay many of.thoſe 14" 

«« perſons are as fond of ſupport from their people, 2s £ pl 
* they once anathematized. The conſiſtency and hot 
«© of ſuch a temper and condu@ is far beyond me to re, 31 

«« cile, and is, I apprehend, as irreconcilable as light id, 

« darkneſs,” p, 38; Thus their charity prompts [the Fia. 
repreſent us, as not only inconſiſtent, but ſo eff ind, 

tae way they take to do it, is by infinuating that our cor. ?45+ - | 
verſy with them was about giving and receiving 5 Whk as, 
the truth is, it was about a/-/ing and /oreing ; and theyre. 
welcome to produce one 1aſtance it "y can of any ſuck Þs., 
conſiſtency and diſhoneſty as they here ſpeak of, unleſs Ee 

in two of three teachers who have deſerted” the cauſe * "i 
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tzs CONCLUSION. 


\ Tf atiy cafifairly anſwer theſe queſtions ; or can 
ſhew- that this is not the true ſtate of our contro- 
verſy, they will do ſomething to the purpoſe.: but 
to negle&t this and fill up volume after volume 
with other things, evidently tends to confuſion 
and not'to peace. And if any with Abner, chuſfe 
now to call: it play ; rhey like him, will ſurely 
find ir to be b/tterneſs int the latter end. 2 Sam. 
2.14, 26, I 


— — — ot —_— 


ri once profeſſed to be in, in order to get into fellowſhip 
with theſe miniſters. And fince they have given this pam- 
phlet the name of charity, I would juſt that they ſay, 
«<- There-ts doubtleſs x forr of natural; 45 well us” chriſtian 
*« charity.,- The fource of this kind of charity.is ſelf ; © here 
« it begins and ends.” p, 25, and they, ſay, **. Liberty. and 
« candor are the great baſis of human rj ; we'often ; 
« hear perſons extolling the advantages of both, who yet 

* ſeem to be really acquainted with neither. _ For if they 
*«, have-any defign on foot, if you entertain different views, 
« and with freedom ſpeak . your mind, you are. inſtantly 
« deemed an enemy, . and you muſt be treated as ſuch, fo 
« that if you eſcape without the, ſword, it is not ſo much 
9 ge to a,generous ſpirit of liberty,as a want of power.” 
P*_ OS | 

, Now the reader may form ſome judgment of what ſort of 
perſons they are, who extol liberty, charity and a catholic 

temper, while their own charity begins and ends in /#f, by 
the two following notes. -Spzaking of our. ſeparation the 
writer ſays,” © Such uncharitable principles have led | them 

* to exclude themſclves from the communion of Taz ca- 
** tholic church,” p, 38, And ſpeaking of occaſionally in- 

viting miniſters to preach. he ſays, . * I cannot fee the pro- 

*« priety nor the expedicacy of inviting the affiſtancerof ax x + 
** man, be his cſhon what it may, that denies mM the 
* rights and privileges of the church. of Clrift, If we caat 
* cat and drink of one bread and one cup, ia token of mu- 
« eual fellowſhip ; I ſee no reaſon why I ſhould encourage 
* ſuch perſons in their ancharitablenr/;, fince charity is the 
"** great critenon of real chriſtianity.” p. 66, 


Page 5- L 15. r. two churches. P. 23. 1, 4. for theF 
his, P. 31.1. 41- r. ſpiritual things. P. 33. I. 1. r. ht; 
P. 38. L 35. 7. among. P. 41.1. 13: r. declares was do 

P, 50. 1. 6. r. poſſeſs. P. 53. laſt I. for And r. As." P. 5 
I, 22. r. which as, I. 24. F- had r. bad. P. 57.1. 16.4 
is. P. 61.1. 2. dele light in their. P. 66, 1. 12. for Es 


parating r. ſupporting. P. 84. L 20. for miniſter 7, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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T Mr, Phillis Freeman's in Union-Street, Zoffon, n 
be had the Author's former Piece againſt Mr. Fi 
bound with this, for three Piaftereens, At the ſame Plagy 
> $o had, his late Vindication of ſovereign Grace. - ts 
D —_ an wt dg penn niſter, preached at ME. 
Junt's ination. s Reply to Mr. Z Japtiſngs:.. 
id his other Works. ply oy 8 Se 
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